§886.111

higher rents meet the test of reason-
ableness in paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion.

(b) In the case of any project com-
pleted not more than six years prior to
the application for assistance under
that part, or in the case of units con-
verted to Section 8 which were pre-
viously assisted under Section 101 of
the Housing and Urban Development
Act of 1965 or Section 236(f)(2) of the
National Housing Act, contract rents
plus any allowance for utilities and
other services may be as high as 75 per-
cent of the published Section 8 Fair
Market Rents for New Construction,
which limitation may be increased: (1)
By up to 10 percent if the Field Office
Director determines that special cir-
cumstances warrant such higher rents,
or (2) by up to 20 percent where the Re-
gional Administrator determines that
special circumstances warrant such
higher rents, and in either case, such
higher rents meet the test of reason-
ableness contained in paragraph (c) of
this section. The project shall be con-
verted using the current HUD approved
rent level established pursuant to 24
CFR 207.19(e)(2)(1).

(c) In any case, HUD shall determine
and so certify that the Contract Rents
for the project do not exceed rents
which are reasonable for the location,
quality, amenities, facilities, and man-
agement and maintenance services in
relation to the rents paid for com-
parable units in the private unassisted
market, nor shall the Contract Rents
exceed the rents charged by the Owner
to unassisted Families for comparable
units. HUD shall maintain for three
years all certifications and relevant
documentation under this paragraph
(c).

[42 FR 5603, Jan. 28, 1977, as amended at 48
FR 36103, Aug. 9, 1983; 48 FR 56949, Dec. 27,
1983]

§886.111 Term of contract.

A Contract may be for an initial
term of not more than 5 years, renew-
able for successive 5 year terms by
agreement between HUD and the
Owner: Provided, That the total Con-
tract term, including renewals, shall
not exceed 15 years.

24 CFR Ch. VIl (4-1-02 Edition)

§886.111a Notice upon contract expi-
ration.

(a) The Contract will provide that
the owner will notify each assisted
family, at least 90 days before the end
of the Contract term, of any increase
in the amount the family will be re-
quired to pay as rent which may occur
as a result of its expiration. If the Con-
tract is to be renewed but with a reduc-
tion in the number of units covered by
it, this notice shall be given to each
family who will not longer be assisted
under the Contract.

(b) The notice provided for in para-
graph (a) of this section shall be ac-
complished by: (1) Sending a letter by
first class mail, properly stamped and
addressed, to the family at its address
at the project, with a proper return ad-
dress, and (2) serving a copy of the no-
tice on any adult person answering the
door at the leased dwelling unit, or if
no adult responds, by placing the no-
tice under or through the door, if pos-
sible, or else by affixing the notice to
the door. Service shall not be consid-
ered to be effective until both required
notices have been accomplished. The
date on which the notice shall be con-
sidered to be received by the family
shall be the date on which the owner
mails the first class letter provided for
in this paragraph, or the date on which
the notice provided for in this para-
graph is properly given, whichever is
later.

(c) The notice shall advise each af-
fected family that, after the expiration
date of the Contract, the family will be
required to bear the entire cost of the
rent and that the owner will be free (to
the extent the project is not otherwise
regulated by HUD) to alter the rent
without HUD approval, but subject to
any applicable requirements or restric-
tions under the lease or under State or
local law. The notice shall also state:
(1) The actual (if known) or the esti-
mated rent which will be charged fol-
lowing the expiration of the Contract;
(2) the difference between the rent and
the Total Tenant Payment toward rent
under the Contract; and (3) the date
the Contract will expire.

(d) The owner shall give HUD a cer-
tification that families have been noti-
fied in accordance with this section
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with an example of the text of the no-
tice attached.

(e) This section applies to all Con-
tracts executed, renewed or amended
on or after October 1, 1984.

[49 FR 31285, Aug. 6, 1984]

§886.112 Rent adjustments.

This section applies to adjustments
of the dollar amount stated in the Con-
tract as the Maximum Unit Rent. It
does not apply to adjustments in rents
payable to Owners as required by HUD
in connection with its mortgage insur-
ance and/or lending functions.

(a) Funding of adjustments. Housing
Assistance Payments will be made in
increased amounts commensurate with
Contract Rent adjustments up to the
maximum annual amount of housing
assistance payments specified in the
Contract pursuant to §886.108(b).

(b) Annual adjustments. The contract
rents may be adjusted annually, or
more frequently, at HUD’s option, ei-
ther (1) on the basis of a written re-
quest for a rent increase submitted by
the owner and properly supported by
substantiating evidence, or (2) by ap-
plying, on each anniversary date of the
contract, the applicable Automatic An-
nual Adjustment Factor most recently
published by HUD in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER in accordance with 24 CFR part
888, subpart B. Published Automatic
Annual Adjustment Factors will be re-
duced appropriately by HUD where
utilities are paid directly by Families.
If HUD requires that the owner submit
a written request, HUD, within a rea-
sonable time, shall approve a rental
schedule that is necessary to com-
pensate for any increase in taxes (other
than income taxes) and operating and
maintenance costs over which owners
have no effective control, or shall deny
the increase stating the reasons there-
for. Increases in taxes and maintenance
and operating costs shall be measured
against levels of such expenses in com-
parable assisted and unassisted housing
in the area to ensure that adjustments
in the Contract Rents shall not result
in material differences between the
rents charged for assisted and com-
parable unassisted units. Contract
Rents may be adjusted upward or
downward as may be appropriate; how-
ever, in no case shall the adjusted rents

§886.113

be less than the contract rents on the
effective date of the contract.

(c) Special additional adjustments. Spe-
cial additional adjustments shall be
granted, when approved by HUD, to re-
flect increases in the actual and nec-
essary expenses of owning and main-
taining the Contract units which have
resulted from substantial general in-
creases in real property taxes, utility
rates or similar costs (i.e., assessment,
and utilities not covered by regulated
rates), but only if and to the extent
that the Owner clearly demonstrates
that such general increases have
caused increases in the Owner’s oper-
ating costs which are not adequately
compensated for by automatic annual
adjustments. The Owner shall submit
to HUD financial statements which
clearly support the increase.

(d) Overall limitation. Notwith-
standing any other provisions of the
subpart, adjustments as provided in
this section shall not result in material
differences between the rents charged
for assisted and comparable unassisted
units, as determined by HUD.

(e) Incorporation of rent adjustments.
Any adjustment in Maximum Unit
Rents shall be incorporated into the
Contract by a dated addendum to the
Contract establishing the effective
date of the adjustment.

[42 FR 5603, Jan. 28, 1977, as amended at 45
FR 59149, Sept. 8, 1980; 47 FR 24700, June 8,
1982]

§886.113 Physical condition standard;
physical inspection requirements.

(a) General. Housing used in this pro-
gram must be maintained and in-
spected in accordance with the require-
ments in 24 CFR part 5, subpart G.

(b) Space and security. In addition to
the standards in 24 CFR part 5, subpart
G, the dwelling unit must have a living
room, a kitchen area, and a bathroom.
The dwelling unit must have at least
one bedroom or living/sleeping room
for each two persons.

(c)-(h) [Reserved]

(i) Lead based paint. The Lead-Based
Paint Poisoning Prevention Act (42
U.S.C. 4821-4846), the Residential Lead-
Based Paint Hazard Reduction Act of
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