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agencies administering temporary as-
sistance for needy families (TANF) and 
Welfare-to-Work (WTW) programs. The 
TANF program is not limited to 
monthly income maintenance, but also 
includes such benefits and services as 
one-time payments, wage subsidies and 
transportation assistance—provided 
that the total amount over a six-month 
period is at least $500. 

(b) Disallowance of increase in annual 
income. (1) Initial twelve month exclusion. 
During the cumulative twelve month 
period beginning on the date a member 
of a qualified family is first employed 
or the family first experiences an in-
crease in annual income attributable 
to employment, the PHA must exclude 
from annual income (as defined in 
§ 5.609 of this title) of a qualified family 
any increase in income of the family 
member as a result of employment 
over prior income of that family mem-
ber. 

(2) Second twelve month exclusion and 
phase-in. During the second cumulative 
twelve month period after the date a 
member of a qualified family is first 
employed or the family first experi-
ences an increase in annual income at-
tributable to employment, the PHA 
must exclude from annual income of a 
qualified family fifty percent of any in-
crease in income of such family mem-
ber as a result of employment over in-
come of that family member prior to 
the beginning of such employment. 

(3) Maximum four year disallowance. 
The disallowance of increased income 
of an individual family member as pro-
vided in paragraph (b)(1) or (b)(2) of 
this section is limited to a lifetime 48 
month period. It only applies for a 
maximum of twelve months for dis-
allowance under paragraph (b)(1) and a 
maximum of twelve months for dis-
allowance under paragraph (b)(2), dur-
ing the 48 month period starting from 
the initial exclusion under paragraph 
(b)(1) of this section. 

(c) Inapplicability to admission. The 
disallowance of increases in income as 
a result of employment under this sec-
tion does not apply for purposes of ad-
mission to the program (including the 
determination of income eligibility and 
income targeting). 

(d) Individual Savings Accounts. As an 
alternative to the disallowance of in-

creases in income as a result of em-
ployment described in paragraph (b) of 
this section, a PHA may choose to pro-
vide for individual savings accounts for 
public housing residents who pay an in-
come-based rent, in accordance with a 
written policy, which must include the 
following provisions: 

(1) The PHA must advise the family 
that the savings account option is 
available; 

(2) At the option of the family, the 
PHA must deposit in the savings ac-
count the total amount that would 
have been included in tenant rent pay-
able to the PHA as a result of increased 
income that is disallowed in accord-
ance with paragraph (b) of this section; 

(3) Amounts deposited in a savings 
account may be withdrawn only for the 
purpose of: 

(i) Purchasing a home; 
(ii) Paying education costs of family 

members; 
(iii) Moving out of public or assisted 

housing; or 
(iv) Paying any other expense au-

thorized by the PHA for the purpose of 
promoting the economic self-suffi-
ciency of residents of public housing; 

(4) The PHA must maintain the ac-
count in an interest bearing invest-
ment and must credit the family with 
the net interest income, and the PHA 
may not charge a fee for maintaining 
the account; 

(5) At least annually the PHA must 
provide the family with a report on the 
status of the account; and 

(6) If the family moves out of public 
housing, the PHA shall pay the tenant 
any balance in the account, minus any 
amounts owed to the PHA.

§ 960.257 Family income and composi-
tion: Regular and interim reexam-
inations. 

(a) When PHA is required to conduct re-
examination. (1) For families who pay 
an income-based rent, the PHA must 
conduct a reexamination of family in-
come and composition at least annu-
ally and must make appropriate ad-
justments in the rent after consulta-
tion with the family and upon 
verification of the information. 

(2) For families who choose flat 
rents, the PHA must conduct a reexam-
ination of family composition at least 
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annually, and must conduct a reexam-
ination of family income at least once 
every three years. 

(3) For all families who include non-
exempt individuals, as defined in 
§ 960.601, the PHA must determine com-
pliance once each twelve months with 
community service and self-sufficiency 
requirements in subpart F of this part. 

(4) The PHA may use the results of 
these reexaminations to require the 
family to move to an appropriate size 
unit. 

(b) Interim reexaminations. A family 
may request an interim reexamination 
of family income or composition be-
cause of any changes since the last de-
termination. The PHA must make the 
interim reexamination within a reason-
able time after the family request. The 
PHA must adopt policies prescribing 
when and under what conditions the 
family must report a change in family 
income or composition. 

(c) PHA reexamination policies. The 
PHA must adopt admission and occu-
pancy policies concerning conduct of 
annual and interim reexaminations in 
accordance with this section, and shall 
conduct reexaminations in accordance 
with such policies. The PHA reexam-
ination policies must be in accordance 
with the PHA plan.

§ 960.259 Family information and 
verification. 

(a) Family obligation to supply informa-
tion. (1) The family must supply any in-
formation that the PHA or HUD deter-
mines is necessary in administration of 
the public housing program, including 
submission of required evidence of citi-
zenship or eligible immigration status 
(as provided by part 5, subpart E of this 
title). ‘‘Information’’ includes any re-
quested certification, release or other 
documentation. 

(2) The family must supply any infor-
mation requested by the PHA or HUD 
for use in a regularly scheduled reex-
amination or an interim reexamination 
of family income and composition in 
accordance with HUD requirements. 

(3) For requirements concerning the 
following, see part 5, subpart B of this 
title: 

(i) Family verification and disclosure 
of social security numbers; 

(ii) Family execution and submission 
of consent forms for obtaining wage 
and claim information from State 
Wage Information Collection Agencies 
(SWICAs). 

(4) Any information supplied by the 
family must be true and complete. 

(b) Family release and consent. (1) As a 
condition of admission to or continued 
assistance under the program, the PHA 
shall require the family head, and such 
other family members as the PHA des-
ignates, to execute a consent form (in-
cluding any release and consent as re-
quired under § 5.230 of this title) au-
thorizing any depository or private 
source of income, or any Federal, State 
or local agency, to furnish or release to 
the PHA or HUD such information as 
the PHA or HUD determines to be nec-
essary. 

(2) The use or disclosure of informa-
tion obtained from a family or from an-
other source pursuant to this release 
and consent shall be limited to pur-
poses directly connected with adminis-
tration of the program. 

(c) PHA responsibility for reexamina-
tion and verification. (1) The PHA must 
obtain and document in the family file 
third party verification of the fol-
lowing factors, or must document in 
the file why third party verification 
was not available: 

(i) Reported family annual income; 
(ii) The value of assets; 
(iii) Expenses related to deductions 

from annual income; and 
(iv) Other factors that affect the de-

termination of adjusted income or in-
come-based rent.

§ 960.261 Restriction on eviction of 
families based on income. 

No PHA shall commence eviction 
proceedings based on the income of the 
tenant family unless: 

(a) It has determined that there is de-
cent, safe, and sanitary housing of suit-
able size for the family available at a 
rent not exceeding the tenant rent; or 

(b) It is required to do so by local 
law.
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