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Office of the Assistant Secretary, HUD § 966.4

Subpart A—Dwelling Leases, 
Procedures and Requirements

SOURCE: 40 FR 33402, Aug. 7, 1975, unless 
otherwise noted. Redesignated at 49 FR 6714, 
Feb. 23, 1984.

§ 966.1 Purpose and applicability. 
(a) This part is applicable to public 

housing. 
(b) Subpart A of this part prescribes 

the provisions that must be incor-
porated in leases for public housing 
dwelling units. 

(c) Subpart B of this part prescribes 
public housing grievance hearing re-
quirements. 

[66 FR 28802, May 24, 2001]

§ 966.2 Definitions. 
The following terms are defined in 

part 5, subpart A of this title: 1937 Act, 
covered person, drug, drug-related crimi-
nal activity, federally assisted housing, 
guest, household, HUD, other person 
under the tenant’s control, public hous-
ing, premises, public housing agency, Sec-
tion 8, violent criminal activity.

[66 FR 28802, May 24, 2001]

§ 966.3 Tenants’ opportunity for com-
ment. 

Each PHA shall provide at least 30 
days notice to tenants and resident or-
ganizations setting forth proposed 
changes in the lease form used by the 
PHA, and providing an opportunity to 
present written comments. Subject to 
requirements of this rule, comments 
submitted shall be considered by the 
PHA before formal adoption of any new 
lease form. 

[56 FR 51576, Oct. 11, 1991]

§ 966.4 Lease requirements. 
A lease shall be entered into between 

the PHA and each tenant of a dwelling 
unit which shall contain the provisions 
described hereinafter. 

(a) Parties, dwelling unit and term. (1) 
The lease shall state: 

(i) The names of the PHA and the 
tenant; 

(ii) The unit rented (address, apart-
ment number, and any other informa-
tion needed to identify the dwelling 
unit); 

(iii) The term of the lease (lease term 
and renewal in accordance with para-
graph (a)(2) of this section); 

(iv) A statement of what utilities, 
services and equipment are to be sup-
plied by the PHA without additional 
cost, and what utilities and appliances 
are to be paid for by the tenant; 

(v) The composition of the household 
as approved by the PHA (family mem-
bers and any PHA-approved live-in-
aide). The family must promptly in-
form the PHA of the birth, adoption or 
court-awarded custody of a child. The 
family must request PHA approval to 
add any other family member as an oc-
cupant of the unit. 

(2) Lease term and renewal. (i) The 
lease shall have a twelve month term. 
Except as provided in paragraph 
(a)(2)(ii) of this section, the lease term 
must be automatically renewed for the 
same period. 

(ii) The PHA may not renew the lease 
if the family has violated the require-
ment for resident performance of com-
munity service or participation in an 
economic self-sufficiency program in 
accordance with part 960, subpart F of 
this chapter. 

(iii) At any time, the PHA may ter-
minate the tenancy in accordance with 
§ 966.4(l). 

(3) Execution and modification. The 
lease must be executed by the tenant 
and the PHA, except for automatic re-
newals of a lease. The lease may modi-
fied at any time by written agreement 
of the tenant and the PHA. 

(b) Payments due under the lease. (1) 
Tenant rent. (i) The tenant shall pay 
the amount of the monthly tenant rent 
determined by the PHA in accordance 
with HUD regulations and other re-
quirements. The amount of the tenant 
rent is subject to change in accordance 
with HUD requirements. 

(ii) The lease shall specify the initial 
amount of the tenant rent at the begin-
ning of the initial lease term. The PHA 
shall give the tenant written notice 
stating any change in the amount of 
tenant rent, and when the change is ef-
fective. 

(2) PHA charges. The lease shall pro-
vide for charges to the tenant for main-
tenance and repair beyond normal wear 
and tear and for consumption of excess 
utilities. The lease shall state the basis 
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