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§ 117.8 Purchase of land. 

Upon written application of an adult 
Indian, the superintendent may dis-
burse not to exceed $10,000 from the 
surplus funds of such Indian for the 
purchase of land, the title to which has 
been examined and accepted by the 
special attorney for the Osage Indians 
or other legal officer designated by the 
Commissioner. In all cases title must 
be taken by deed containing a clause 
restricting alienation or encumbrance 
without the consent of the Secretary of 
the Interior or his authorized rep-
resentative.

§ 117.9 Construction and repairs. 

Upon written application by an adult 
Indian, the superintendent may dis-
burse not to exceed $1,000 during any 
one fiscal year from the surplus funds 
of such Indian to make repairs and im-
provements to restricted real property 
and in addition not to exceed $300 for 
new construction. When such expendi-
tures are being made on property pro-
ducing an income, reimbursement shall 
be required from such income unless 
otherwise directed by the Commis-
sioner. When an Indian refuses to make 
application for funds to defray the cost 
of repairs necessary to preserve re-
stricted property, the superintendent 
may, when authorized by the Commis-
sioner, expend the surplus funds of the 
Indian for such repairs.

§ 117.10 Purchase of automotive equip-
ment. 

The superintendent may disburse 
from the surplus funds of an adult In-
dian not to exceed $2,000 for the pur-
chase of automotive equipment when 
the Indian agrees in writing to carry 
property and liability insurance on the 
automotive equipment and to reim-
burse his surplus funds account from 
allowance funds within 24 months. No 
disbursement of surplus funds for the 
purchase of automotive equipment 
shall be made if the fulfillment of the 
reimbursable agreement will endanger 
the payment of taxes, insurance or 
other obligations, or result in the in-
ability of the Indian to meet his cur-
rent living expenses from allowance 
funds.

§ 117.11 Insurance. 

The superintendent may obtain poli-
cies of insurance covering the re-
stricted property, real or personal, of 
minor Indians and pay the premiums 
thereon from the funds of the minors. 
Upon application by an adult Indian 
the superintendent may procure insur-
ance on any restricted property, real or 
personal, owned by the applicant and 
pay the necessary premiums from his 
surplus or allowance funds. When au-
thorized by the Commissioner, the su-
perintendent may also procure insur-
ance on restricted property, real or 
personal, of any adult Indian who ne-
glects or refuses to take out such in-
surance.

§ 117.12 Costs of recording and con-
veyancing. 

The superintendent may expend the 
surplus funds of an Indian to make di-
rect payment of recording fees and 
costs, of conveyancing, including ab-
stracting costs, which are properly 
payable by the Indian.

§ 117.13 Telephone and telegraph mes-
sages. 

The superintendent may expend the 
surplus funds of an Indian to make di-
rect payment for telephone and tele-
graph messages sent by the agency or 
received at the agency at the instance 
of the Indian or his guardian or attor-
ney.

§ 117.14 Miscellaneous expenditure of 
surplus funds. 

Upon application by an adult Indian 
the superintendent may disburse the 
surplus funds of such Indian for the fol-
lowing purposes: 

(a) Medical, dental, and hospital ex-
penses for the applicant or a member of 
his family, not to exceed one thousand 
dollars ($1,000) during any one fiscal 
year. 

(b) Funeral expenses, including the 
funeral feast, of a deceased member of 
his family, in an amount not to exceed 
one thousand dollars ($1,000). 

(c) A tombstone or monument to 
mark the grave of a deceased member 
of his family in amount not to exceed 
five hundred dollars ($500). 
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(d) Court costs in any judicial pro-
ceeding to which the applicant is a 
party. 

(e) Bond premiums, except bail and 
supersedeas bonds. 

(f) For miscellaneous purposes, not to 
exceed five hundred dollars ($500) dur-
ing any one fiscal year.

§ 117.15 Collections from insurance 
companies. 

Moneys collected from insurance 
companies for loss or damage to re-
stricted real or personal property shall 
be deposited to the credit of the Indian 
owner as surplus funds. Moneys so de-
posited to the credit of an adult Indian 
may, upon the written application of 
the Indian, be disbursed by the super-
intendent for the purpose of repairing 
or replacing the property. Moneys col-
lected from insurance companies for 
loss or damage to unrestricted real or 
personal property shall be paid to the 
Indian for his unrestricted use.

§ 117.16 Reimbursement to surplus 
funds. 

When expenditures have been made 
from surplus funds upon the condition, 
and with the written agreement of the 
Indian, that reimbursement or repay-
ment shall be made from future allow-
ance funds, the superintendent is au-
thorized to withhold from succeeding 
quarterly payments or other allowance 
funds such amounts as may be nec-
essary to effect reimbursement within 
a period not exceeding 24 months from 
date of the first expenditure under the 
given authority.

§ 117.17 Inactive surplus funds ac-
counts. 

When the balance of surplus funds to 
the credit of an adult Indian is less 
than $300 and when there is no likeli-
hood of its increase within 90 days, the 
superintendent may disburse the entire 
balance to the Indian owner for his un-
restricted use.

§ 117.18 Withdrawal and payment of 
segregated trust funds. 

The withdrawal and payment of seg-
regated trust funds will be made only 
upon application and satisfactory evi-
dence that the withdrawal and pay-
ment of such funds would be to the best 

interest of the Indian in view of all the 
circumstances shown to exist. The seg-
regated trust funds of an Indian under 
guardianship or an Indian under 21 
years of age shall not be released and 
paid except to a guardian appointed by 
a proper court and after the filing of a 
bond approved by the court conditioned 
upon the faithful handling of the funds. 
Applications for the withdrawal and 
payment of segregated trust funds 
must be made upon the forms pre-
scribed by the Secretary for that pur-
pose.

§ 117.19 Debts of Indians. 

No indebtedness of Indians will be 
paid from their funds under the control 
or supervision of the Secretary unless 
authorized in writing and obligated 
against their accounts by the super-
intendent or some other designated 
employee except in cases of emergency 
involving the protection or preserva-
tion of life or property, which emer-
gency must be clearly shown. With this 
exception, no authorization or obliga-
tion against the account of any Indian 
for indebtedness incurred by him shall 
be made by the superintendent unless 
specifically authorized by the regula-
tions in this part.

§ 117.20 Purchase orders. 

Purchase orders may be issued by the 
superintendent for expenditures au-
thorized by the regulations in this part 
or for expenditures specifically author-
ized by the Commissioner. When nec-
essary to prevent hardship or suffering, 
purchase orders may be issued by the 
superintendent against the future in-
come of an Indian in an amount not to 
exceed 80 percent of the anticipated 
quarterly payment. The payment of 
purchase orders issued against future 
income shall be contingent upon the 
availability of funds.

§ 117.21 Fees and expenses of attor-
neys. 

When payment of an attorney fee for 
services to an Indian is to be made 
from his surplus funds, the employ-
ment of the attorney by the Indian 
must be approved in advance. All fees 
will be determined on a quantum merit 
basis and paid upon completion of the 
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