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§ 90.31 Applicability. 
The manner of carrying out elections 

to be held under the act of June 28, 1906 
(34 Stat. 539), as amended by the act of 
March 2, 1929 (45 Stat. 1478), as amend-
ed by the act of August 28, 1957 (71 
Stat. 471), is covered in the regulations 
set forth in this part. The next election 
will be held on the first Monday in 
June 1958 and subsequent elections will 
be held on the first Monday in June 
each four years thereafter.

§ 90.32 Election Board. 
The Principal Chief, or in his ab-

sence, the Assistant Principal Chief 
shall, not more than seventy-five days 
nor less than sixty-five days preceding 
the day appointed by law for the hold-
ing of an election of officers of the 
Osage Tribe, issue in the form and 
manner prescribed in § 90.37, an election 
notice and appoint an election board 
consisting of a Supervisor who shall be 
chairman, Assistant Supervisor, five 
judges, one of whom in addition to his 
regular duties shall act as interpreter, 
and five clerks, whose duties shall be 
to conduct the election as provided in 
the regulations in this part: 

Provided further, That the Super-
intendent on the recommendation of 
the election board may designate extra 
clerical assistants. Prior to the date of 
the election, the election board shall 
assemble and make necessary arrange-
ments for the election in a building to 
be designated by the Superintendent of 
the Osage Agency as the polling site 
and make the necessary preparation 
for receiving prospective voters, for re-
ceiving absentee ballots, and see to it 
that voting booths are arranged to af-
ford privacy. Members of the election 
board and any extra clerical assistants 
designated by the Superintendent 
under authority contained in this sec-
tion, other than employees of the 
Osage Agency when duly appointed or 
designated as provided for in this part 
may be compensated for conducting 
each quadrennial election at rates to 
be fixed by the Osage Tribal Council. If 
a member of the election board desires 
to be relieved from duty for any cause, 
he shall notify the Principal Chief or in 
his absence the Assistant Principal 
Chief, in writing to that effect and the 
Principal Chief, or in his absence the 

Assistant Principal Chief shall des-
ignate someone else to serve as a mem-
ber of the election board. The Super-
visor, or in his absence the Assistant 
Supervisor, shall see that the rules pre-
scribed for conducting the election are 
faithfully carried out. The ballots shall 
be handed out by a judge to the voters 
as they present themselves to vote, 
after being identified by a clerk who 
shall be supplied with a copy of the list 
of voters prepared pursuant to § 90.35. 
The judge before handing out a ballot 
shall remove the detachable portion. A 
judge shall receive the ballot after the 
voter has indicated his choice thereon 
by placing an ‘‘X’’ mark opposite the 
name of each candidate for whom he 
desires his vote counted and shall de-
posit same in the ballot box. The duties 
of the remaining judges in conjunction 
with the Supervisor will be to read the 
names on the ballot when requested so 
as to identify the candidates or furnish 
such other information as may be de-
sired in that connection and also to as-
sist prospective voters unable because 
of language difficulties or physical in-
capacity to cast votes for candidates of 
their choice, and to undertake such 
other duties as may be assigned by the 
Supervisor. 

[27 FR 2458, Mar. 15, 1962. Redesignated at 47 
FR 13327, Mar. 30, 1982]

§ 90.33 Watchers and challengers. 
Any candidate or political party may 

name a person to act as watcher and 
challenger at any election provided for 
by the regulations in this part. Each 
watcher and challenger shall be ap-
pointed in writing by the candidate or 
political party he or she represents. 
The watchers and challengers shall 
have the right to be present in the poll-
ing place but outside the voting booths 
and to watch the election officials, the 
balloting, the call, the tally, and the 
recording of the result of the vote. It 
shall be the duty of the watcher to 
watch, listen, and observe the count for 
all candidates voted for to insist upon 
an honest and fair count but shall have 
no further authority than to have the 
election judges and clerks note or 
record any objections to the count and 
to challenge the result thereof. The 
challenger shall have the right to ques-
tion any voter and his right to vote. 

VerDate Dec<13>2002 10:10 May 15, 2003 Jkt 200080 PO 00000 Frm 00282 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\200080T.XXX 200080T



283

Bureau of Indian Affairs, Interior § 90.40

Watchers shall not divulge or give out 
any intimation or information as to 
the count prior to announcement by 
the election board and shall be subject 
to the same rules governing the elec-
tion board with regard to leaving and 
returning to the polling place. A 
watcher or challenger shall receive no 
compensation for his services. 

[27 FR 2458, Mar. 15, 1962. Redesignated at 47 
FR 13327, Mar. 30, 1982]

§ 90.35 List of voters. 
The Superintendent of the Osage 

Agency shall compile a list of the vot-
ers of the Tribe who are qualified under 
§ 90.21. Such list shall set forth only the 
name and last known address of each 
voter. The Superintendent shall fur-
nish copies of the list to the Supervisor 
of the election board and shall post 
copies at the headquarters of the Osage 
Agency at Pawhuska, Okla., and such 
other places as the election board may 
determine to be appropriate. The com-
pilation, posting and distribution of 
copies to the Supervisor of the election 
board shall be done as soon as possible 
after preparation of the last quarterly 
annuity roll preceding the election. 
Copies of the list shall also be made 
available to all qualified candidates for 
office and for the purpose of checking 
off the name of each voter as his ballot 
is cast and for determining, in the 
event of question, the right of any indi-
vidual to vote. 

[27 FR 2458, Mar. 15, 1962. Redesignated at 47 
FR 13327, Mar. 30, 1982]

§ 90.36 Disputes on eligibility of voters. 
(a) The election board shall fix a date 

not less than five days before the elec-
tion at which time all complaints will 
be heard. The election board shall, at 
least three days before the date of elec-
tion, determine any claim or challenge 
as to the right of any person to be list-
ed on the roll of eligible voters. 

(b) Any voter of the tribe shall have 
the right to challenge any person pre-
senting himself to vote and it shall be 
the duty of the supervisor and a judge 
of the board to make such investiga-
tion then and there as they deem es-
sential, and decide the question of 
whether or not a person is a listed 
voter.

§ 90.37 Election notices. 

The election notice shall set forth 
the place, date and time for holding the 
election, qualification of voters, meth-
od of nominating candidates, and clos-
ing date for same, method of locating 
each name on the ballot and the names 
of each member of the election board. 
As soon as possible a copy of the notice 
of the election, after approval by the 
Superintendent of the Osage Agency, 
shall be mailed to each qualified voter 
at his last known address.

§ 90.38 Opening and closing of poll. 

The poll shall remain open without 
intermission from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. on 
the date of the election. When all else 
is in readiness for the opening of the 
poll the supervisor shall open the bal-
lot box in view of the other election of-
ficers, shall turn same top down to 
show that no ballots are contained 
therein, and shall then lock the box 
and retain the key in his possession. 

[32 FR 10253, July 12, 1967. Redesignated at 47 
FR 13327, Mar. 30, 1982]

§ 90.39 Voters to announce name and 
residence. 

Each voter shall upon presenting 
himself to vote announce to the clerk 
his name, and address.

§ 90.40 Ballots. 

The Superintendent of the Osage 
Agency shall have ballots printed 
showing the name and the office for 
which each candidate has been nomi-
nated and also space for showing the 
value of the respective ballots. The Su-
perintendent shall have recorded on a 
detachable portion of each ballot the 
name of the voter. The value of each 
voter’s ballot shall be recorded on the 
principal portion of the respective bal-
lots. Any faction or group has the right 
to nominate any candidate it chooses, 
in accordance with the regulations pre-
scribed in this part. The names of such 
candidates shall be printed on the bal-
lot in the manner set forth as follows: 

(a) Under the heading, Principal 
Chief, with notation to vote for one, 
shall appear names of all candidates 
for that office. Under the heading, As-
sistant Chief, with notation to vote for 
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