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Department of Justice § 48.2

PART 48—NEWSPAPER 
PRESERVATION ACT

Sec.
48.1 Purpose. 
48.2 Definitions. 
48.3 Procedure for filing all documents. 
48.4 Application for approval of joint news-

paper operating arrangement entered 
into after July 24, 1970. 

48.5 Requests that information not be made 
public. 

48.6 Public notice. 
48.7 Report of the Assistant Attorney Gen-

eral in Charge of the Antitrust Division. 
48.8 Written comments and requests for a 

hearing. 
48.9 Extensions of time. 
48.10 Hearings. 
48.11 Intervention in hearings. 
48.12 Ex parte communications. 
48.13 Record for decision. 
48.14 Decision by the Attorney General. 
48.15 Temporary approval. 
48.16 Procedure for filing of terms of a re-

newal or amendment to an existing joint 
newspaper operating arrangement.

AUTHORITY: 28 U.S.C. 509, 510; (5 U.S.C. 301); 
Newspaper Preservation Act, 84 Stat. 466 (15 
U.S.C. 1801 et seq.).

SOURCE: Order No. 558–73, 39 FR 7, Jan. 2, 
1974, unless otherwise noted.

§ 48.1 Purpose. 

These regulations set forth the proce-
dure by which application may be made 
to the Attorney General for his ap-
proval of joint newspaper operating ar-
rangements entered into after July 24, 
1970, and for the filing with the Depart-
ment of Justice of the terms of a re-
newal or amendment of existing joint 
newspaper operating arrangements, as 
required by the Newspaper Preserva-
tion Act, Pub. L. 91–353, 84 Stat. 466, 15 
U.S.C. 1801 et seq. The Newspaper Pres-
ervation Act does not require that all 
joint newspaper operating arrange-
ments obtain the prior written consent 
of the Attorney General. The Act and 
these regulations provide a method for 
newspapers to obtain the benefit of a 
limited exemption from the antitrust 
laws if they desire to do so. Joint news-
paper operating arrangements that are 
put into effect without the prior writ-
ten consent of the Attorney General re-
main fully subject to the antitrust 
laws.

§ 48.2 Definitions. 

(a) The term Attorney General means 
the Attorney General of the United 
States or his delegate, other than the 
Assistant Attorney General in charge 
of the Antitrust Division or other em-
ployee in the Antitrust Division. 

(b) The term Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral in charge of the Antitrust Division 
means the Assistant Attorney General 
in charge of the Antitrust Division or 
his delegate. 

(c) The term Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral for Administration means the As-
sistant Attorney General for Adminis-
tration or his delegate. 

(d) The term existing arrangement 
means any joint newspaper operating 
arrangement entered into before July 
24, 1970. 

(e) The term joint newspaper operating 
arrangement means any contract, agree-
ment, joint venture (whether or not in-
corporated), or other arrangement en-
tered into between two or more news-
paper owners for the publication of two 
or more newspaper publications, pursu-
ant to which joint or common produc-
tion facilities are established or oper-
ated and joint or unified action is 
taken or agreed to be taken with re-
spect to any of the following: Printing; 
time, method, and field of publication; 
allocation of production facilities; dis-
tribution; advertising solicitation; cir-
culation solicitation; business depart-
ment; establishment of advertising 
rates; establishment of circulation 
rates and revenue distribution: Pro-
vided, That there is no merger, com-
bination, or amalgamation of editorial 
or reportorial staffs, and that editorial 
policies be independently determined. 

(f) The term newspaper means a pub-
lication produced on newsprint paper 
which is published in one or more 
issues weekly (including as one publi-
cation any daily newspaper and any 
Sunday newspaper published by the 
same owner in the same city, commu-
nity, or metropolitan area), and in 
which a substantial portion of the con-
tent is devoted to the dissemination of 
news and editorial opinion. 

(g) The term party means any indi-
vidual, and any partnership, corpora-
tion, association, or other legal entity.
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