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these requirements, the Department of 
Justice shall: 

(a) Consider from the earliest pos-
sible point in the process all relevant 
environmental documents in evalu-
ating proposals for Department action; 

(b) Ensure that all relevant environ-
mental documents, comments and re-
sponses accompany the proposal 
through existing Department review 
processes; 

(c) Consider those alternatives en-
compassed by the range of alternatives 
discussed when evaluating proposals 
for Department action, or if it is desir-
able to consider substantially different 
alternatives, first supplement the envi-
ronmental document to include anal-
ysis of the additional alternatives; 

(d) Where an EIS has been prepared, 
consider the specific alternatives ana-
lyzed in the EIS when evaluating the 
proposal which is the subject of the 
EIS.

§ 61.7 Legislative proposals. 
(a) Each subunit of the Department 

of Justice which develops or signifi-
cantly cooperates and supports a bill or 
legislative proposal to Congress which 
may have an effect on the environment 
shall, in the early stages of develop-
ment of the bill or proposal, undertake 
an assessment to determine whether 
the legislation will significantly affect 
the environment. The Office of Legisla-
tive Affairs shall monitor legislative 
proposals to assure that Department 
procedures for legislation are complied 
with. Requests for appropriations need 
not be so analyzed. 

(b) If the Department of Justice has 
primary responsibility for the subject 
matter involved and if the subunit af-
fected finds that the bill or legislative 
proposal has a significant impact on 
the environment, that subunit shall 
prepare a legislative environmental 
impact statement in compliance with 
40 CFR 1506.8.

§ 61.8 Classified proposals. 
If an environmental document in-

cludes classified matter, a version con-
taining only unclassified material shall 
be prepared unless the head of the of-
fice, board, bureau or division deter-
mines that preparation of an unclassi-
fied version is not feasible.

§ 61.9 Emergencies. 

CEQ shall be consulted when emer-
gency circumstances make it necessary 
to take a major federal action with sig-
nificant environmental impact without 
following otherwise applicable proce-
dural requirements under NEPA.

§ 61.10 Ensuring Department NEPA 
compliance. 

The Land and Natural Resources Di-
vision shall have final responsibility 
for ensuring compliance with the re-
quirements of the procedures set forth 
in this part.

§ 61.11 Environmental information. 

Interested persons may contact the 
Land and Natural Resources Division 
for information regarding Department 
Justice compliance with NEPA.

APPENDIX A TO PART 61—BUREAU OF 
PRISONS PROCEDURES RELATING TO 
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE NA-
TIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT 

1. Authority: (CEQ Regulations) NEPA, the 
Environmental Quality Improvement Act of 
1970, as amended (42 U.S.C. 4371 et seq.) sec-
tion 309 of the Clean Air Act, as amended (42 
U.S.C. 7609), and Executive Order 11514, Pro-
tection and Enhancement of Environmental 
Quality (March 5, 1970, as amended by Execu-
tive Order 11991, May 24, 1977.) 

2. Purpose: This guide shall apply to efforts 
associated with the leasing, purchase, de-
sign, construction, management, operation 
and maintenance of new and existing Bureau 
of Prisons facilities as well as the closing of 
existing Bureau of Prisons institutions. 
These procedures shall be used by the Re-
gional Facilities Administration staff as well 
as the Central Office of Facilities Develop-
ment and Operations staff. Activities con-
cerning Bureau of Prisons compliance with 
NEPA shall be handled by and coordinated 
with these staff members and coordinated by 
Central Office Personnel. (Reference shall be 
made to Part 1507—Agency Compliance of 
the CEQ Regulations.) 

3. Agency Description: The Bureau of Pris-
ons, a component of the U.S. Department of 
Justice, is responsible for providing custody 
and care to committed Federal offenders in 
an integrated system of correctional institu-
tions across the nation. 

The Bureau of Prisons performs its mission 
of protecting society by implementing the 
judgments of the Federal courts and safe-
guarding Federal offenders committed to the 
custody of the Attorney General.
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