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‘‘reasonable’’ for purposes of section 
7(f)(2)(B) of the ADEA. 

(6) A waiver agreement in compliance 
with this section that is in settlement 
of an EEOC charge does not require the 
participation or supervision of EEOC. 

(h) Burden of proof. In any dispute 
that may arise over whether any of the 
requirements, conditions, and cir-
cumstances set forth in section 7(f) of 
the ADEA, subparagraph (A), (B), (C), 
(D), (E), (F), (G), or (H) of paragraph 
(1), or subparagraph (A) or (B) of para-
graph (2), have been met, the party as-
serting the validity of a waiver shall 
have the burden of proving in a court 
of competent jurisdiction that a waiver 
was knowing and voluntary pursuant 
to paragraph (1) or (2) of section 7(f) of 
the ADEA. 

(i) EEOC’s enforcement powers. (1) Sec-
tion 7(f)(4) of the ADEA states:

No waiver agreement may affect the Com-
mission’s rights and responsibilities to en-
force [the ADEA]. No waiver may be used to 
justify interfering with the protected right 
of an employee to file a charge or participate 
in an investigation or proceeding conducted 
by the Commission.

(2) No waiver agreement may include 
any provision prohibiting any indi-
vidual from: 

(i) Filing a charge or complaint, in-
cluding a challenge to the validity of 
the waiver agreement, with EEOC, or 

(ii) Participating in any investiga-
tion or proceeding conducted by EEOC. 

(3) No waiver agreement may include 
any provision imposing any condition 
precedent, any penalty, or any other 
limitation adversely affecting any indi-
vidual’s right to: 

(i) File a charge or complaint, includ-
ing a challenge to the validity of the 
waiver agreement, with EEOC, or 

(ii) Participate in any investigation 
or proceeding conducted by EEOC. 

(j) Effective date of this section. (1) 
This section is effective July 6, 1998. 

(2) This section applies to waivers of-
fered by employers on or after the ef-
fective date specified in paragraph 
(j)(1) of this section. 

(3) No inference is to be drawn from 
this section regarding the validity of 
waivers offered prior to the effective 
date. 

(k) Statutory authority. The regula-
tions in this section are legislative reg-

ulations issued pursuant to section 9 of 
the ADEA and Title II of OWBPA. 

[63 FR 30628, June 5, 1998]

§ 1625.23 Waivers of rights and claims: 
Tender back of consideration. 

(a) An individual alleging that a 
waiver agreement, covenant not to sue, 
or other equivalent arrangement was 
not knowing and voluntary under the 
ADEA is not required to tender back 
the consideration given for that agree-
ment before filing either a lawsuit or a 
charge of discrimination with EEOC or 
any state or local fair employment 
practices agency acting as an EEOC re-
ferral agency for purposes of filing the 
charge with EEOC. Retention of con-
sideration does not foreclose a chal-
lenge to any waiver agreement, cov-
enant not to sue, or other equivalent 
arrangement; nor does the retention 
constitute the ratification of any waiv-
er agreement, covenant not to sue, or 
other equivalent arrangement. 

(b) No ADEA waiver agreement, cov-
enant not to sue, or other equivalent 
arrangement may impose any condi-
tion precedent, any penalty, or any 
other limitation adversely affecting 
any individual’s right to challenge the 
agreement. This prohibition includes, 
but is not limited to, provisions requir-
ing employees to tender back consider-
ation received, and provisions allowing 
employers to recover attorneys’ fees 
and/or damages because of the filing of 
an ADEA suit. This rule is not intended 
to preclude employers from recovering 
attorneys’ fees or costs specifically au-
thorized under federal law. 

(c) Restitution, recoupment, or setoff. 
(1) Where an employee successfully 
challenges a waiver agreement, cov-
enant not to sue, or other equivalent 
arrangement, and prevails on the mer-
its of an ADEA claim, courts have the 
discretion to determine whether an em-
ployer is entitled to restitution, 
recoupment or setoff (hereinafter, ‘‘re-
duction’’) against the employee’s mon-
etary award. A reduction never can ex-
ceed the amount recovered by the em-
ployee, or the consideration the em-
ployee received for signing the waiver 
agreement, covenant not to sue, or 
other equivalent arrangement, which-
ever is less. 
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(2) In a case involving more than one 
plaintiff, any reduction must be ap-
plied on a plaintiff-by-plaintiff basis. 
No individual’s award can be reduced 
based on the consideration received by 
any other person. 

(d) No employer may abrogate its du-
ties to any signatory under a waiver 
agreement, covenant not to sue, or 
other equivalent arrangement, even if 
one or more of the signatories or the 
EEOC successfully challenges the va-
lidity of that agreement under the 
ADEA. 

[65 FR 77446, Dec. 11, 2000]

PART 1626—PROCEDURES—AGE 
DISCRIMINATION IN EMPLOY-
MENT ACT
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AUTHORITY: Sec. 9, 81 Stat. 605, 29 U.S.C. 
628; sec. 2, Reorg. Plan No. 1 of 1978, 3 CFR, 
1978 Comp., p. 321.

SOURCE: 48 FR 140, Jan. 3, 1983, unless oth-
erwise noted.

§ 1626.1 Purpose. 
The regulations set forth in this part 

contain the procedures established by 
the Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission for carrying out its re-

sponsibilities in the administration 
and enforcement of the Age Discrimi-
nation in Employment Act of 1967, as 
amended.

§ 1626.2 Terms defined in the Age Dis-
crimination in Employment Act of 
1967, as amended. 

The terms person, employer, employ-
ment agency, labor organization, em-
ployee, commerce, industry affecting com-
merce, and State as used herein shall 
have the meanings set forth in section 
11 of the Age Discrimination in Em-
ployment Act, as amended.

§ 1626.3 Other definitions. 
For purpose of this part, the term the 

Act shall mean the Age Discrimination 
in Employment Act of 1967, as amend-
ed; the Commission shall mean the 
Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
mission or any of its designated rep-
resentatives; charge shall mean a state-
ment filed with the Commission by or 
on behalf of an aggrieved person which 
alleges that the named prospective de-
fendant has engaged in or is about to 
engage in actions in violation of the 
Act; complaint shall mean information 
received from any source, that is not a 
charge, which alleges that a named 
prospective defendant has engaged in 
or is about to engage in actions in vio-
lation of the Act; charging party means 
the person filing a charge; complainant 
means the person filing a complaint; 
and respondent means the person named 
as a prospective defendant in a charge 
or complaint, or as a result of a Com-
mission-initiated investigation.

§ 1626.4 Information concerning al-
leged violations of the Act. 

The Commission may, on its own ini-
tiative, conduct investigations of em-
ployers, employment agencies and 
labor organizations, in accordance with 
the powers vested in it pursuant to sec-
tions 6 and 7 of the Act. The Commis-
sion shall also receive information con-
cerning alleged violations of the Act, 
including charges and complaints, from 
any source. Where the information dis-
closes a possible violation, the appro-
priate Commission office may render 
assistance in the filing of a charge. The 
identity of a complainant, confidential 
witness, or aggrieved person on whose 
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