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Subpart A—Purpose

§1904.0 Purpose.

The purpose of this rule (Part 1904) is
to require employers to record and re-
port work-related fatalities, injuries
and illnesses.

NOTE TO §1904.0: Recording or reporting a
work-related injury, illness, or fatality does
not mean that the employer or employee was
at fault, that an OSHA rule has been vio-
lated, or that the employee is eligible for
workers’ compensation or other benefits.

Subpart B—Scope

NOTE TO SUBPART B: All employers covered
by the Occupational Safety and Health Act
(OSH Act) are covered by these Part 1904 reg-
ulations. However, most employers do not
have to keep OSHA injury and illness records
unless OSHA or the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics (BLiS) informs them in writing that they
must keep records. For example, employers
with 10 or fewer employees and business es-
tablishments in certain industry classifica-
tions are partially exempt from keeping
OSHA injury and illness records.

§1904.1 Partial exemption for employ-
ers with 10 or fewer employees.

(a) Basic requirement. (1) If your com-
pany had ten (10) or fewer employees at
all times during the last calendar year,
you do not need to keep OSHA injury
and illness records unless OSHA or the
BLS informs you in writing that you
must keep records under §1904.41 or
§1904.42. However, as required by
§1904.39, all employers covered by the
OSH Act must report to OSHA any



