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Minerals Management Service, Interior § 250.1604

Sulphur production rate means the 
number of long tons of sulphur pro-
duced during a certain period of time, 
usually per day.

§ 250.1602 Applicability. 
(a) The requirements of this subpart 

P are applicable to all exploration, de-
velopment, and production operations 
under an OCS sulphur lease. Sulphur 
operations include all activities con-
ducted under a lease for the purpose of 
discovery or delineation of a sulphur 
deposit and for the development and 
production of elemental sulphur. Sul-
phur operations also include activities 
conducted for related purposes. Activi-
ties conducted for related purposes in-
clude, but are not limited to, produc-
tion of other minerals, such as salt, for 
use in the exploration for or the devel-
opment and production of sulphur. The 
lessee must have obtained the right to 
produce and/or use these other min-
erals. 

(b) Lessees conducting sulphur oper-
ations in the OCS shall comply with 
the requirements of the applicable pro-
visions of subparts A, B, C, G, I, J, M, 
N, and O of this part. 

(c) Lessees conducting sulphur oper-
ations in the OCS are also required to 
comply with the requirements in the 
applicable provisions of subparts D, E, 
F, H, K, and L of this part where such 
provisions specifically are referenced 
in this subpart.

§ 250.1603 Determination of sulphur 
deposit. 

(a) Upon receipt of a written request 
from the lessee, the District Supervisor 
will determine whether a sulphur de-
posit has been defined that contains 
sulphur in paying quantities (i.e., sul-
phur in quantities sufficient to yield a 
return in excess of the costs, after com-
pletion of the wells, of producing min-
erals at the wellheads). 

(b) A determination under paragraph 
(a) of this section shall be based upon 
the following: 

(1) Core analyses that indicate the 
presence of a producible sulphur de-
posit (including an assay of elemental 
sulphur); 

(2) An estimate of the amount of re-
coverable sulphur in long tons over a 
specified period of time; and 

(3) Contour map of the cap rock to-
gether with isopach map showing the 
extent and estimated thickness of the 
sulphur deposit.

§ 250.1604 General requirements. 

Sulphur lessees shall comply with re-
quirements of this section when con-
ducting well-drilling, well-completion, 
well-workover, or production oper-
ations. 

(a) Equipment movement. The move-
ment of well-drilling, well-completion, 
or well-workover rigs and related 
equipment on and off an offshore plat-
form, or from one well to another well 
on the same offshore platform, includ-
ing rigging up and rigging down, shall 
be conducted in a safe manner. 

(b) Hydrogen sulfide (H2S). When a 
drilling, well-completion, well-
workover, or production operation is 
being conducted on a well in zones 
known to contain H2S or in zones 
where the presence of H2S is unknown 
(as defined in 30 CFR 250.490 of this 
part), the lessee shall take appropriate 
precautions to protect life and prop-
erty, especially during operations such 
as dismantling wellhead equipment and 
flow lines and circulating the well. The 
lessee shall also take appropriate pre-
cautions when H2S is generated as a re-
sult of sulphur production operations. 
The lessee shall comply with the re-
quirements in § 250.490 of this part as 
well as the requirements of this sub-
part. 

(c) Welding and burning practices and 
procedures. All welding, burning, and 
hot-tapping activities involved in drill-
ing, well-completion, well-workover or 
production operations shall be con-
ducted with properly maintained equip-
ment, trained personnel, and appro-
priate procedures in order to minimize 
the danger to life and property accord-
ing to the specific requirements in 
§ 250.109 through § 250.113 of this part. 

(d) Electrical requirements. All elec-
trical equipment and systems involved 
in drilling, well-completion, well-
workover, and production operations 
shall be designed, installed, equipped, 
protected, operated, and maintained so 
as to minimize the danger to life and 
property in accordance with the re-
quirements of § 250.114 of this part. 
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(e) Structures on fixed OCS platforms. 
Derricks, cranes, masts, substructures, 
and related equipment shall be se-
lected, designed, installed, used, and 
maintained so as to be adequate for the 
potential loads and conditions of load-
ing that may be encountered during 
the operations. Prior to moving equip-
ment such as a well-drilling, well-com-
pletion, or well-workover rig or associ-
ated equipment or production equip-
ment onto a platform, the lessee shall 
determine the structural capability of 
the platform to safely support the 
equipment and operations, taking into 
consideration corrosion protection, 
platform age, and previous stresses. 

(f) Traveling-block safety device. After 
August 14, 1992, all drilling units being 
used for drilling, well-completion, or 
well-workover operations that have 
both a traveling block and a crown 
block shall be equipped with a safety 
device that is designed to prevent the 
traveling block from striking the 
crown block. The device shall be 
checked for proper operation weekly 
and after each drill-line slipping oper-
ation. The results of the operational 
check shall be entered in the oper-
ations log. 

[56 FR 32100, July 15, 1991. Redesignated and 
amended at 63 FR 29479, 29487, May 29, 1998; 67 
FR 51760, Aug. 9, 2002; 68 FR 8435, Feb. 20, 
2003]

§ 250.1605 Drilling requirements. 
(a) Lessees of OCS sulphur leases 

shall conduct drilling operations in ac-
cordance with §§ 250.1605 through 
250.1619 of this subpart and with other 
requirements of this part, as appro-
priate. 

(b) Fitness of drilling unit. (1) Drilling 
units shall be capable of withstanding 
the oceanographic and meteorological 
conditions for the proposed season and 
location of operations. 

(2) Prior to commencing operation, 
drilling units shall be made available 
for a complete inspection by the Dis-
trict Supervisor. 

(3) The lessee shall provide informa-
tion and data on the fitness of the 
drilling unit to perform the proposed 
drilling operation. The information 
shall be submitted with, or prior to, 
the submission of Form MMS–123, Ap-
plication for Permit to Drill (APD), in 

accordance with § 250.1617 of this sub-
part. After a drilling unit has been ap-
proved by an MMS district office, the 
information required in this paragraph 
need not be resubmitted unless re-
quired by the District Supervisor or 
there are changes in the equipment 
that affect the rated capacity of the 
unit. 

(c) Oceanographic, meteorological, and 
drilling unit performance data. Where 
oceanographic, meteorological, and 
drilling unit performance data are not 
otherwise readily available, lessees 
shall collect and report such data upon 
request to the District Supervisor. The 
type of information to be collected and 
reported will be determined by the Dis-
trict Supervisor in the interests of 
safety in the conduct of operations and 
the structural integrity of the drilling 
unit. 

(d) Foundation requirements. When the 
lessee fails to provide sufficient infor-
mation pursuant to §§ 250.203 and 250.204 
of this part to support a determination 
that the seafloor is capable of sup-
porting a specific bottom-founded drill-
ing unit under the site-specific soil and 
oceanographic conditions, the District 
Supervisor may require that additional 
surveys and soil borings be performed 
and the results submitted for review 
and evaluation by the District Super-
visor before approval is granted for 
commencing drilling operations. 

(e) Tests, surveys, and samples. (1) Les-
sees shall drill and take cores and/or 
run well and mud logs through the ob-
jective interval to determine the pres-
ence, quality, and quantity of sulphur 
and other minerals (e.g., oil and gas) in 
the cap rock and the outline of the 
commercial sulphur deposit. 

(2) Inclinational surveys shall be ob-
tained on all vertical wells at intervals 
not exceeding 1,000 feet during the nor-
mal course of drilling. Directional sur-
veys giving both inclination and azi-
muth shall be obtained on all direc-
tionally drilled wells at intervals not 
exceeding 500 feet during the normal 
course of drilling and at intervals not 
exceeding 200 feet in all planned angle-
change portions of the borehole. 

(3) Directional surveys giving both 
inclination and azimuth shall be ob-
tained on both vertically and direc-
tionally drilled wells at intervals not 
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