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such situations, the Regional Super-
visor may approve or require depar-
tures from an approved Development 
and Production Plan. 

[53 FR 10690, Apr. 1, 1988; 53 FR 26067, July 11, 
1988, as amended at 54 FR 50616, Dec. 8, 1989; 
55 FR 47752, Nov. 15, 1990; 56 FR 32099, July 15, 
1991; 59 FR 53093, Oct. 21, 1994; 62 FR 13996, 
Mar. 25, 1997. Redesignated and amended at 
63 FR 29479, 29485, May 29, 1998; 64 FR 9065, 
Feb. 24, 1999; 64 FR 53200, Oct. 1, 1999; 64 FR 
72794, Dec. 28, 1999; 68 FR 8422, Feb. 20, 2003]

Subpart C—Pollution Prevention 
and Control

§ 250.300 Pollution prevention. 
(a) During the exploration, develop-

ment, production, and transportation 
of oil and gas or sulphur, the lessee 
shall take measures to prevent unau-
thorized discharge of pollutants into 
the offshore waters. The lessee shall 
not create conditions that will pose un-
reasonable risk to public health, life, 
property, aquatic life, wildlife, recre-
ation, navigation, commercial fishing, 
or other uses of the ocean. 

(1) When pollution occurs as a result 
of operations conducted by or on behalf 
of the lessee and the pollution damages 
or threatens to damage life (including 
fish and other aquatic life), property, 
any mineral deposits (in areas leased or 
not leased), or the marine, coastal, or 
human environment, the control and 
removal of the pollution to the satis-
faction of the District Supervisor shall 
be at the expense of the lessee. Imme-
diate corrective action shall be taken 
in all cases where pollution has oc-
curred. Corrective action shall be sub-
ject to modification when directed by 
the District Supervisor. 

(2) If the lessee fails to control and 
remove the pollution, the Director, in 
cooperation with other appropriate 
Agencies of Federal, State, and local 
governments, or in cooperation with 
the lessee, or both, shall have the right 
to control and remove the pollution at 
the lessee’s expense. Such action shall 
not relieve the lessee of any responsi-
bility provided for by law. 

(b)(1) The District Supervisor may re-
strict the rate of drilling fluid dis-
charges or prescribe alternative dis-
charge methods. The District Super-
visor may also restrict the use of com-

ponents which could cause unreason-
able degradation to the marine envi-
ronment. No petroleum-based sub-
stances, including diesel fuel, may be 
added to the drilling mud system with-
out prior approval of the District Su-
pervisor. 

(2) Approval of the method of dis-
posal of drill cuttings, sand, and other 
well solids shall be obtained from the 
District Supervisor. 

(3) All hydrocarbon-handling equip-
ment for testing and production such 
as separators, tanks, and treaters shall 
be designed, installed, and operated to 
prevent pollution. Maintenance or re-
pairs which are necessary to prevent 
pollution of offshore waters shall be 
undertaken immediately. 

(4) Curbs, gutters, drip pans, and 
drains shall be installed in deck areas 
in a manner necessary to collect all 
contaminants not authorized for dis-
charge. Oil drainage shall be piped to a 
properly designed, operated, and main-
tained sump system which will auto-
matically maintain the oil at a level 
sufficient to prevent discharge of oil 
into offshore waters. All gravity drains 
shall be equipped with a water trap or 
other means to prevent gas in the sump 
system from escaping through the 
drains. Sump piles shall not be used as 
processing devices to treat or skim liq-
uids but may be used to collect treat-
ed-produced water, treated-produced 
sand, or liquids from drip pans and 
deck drains and as a final trap for hy-
drocarbon liquids in the event of equip-
ment upsets. Improperly designed, op-
erated, or maintained sump piles which 
do not prevent the discharge of oil into 
offshore waters shall be replaced or re-
paired. 

(5) On artificial islands, all vessels 
containing hydrocarbons shall be 
placed inside an impervious berm or 
otherwise protected to contain spills. 
Drainage shall be directed away from 
the drilling rig to a sump. Drains and 
sumps shall be constructed to prevent 
seepage. 

(6) Disposal of equipment, cables, 
chains, containers, or other materials 
into offshore waters is prohibited. 

(c) Materials, equipment, tools, con-
tainers, and other items used in the 
Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) which 
are of such shape or configuration that 
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they are likely to snag or damage fish-
ing devices shall be handled and 
marked as follows: 

(1) All loose material, small tools, 
and other small objects shall be kept in 
a suitable storage area or a marked 
container when not in use and in a 
marked container before transport over 
offshore waters; 

(2) All cable, chain, or wire segments 
shall be recovered after use and se-
curely stored until suitable disposal is 
accomplished; 

(3) Skid-mounted equipment, port-
able containers, spools or reels, and 
drums shall be marked with the own-
er’s name prior to use or transport over 
offshore waters; and 

(4) All markings must clearly iden-
tify the owner and must be durable 
enough to resist the effects of the envi-
ronmental conditions to which they 
may be exposed. 

(d) Any of the items described in 
paragraph (c) of this section that are 
lost overboard shall be recorded on the 
facility’s daily operations report, as 
appropriate, and reported to the Dis-
trict Supervisor. 

[53 FR 10690, Apr. 1, 1988, as amended at 56 
FR 32099, July 15, 1991. Redesignated at 63 FR 
29479, May 29, 1998]

§ 250.301 Inspection of facilities. 
(a) Drilling and production facilities 

shall be inspected daily or at intervals 
approved or prescribed by the District 
Supervisor to determine if pollution is 
occurring. Necessary maintenance or 
repairs shall be made immediately. 
Records of such inspections and repairs 
shall be maintained at the facility or 
at a nearby manned facility for 2 years. 

[53 FR 10690, Apr. 1, 1988, as amended at 62 
FR 13996, Mar. 25, 1997. Redesignated at 63 FR 
29479, May 29, 1998]

§ 250.302 Definitions concerning air 
quality. 

For purposes of §§ 250.303 and 250.304 
of this part: 

Air pollutant means any combination 
of agents for which the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) has estab-
lished, pursuant to section 109 of the 
Clean Air Act, national primary or sec-
ondary ambient air quality standards. 

Attainment area means, for any air 
pollutant, an area which is shown by 

monitored data or which is calculated 
by air quality modeling (or other meth-
ods determined by the Administrator 
of EPA to be reliable) not to exceed 
any primary or secondary ambient air 
quality standards established by EPA. 

Best available control technology 
(BACT) means an emission limitation 
based on the maximum degree of reduc-
tion for each air pollutant subject to 
regulation, taking into account energy, 
environmental and economic impacts, 
and other costs. The BACT shall be 
verified on a case-by-case basis by the 
Regional Supervisor and may include 
reductions achieved through the appli-
cation of processes, systems, and tech-
niques for the control of each air pol-
lutant. 

Emission offsets means emission re-
ductions obtained from facilities, ei-
ther onshore or offshore, other than 
the facility or facilities covered by the 
proposed Exploration Plan or Develop-
ment and Production Plan. 

Existing facility is an OCS facility de-
scribed in an Exploration Plan or a De-
velopment and Production Plan sub-
mitted or approved prior to June 2, 
1980. 

Facility means any installation or de-
vice permanently or temporarily at-
tached to the seabed which is used for 
exploration, development, and produc-
tion activities for oil, gas, or sulphur 
and which emits or has the potential to 
emit any air pollutant from one or 
more sources. All equipment directly 
associated with the installation or de-
vice shall be considered part of a single 
facility if the equipment is dependent 
on, or affects the processes of, the in-
stallation or device. During produc-
tion, multiple installations or devices 
will be considered to be a single facil-
ity if the installations or devices are 
directly related to the production of 
oil, gas, or sulphur at a single site. Any 
vessel used to transfer production from 
an offshore facility shall be considered 
part of the facility while physically at-
tached to it. 

Nonattainment area means, for any air 
pollutant, an area which is shown by 
monitored data or which is calculated 
by air quality modeling (or other meth-
ods determined by the Administrator 
of EPA to be reliable) to exceed any 
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