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indicated by control circuitry actu-
ation. 

(12) Prior to the commencement of 
production, the lessee shall notify the 
District Supervisor when the lessee is 
ready to conduct a preproduction test 
and inspection of the integrated safety 
system. The lessee shall also notify the 
District Supervisor upon commence-
ment of production in order that a 
complete inspection may be conducted. 

(b) Records. The lessee shall maintain 
records for a period of 2 years for each 
subsurface and surface safety device in-
stalled. These records shall be main-
tained by the lessee at the lessee’s field 
office nearest the OCS facility or other 
locations conveniently available to the 
District Supervisor. These records 
shall be available for review by a rep-
resentative of MMS. The records shall 
show the present status and history of 
each device, including dates and details 
of installation, removal, inspection, 
testing, repairing, adjustments, and re-
installation. 

[53 FR 10690, Apr. 1, 1988, as amended at 55 
FR 47753, Nov. 15, 1990; 62 FR 5331, Feb. 5, 
1997. Redesignated at 63 FR 29479, May 29, 
1998, as amended at 65 FR 35824, June 6, 2000; 
67 FR 51760, Aug. 9, 2002; 68 FR 47, Jan. 2, 
2003]

§ 250.805 Safety device training. 
Personnel installing, inspecting, test-

ing, and maintaining these safety de-
vices and personnel operating the pro-
duction platforms shall be qualified in 
accordance with subpart O.

§ 250.806 Safety and pollution preven-
tion equipment quality assurance 
requirements. 

(a) General requirements. (1) Except as 
provided in paragraph (b)(1) of this sec-
tion, you may install only certified 
safety and pollution prevention equip-
ment (SPPE) in wells located on the 
OCS. SPPE includes the following: 

(i) Surface safety valves (SSV) and 
actuators; 

(ii) Underwater safety valves (USV) 
and actuators; and 

(iii) Subsurface safety valves (SSSV) 
and associated safety valve locks and 
landing nipples. 

(2) Certified SPPE is equipment the 
manufacturer certifies as manufac-
tured under a quality assurance pro-

gram MMS recognizes. MMS considers 
all other SPPE as noncertified. MMS 
recognizes two quality assurance pro-
grams: 

(i) ANSI/ASME SPPE–1, Quality As-
surance and Certification of Safety and 
Pollution-Prevention Equipment Used 
in Offshore Oil and Gas Operations; and 

(ii) API Spec Q1, Specification for 
Quality Programs. 

(3) All SSV’s and USV’s must meet 
the technical specifications of API 
Spec 6A and 6AV1. All SSSVs must 
meet the technical specifications of 
API Specification 14A. 

(4) For information on all standards 
mentioned in this section, see § 250.198. 

(b) Use of noncertified SPPE. (1) Before 
April 1, 1998, you may continue to use 
and install noncertified SPPE if it was 
in your inventory as of April 1, 1988, 
and was included in a list of noncer-
tified SPPE submitted to MMS prior to 
August 29, 1988. 

(2) On or after April 1, 1998: 
(i) You may not install additional 

noncertified SPPE; and 
(ii) When noncertified SPPE that is 

already in service requires offsite re-
pair, remanufacturing, or hot work 
such as welding, you must replace it 
with certified SPPE. 

(c) Recognizing other quality assurance 
programs. The MMS will consider recog-
nizing other quality assurance pro-
grams covering the manufacture of 
SPPE. If you want MMS to evaluate 
other quality assurance programs, sub-
mit relevant information about the 
program and reasons for recognition by 
MMS to the Chief, Engineering and Op-
erations Division; Minerals Manage-
ment Service; Mail Stop 4700; 381 Elden 
Street; Herndon, Virginia 20170–4817. 

[62 FR 42671, Aug. 8, 1997. Redesignated at 63 
FR 29479, May 29, 1998, as amended at 63 FR 
37068, July 9, 1998; 65 FR 76935, Dec. 8, 2000]

§ 250.807 Hydrogen sulfide. 

Production operations in zones 
known to contain hydrogen sulfide 
(H2S) or in zones where the presence of 
H2S is unknown, as defined in § 250.490 
of this part, shall be conducted in ac-
cordance with that section and other 
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relevant requirements of subpart H, 
Production Safety Systems. 

[53 FR 10690, Apr. 1, 1988. Redesignated and 
amended at 63 FR 29479, 29485, May 29, 1998; 68 
FR 8435, Feb. 20, 2003]

Subpart I—Platforms and 
Structures

§ 250.900 General requirements. 
(a) The lessee shall design, fabricate, 

install, use, inspect, and maintain all 
platforms and structures (platforms) 
on the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) 
to assure their structural integrity for 
the safe conduct of drilling, workover, 
and production operations, considering 
the specific environmental conditions 
at the platform location. 

(b) All new fixed or bottom-founded 
platforms (i.e., platforms or other 
structures, e.g., single-well caissons, 
artificial islands), shall be designed, 
fabricated, installed, inspected, and 
maintained in accordance with all the 
requirements of this section and 
§§ 250.901 and 250.904 through 250.914 of 
this subpart. Applications submitted 
pursuant to § 250.901 shall require the 
approval by the Regional Supervisor 
prior to platform installation. 

(c) All new platforms which meet any 
of the conditions listed below shall be 
subject to the Platform Verification 
Program and shall be designed, fab-
ricated, and installed in accordance 
with the requirements of §§ 250.901 
through 250.914 of this part. 

(1) Platforms installed in water 
depths exceeding 400 feet, 

(2) Platforms having natural periods 
in excess of 3 seconds, 

(3) Platforms installed in areas of un-
stable bottom conditions, 

(4) Platforms having configurations 
and designs which have not previously 
been used or proven for use in the area, 
or 

(5) Platforms installed in seismically 
active areas. 

(d) Major modification to any plat-
form shall be subject to the require-
ments of this subpart and shall require 
the approval of the Regional Super-
visor. Major modification means any 
structural changes which materially 
alter the approved plan or causes a 
major deviation from approved oper-
ations. 

(e)(1) Major repairs of damage to any 
platform shall require the prior ap-
proval of the Regional Supervisor. 
Major repairs of damage means correc-
tive operations involving structural 
members affecting the structural in-
tegrity of a portion or all of the plat-
form. 

(2) Under emergency conditions, re-
pairs to primary structural elements 
may be made to restore an existing 
permitted condition without prior ap-
proval. The Regional Supervisor shall 
be notified within 24 hours of the dam-
age that occurred and repairs that were 
made. The Regional Supervisor’s ap-
proval for repairs shall be obtained. 

(f) The requirements for an applica-
tion for approval for the reuse or con-
version of the use of an existing fixed 
or mobile platforms shall be deter-
mined on a case-by-case basis. An ap-
plication shall be submitted to the Re-
gional Supervisor for approval and 
shall include location, intended use, 
and demonstrate the adequacy of the 
design and structural condition of the 
platform. 

(g) In addition to the requirements of 
this subpart, platform design, fabrica-
tion, and installation shall conform to 
API RP 2A–WSD ‘‘Recommended Prac-
tice For Planning, Designing, And Con-
structing Fixed Offshore Platforms—
Working Stress Design,’’ (incorporated 
by reference, see § 250.198), or American 
Concrete Institute (ACI) 357R, ‘‘Guide 
for the Design and Construction of 
Fixed Offshore Concrete Structures,’’ 
(incorporated by reference, see 
§ 250.198), as appropriate. Alternative 
codes or rules may be utilized with ap-
proval of the Regional Supervisor. The 
requirements contained in these docu-
ments (API RP 2A–WSD and ACI 327R) 
are incorporated by reference in this 
part, see § 250.198. 

[53 FR 10690, Apr. 1, 1988. Redesignated and 
amended at 63 FR 29479, 29485, May 29, 1998; 64 
FR 9065, Feb. 24, 1999; 68 FR 19355, Apr. 21, 
2003]

§ 250.901 Application for approval. 

(a) All applications under the provi-
sions of this subpart shall be submitted 
to the Regional Supervisor for ap-
proval. All significant changes or 
modifications to approved applications 
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