
546

30 CFR Ch. II (7–1–03 Edition)§ 282.21 

(i) The lessee is responsible for ob-
taining all permits and approvals from 
MMS or other Agencies needed to carry 
out exploration, testing, development, 
and production activities under a lease 
issued under part 281 of this title.

§ 282.21 Plans, general. 
(a) No exploration, testing, develop-

ment, or production activities, except 
preliminary activities, shall be com-
menced or conducted on any lease ex-
cept in accordance with a plan sub-
mitted by the lessee and approved by 
the Director. Plans will not be ap-
proved before completion of com-
prehensive technical and environ-
mental evaluations to assure that the 
activities described will be carried out 
in a safe and environmentally respon-
sible manner. Prior to the approval of 
a plan, the Director will assure that 
the lessee is prepared to take adequate 
measures to prevent waste; conserve 
natural resources of the OCS; and pro-
tect the environment, human life, and 
correlative rights. The lessee shall 
demonstrate to the satisfaction of the 
Director that the lease is in good 
standing, the lessee is authorized and 
capable of conducting the activities de-
scribed in the plan, and that an accept-
able bond has been provided. 

(b) Plans shall be submitted to the 
Director for approval. The lessee shall 
submit the number of copies prescribed 
by the Director. Such plans shall de-
scribe in detail the activities that are 
to be conducted and shall demonstrate 
that the proposed exploration, testing, 
development, and production activities 
will be conducted in an operationally 
safe and environmentally responsible 
manner that is consistent with the pro-
visions of the lease, applicable laws, 
and regulations. The Governor of an af-
fected State and other Federal Agen-
cies shall be provided an opportunity 
to review and provide comments on 
proposed Delineation, Testing, and 
Mining Plans and any proposal for a 
significant modification to an approved 
plan. Following review, including the 
technical and environmental evalua-
tions, the Director shall either ap-
prove, disapprove, or require the lessee 
to modify its proposed plan. 

(c) Lessees are not required to submit 
a Delineation or Testing Plan prior to 

submittal of a proposed Testing or 
Mining Plan if the lessee has sufficient 
data and information on which to base 
a Testing or Mining Plan without car-
rying out postlease exploration and/or 
testing activities. A Mining Plan may 
include proposed exploration or testing 
activities where those activities are 
needed to obtain additional data and 
information on which to base plans for 
future mining activities. A Testing 
Plan may include exploration activi-
ties when those activities are needed to 
obtain additional data or information 
on which to base plans for future test-
ing or mining activities. 

(d) Preliminary activities are bathy-
metric, geological, geophysical, map-
ping, and other surveys necessary to 
develop a comprehensive Delineation, 
Testing, or Mining Plan. Such activi-
ties are those which have no signifi-
cant adverse impact on the natural re-
sources of the OCS. The lessee shall 
give notice to the Director at least 30 
days prior to initiating the proposed 
preliminary activities on the lease. 
The notice shall describe in detail 
those activities that are to be con-
ducted and the time schedule for con-
ducting those activities. 

(e) Leasehold activities shall be car-
ried out with due regard to conserva-
tion of resources, paying particular at-
tention to the wise management of 
OCS mineral resources, minimizing 
waste of the leased resource(s) in min-
ing and processing, and preventing 
damage to unmined parts of the min-
eral deposit and other resources of the 
OCS.

§ 282.22 Delineation Plan. 

All exploration activities shall be 
conducted in accordance with a Delin-
eation Plan submitted by the lessee 
and approved by the Director. The De-
lineation Plan shall describe the pro-
posed activities necessary to locate 
leased OCS minerals, characterize the 
quantity and quality of the minerals, 
and generate other information needed 
for the development of a comprehen-
sive Testing or Mining Plan. A Delinea-
tion Plan at a minimum shall include 
the following: 

(a) The OCS mineral(s) or primary in-
terest. 
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(b) A brief narrative description of 
the activities to be conducted and how 
the activities will lead to the discovery 
and evaluation of a commercially min-
able deposit on the lease. 

(c) The name, registration, and type 
of equipment to be used, including ves-
sel types as well as their navigation 
and mobile communication systems, 
and transportation corridors to be used 
between the lease and shore. 

(d) Information showing that the 
equipment to be used (including the 
vessel) is capable of performing the in-
tended operation in the environment 
which will be encountered. 

(e) Maps showing the proposed loca-
tions of test drill holes, the anticipated 
depth of penetration of test drill holes, 
the locations where surficial sample 
were taken, and the location of pro-
posed geophysical survey lines for each 
surveying method being employed. 

(f) A description of measures to be 
taken to avoid, minimize, or otherwise 
mitigate air, land, and water pollution 
and damage to aquatic and wildlife spe-
cies and their habitats; any unique or 
special features in the lease area; 
aquifers; other natural resources of the 
OCS; and hazards to public health, 
safety, and navigation. 

(g) A schedule indicating the starting 
and completion dates for each proposed 
exploration activity. 

(h) A list of any known archae-
ological resources on the lease and 
measures to assure that the proposed 
exploration activities do not damage 
those resources. 

(i) A description of any potential con-
flicts with other uses and users of the 
area. 

(j) A description of measures to be 
taken to monitor the effects of the pro-
posed exploration activities on the en-
vironment in accordance with § 282.28(c) 
of this part. 

(k) A detailed description of prac-
tices and procedures to effect the aban-
donment of exploration activities, e.g., 
plugging of test drill holes. The pro-
posed procedures shall indicate the 
steps to be taken to assure that test 
drill holes and other testing procedures 
which penetrate the seafloor to a sig-
nificant depth are properly sealed and 
that the seafloor is left free of obstruc-
tions or structures that may present a 

hazard to other uses or users of the 
OCS such as navigation or commercial 
fishing. 

(l) A detailed description of the cycle 
of all materials, the method for dis-
charge and disposal of waste and 
refuse, and the chemical and physical 
characteristics of waste and refuse. 

(m) A description of the potential en-
vironmental impacts of the proposed 
exploration activities including the fol-
lowing: 

(1) The location of associated port, 
transport, processing, and waste dis-
posal facilities and affected environ-
ment (e.g., maps, land use, and layout); 

(2) A description of the nature and 
degree of environmental impacts and 
the domestic socioeconomic effects of 
construction and operation of the asso-
ciated facilities, including waste char-
acteristics and toxicity; 

(3) Any proposed mitigation meas-
ures to avoid or minimize adverse im-
pacts on the environment; 

(4) A certificate of consistency with 
the federally approved State coastal 
zone management program, where ap-
plicable; and 

(5) Alternative sites and technologies 
considered by the lessee and the rea-
sons why they were not chosen. 

(n) Any other information needed for 
technical evaluation of the planned ac-
tivity, such as sample analyses to be 
conducted at sea, and the evaluation of 
potential environmental impacts.

§ 282.23 Testing Plan. 

All testing activities shall be con-
ducted in accordance with a Testing 
Plan submitted by the lessee and ap-
proved by the Director. Where a lessee 
needs more information to develop a 
detailed Mining Plan than is obtain-
able under an approved Delineation 
Plan, to prepare feasibility studies, to 
carry out a pilot program to evaluate 
processing techniques or technology or 
mining equipment, or to determine en-
vironmental effects by a pilot test min-
ing operation, the lessee shall submit a 
comprehensive Testing Plan for the Di-
rector’s approval. Any OCS minerals 
acquired during activities conducted 
under an approved Testing Plan will be 
subject to the payment of royalty pur-
suant to the governing lease terms. A 
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