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§290.109 How do I request an exten-
sion of time?

(a) If you are a party to an appeal
under this subpart, and you need addi-
tional time after the appeal com-
mences under 43 CFR 4.904 for any pur-
pose:

(1) You may obtain an extension of
time under this section; and

(2) You must submit a written re-
quest for an extension of time to:

(i) The office or official with whom
you must file a document before the re-
quired filing date; or

(i) If you are not seeking an exten-
sion of time to file a document, to the
office or official before whom the ap-
peal is pending.

(b) If you are an appellant, and if
your appeal involves monetary or non-
monetary obligations under Federal oil
and gas leases, you must agree in writ-
ing in your request to extend the pe-
riod in which the Department must
issue a final decision in your appeal
under 30 U.S.C. 1724(h) and 43 CFR 4.906,
by the amount of time for which you
are requesting an extension.

(c) If you are any other party to an
appeal involving monetary or non-
monetary obligations under Federal oil
and gas leases, the office or official
with whom you must file the request
may require you to submit a written
agreement signed by the appellant to
extend the period in which the Depart-
ment must issue a final decision in the
appeal under 43 CFR 4.906, by the
amount of time for which you are re-
questing an extension.

(d) The office or official with whom
you must file your request may decline
any request for an extension of time.

(e) You must serve your request on
all parties to the appeal.

§290.110 How do I exhaust administra-
tive remedies?

(a) To exhaust administrative rem-
edies, you must appeal an MMS Roy-
alty Management Program (RMP) or
delegated State order:

(1) To the MMS Director (or the Dep-
uty Commissioner of Indian Affairs
when Indian lands are involved); and

(2) Subsequently to the Interior
Board of Land Appeals under 30 CFR
part 290, subpart B, and 43 CFR part 4.
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(b) This section does not apply if an
order was made effective by:

(1) The Director;

(2) The Assistant Secretary for Land
and Minerals Management;

(3) The Assistant Secretary for In-
dian Affairs; or

(4) The Interior Board of Land Ap-
peals under 43 CFR part 4.
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§290.111 How will MMS and delegated
States serve official correspond-
ence?

(a) Method of service. The Royalty
Management Program (RMP) or a dele-
gated State will serve official cor-
respondence by sending the document
by certified or registered mail, return
receipt requested, to the addressee of
record established in paragraph (b) of
this section. Instead of certified or reg-
istered mail, RMP or a delegated State
may deliver the document personally
to the addressee of record and obtain a
signature acknowledging the address-
ee’s receipt of the document. Official
correspondence includes all orders that
are appealable under this subpart.

(b) Addressee of record. (1) The ad-
dressee of record for administrative
correspondence for refiners partici-
pating in the Government’s Royalty-
in-Kind (RIK) Program is the position
title, department name and address, or
individual name and address identified
in the executed royalty oil sale con-
tract. The refiner/purchaser may iden-
tify, in writing, a different position
title, department name and address, or
individual name and address for billing

purposes. The refiner must notify
MMS, in writing, of all addressee
changes.

(2) The addressee of record for serv-
ing official correspondence on anyone
required to report energy and mineral
resources removed from Federal and
Indian leases to the RMP Production
Accounting and Auditing System is the
most recent position title, department
name and address, or individual name
and address that RMP has in its
records for the reporter/payor. The re-
porter/payor is responsible for noti-
fying RMP, in writing, of any addressee
changes.

(3) The addressee of record for serv-
ing official correspondence concerning
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onshore Federal leases is the current
lessee of record with the Bureau of
Land Management. For Indian leases,
the addressee of record is the current
lessee of record with the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs. For offshore leases, the
addressee of record is the current les-
see of record with the MMS Offshore
Minerals Management Program. The
lessee is responsible for notifying the
appropriate Government office of any
addressee changes.

(4) The addressee of record for serv-
ing official correspondence in connec-
tion with reviews and audits of payor
records is the position title, depart-
ment name and address, or individual
name and address designated, in writ-
ing, by the company at the initiation
of the audit, or the most recent ad-
dressee that was specified, in writing,
by the payor.

(5) The addressee of record for serv-
ing official correspondence relating to
reporting on the ““Report of Sales and
Royalty Remittance” (Form MMS-
2014) is the most recent position title,
department name and address, or indi-
vidual name and address specified, in
writing, by the payor. The payor is re-
sponsible for notifying RMP, in writ-
ing, of any addressee changes.

(6) The addressee of record for serv-
ing official correspondence in connec-
tion with remittances pertaining to
rental and bonuses from nonproducing
Federal leases is the most recent posi-
tion title, department name and ad-
dress, or individual name and address
maintained in RMP records. The payor
is responsible for notifying RMP, in
writing, of any addressee changes.

(7) The addressee of record for serv-
ing official correspondence including
orders, demands, invoices, or decisions,
and other actions identified with
payors reporting to the RMP Auditing
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and Financial System not identified
above is the position title, department
name and address or individual name
and address for the payor identified on
the most recent Payor Confirmation
Report (Report No. RPI140R1) of a
Payor Information Form (PIF) (Form
MMS-4025 or Form MMS-4030) returned
by RMP to the payor for the Federal or
Indian lease (see 30 CFR 210.51 and
210.201).

(8) If correspondence applies to more
than one category identified in para-
graphs (b)(1) through (7) of this section,
MMS may serve the official cor-
respondence in accordance with the re-
quirements of any one paragraph.

(c) Dates of service. Except as provided
in paragraph (d) of this section, MMS
considers official correspondence as
served on the date that it is received at
the address of record established under
paragraph (b) of this section. A receipt
signed by any person at that address is
evidence of service. If official cor-
respondence is served both personally
and by registered or certified mail, the
date of service is the earlier of the two
dates, if they are different.

(d) Constructive service. (1) If delivery
cannot be made after reasonable effort
at the address of record established
under paragraph (b) of this section,
MMS deems official correspondence as
constructively served 7 days after the
date that the document is mailed.

(2) This provision covers such situa-
tions as nondelivery because the ad-
dressee has moved without filing a for-
warding address, the forwarding order
had expired, delivery was expressly re-
fused, or the document was unclaimed
where the attempt to deliver is sub-
stantiated by U.S. Postal Service au-
thorities.

[64 FR 50753, Sept. 20, 1999]
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