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(d) Any member who has filed an 
election, modification, or revocation 
prior to August 13, 1968, may before 
September 1, 1969, submit a written ap-
plication to the Secretary concerned 
requesting that such election, modi-
fication, or revocation remain under 
the time-of-election provisions of the 
law applicable on the date it was filed.

PART 53—WEARING OF THE 
UNIFORM

Sec.
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53.2 Policy.

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301, 10 U.S.C. 772.

§ 53.1 Purpose. 
This part prescribes limitations on 

wearing of the uniform by members of 
the Armed Forces, and establishes pol-
icy with respect to wearing of the uni-
form by former members of the Armed 
Forces. 
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§ 53.2 Policy. 
(a) Members of the Armed Forces (in-

cluding retired members and members 
of reserve components). The wearing of 
the uniform is prohibited under any of 
the following circumstances: 

(1) At any meeting or demonstration 
which is a function of, or sponsored by 
an organization, association, move-
ment, group, or combination of persons 
which the Attorney General of the 
United States has designated, pursuant 
to E.O. 10450 as amended, as totali-
tarian, fascist, communist, or subver-
sive, or as having adopted a policy of 
advocating or approving the commis-
sion of acts of force or violence to deny 
others their rights under The Constitu-
tion of the United States, or as seeking 
to alter the form of Government of the 
United States by unconstitutional 
means. 

(2) During or in connection with the 
furtherance of political activities, pri-
vate employment or commercial inter-
ests, when an inference of official spon-
sorship for the activity or interest 
could be drawn. 

(3) Except when authorized by com-
petent Service authority, when partici-
pating in activities such as public 

speeches, interviews, picket lines, 
marches, rallies or any public dem-
onstrations (including those pertaining 
to civil rights), which may imply Serv-
ice Sanction of the cause for which the 
demonstration or activity is con-
ducted. 

(4) When wearing of the uniform 
would tend to bring discredit upon the 
Armed Forces. 

(5) When specifically prohibited by 
regulations of the department con-
cerned. 

(b) Former members of the Armed 
Forces. (1) Unless qualified under an-
other provision of this part or under 
the provisions of 10 U.S.C. 772, former 
members who served honorably during 
a declared or undeclared war and whose 
most recent service was terminated 
under honorable conditions may wear 
the uniform in the highest grade held 
during such war service only upon the 
following occasions and in the course 
of travel incidents thereto: 

(i) Military funerals, memorial serv-
ices, weddings, and inaugurals. 

(ii) Parades on national or State holi-
days; or other parades or ceremonies of 
a patriotic character in which any ac-
tive or reserve U.S. military unit is 
taking part. 

(2) Wearing of the uniform or any 
part thereof at any other time or for 
any other purpose is prohibited. 

(c) Medal of Honor holders. Persons 
who have been awarded the Medal of 
Honor may wear the uniform at their 
pleasure except under the cir-
cumstances set forth in paragraph (a) 
of this section. 

[35 FR 1236, Jan. 30, 1970]
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