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satisfactory likeness of the applicant. 
It shall portray the largest image of 
the head and upper shoulders possible 
within the dimensions specified. 

(4) Fingerprint records on each appli-
cant shall be taken by the Coast Guard 
at the time application is submitted. 

(5) The applicant shall present satis-
factory proof of his citizenship. 

(6) The applicant shall indicate the 
address to which his Coast Guard Port 
Security Card can be delivered to him 
by mail. Under special circumstances 
the applicant may arrange to call in 
person for the Coast Guard Port Secu-
rity Card. 

(7) The applicant shall present his ap-
plication, in person, to a Coast Guard 
Port Security Unit designated to re-
ceive such applications. Such units will 
be located in or near each port where 
Coast Guard Port Security Cards are 
required. Each Captain of the Port 
shall forward promptly to the Com-
mandant each application for a Coast 
Guard Port Security Card received by 
him. 

(b) If an applicant fails or refuses to 
furnish the required information or to 
make full and complete answer with re-
spect to all matters of inquiry, the 
Commandant shall hold in abeyance 
further consideration of the applica-
tion, and shall notify the applicant 
that further action will not be taken 
unless and until the applicant fur-
nishes the required information and 
fully and completely answers all in-
quiries directed to him. 

[CGFR 59–63, 25 FR 1589, Feb. 24, 1960]

§ 125.23 United States citizens. 
Acceptable evidence of United States 

citizenship is described in this section 
in the order of its desirability; how-
ever, the Coast Guard will reject any 
evidence not believed to be authentic; 

(a) Birth certificate or certified copy 
thereof. 

(b) Certificate of naturalization. This 
shall be presented by all persons claim-
ing citizenship through naturalization. 

(c) Baptismal certificate or parish 
record recorded within one year after 
birth. 

(d) Statement of a practicing physi-
cian certifying that he attended the 
birth and that he has a record in his 

possession showing the date and place 
of birth. 

(e) United States passport. 
(f) A commission in one of the armed 

forces of the United States, either reg-
ular or reserve; or satisfactory docu-
mentary evidence of having been com-
missioned in one of the armed forces 
subsequent to January 1, 1936, provided 
such commission or evidence shows the 
holder to be a citizen. 

(g) A continuous discharge book, or 
Merchant Mariner’s Document issued 
by the Coast Guard which shows the 
holder to be a citizen of the United 
States. 

(h) If an applicant claiming to be a 
citizen of the United States submits a 
delayed certificate of birth issued 
under a State’s seal, it may be accept-
ed as prima facie evidence of citizen-
ship if no one of the requirements in 
paragraphs (a) through (g) of this sec-
tion can be met by the applicant and in 
the absence of any collateral facts indi-
cating fraud in its procurement. 

(i) If no one of the requirements in 
paragraphs (a) through (h) of this sec-
tion can be met by the applicant, he 
should make a statement to that ef-
fect, and in an attempt to establish 
citizenship, he may submit for consid-
eration data of the following character: 

(1) Report of the Census Bureau 
showing the earliest record of age or 
birth available. Request for such infor-
mation should be addressed to the Di-
rector of the Census, Suitland, Md. 
20233. In making such request, definite 
information must be furnished the Cen-
sus Bureau as to the place of residence 
when the first census was taken after 
the birth of the applicant, giving the 
name of the street and the number of 
the house, or other identification of 
place where living, etc.; also names of 
parents or the names of other persons 
with whom residing on the date speci-
fied. 

(2) School records, immigration rec-
ords, or insurance policies (the latter 
must be at least 10 years old).

§ 125.25 Aliens. 

Alien registration records together 
with other papers and documents 
which indicated the country of which
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the applicant is a citizen shall be ac-
cepted as evidence of citizenship in a 
foreign nation.

§ 125.27 Sponsorship of applicant. 
Applications for a Coast Guard Port 

Security Card shall not be accepted un-
less sponsored. The applicant shall be 
sponsored by an authorized official of 
applicant’s employer or by an author-
ized official of applicant’s labor union. 
Each company and each labor union 
concerned shall file with the appro-
priate Captain of the Port a list of offi-
cials of the company or union who are 
authorized to sponsor applicants. Other 
sponsorship may be accepted where the 
circumstances warrant.

§ 125.29 Insufficient information. 
(a)(1) If, in the judgment of the Com-

mandant, an application does not con-
tain sufficient information to enable 
him to satisfy himself that the char-
acter and habits of life of the applicant 
are such to warrant the belief that his 
presence on waterfront facilities, and 
port and harbor areas, including ves-
sels and harbor craft herein, would not 
be inimical to the security of the 
United States, the Commandant may 
require the applicant to furnish, under 
oath in writing or orally, such further 
information as he deems pertinent to 
the standards set forth in § 125.19 and 
necessary to enable him to make such 
a determination. 

(2) If an applicant fails or refuses to 
furnish such additional information, 
the Commandant shall hold in abey-
ance further consideration of the appli-
cation, and shall notify the applicant 
that further action will not be taken 
unless and until the applicant fur-
nishes such information. 

(b) Upon receipt, the application and 
such further information as the Com-
mandant may have required shall be 
referred, except in those instances 
where action on an application is held 
in abeyance pursuant to § 125.21(b) or to 
paragraph (a)(2) of this section, to a 
committee composed of a representa-
tive of the Legal Division, of the Mer-
chant Vessel Personnel Division and of 
the Intelligence Division, Coast Guard 
Headquarters. The committee shall 
prepare an analysis of the available in-
formation and shall make rec-

ommendations for action by the Com-
mandant. 

[CGFR 59–63, 25 FR 1589, Feb. 24, 1960]

§ 125.31 Approval of applicant by Com-
mandant. 

(a) If the Commandant is satisfied 
that the character and habits of life of 
the applicant are not such as to war-
rant the belief that his presence on wa-
terfront facilities, and port and harbor 
areas, including vessels and harbor 
craft therein, would be inimical to the 
security of the United States, he will 
direct that a Coast Guard Port Secu-
rity Card be issued to the applicant. 

(b) If the Commandant is not satis-
fied that the character and habits of 
life of the applicant are such as to war-
rant the belief that his presence on wa-
terfront facilities, and port and harbor 
areas, including vessels and harbor 
craft therein, would not be inimical to 
the security of the United States, he 
will notify the applicant in writing as 
provided for in § 125.35.

§ 125.33 Holders of Coast Guard Port 
Security Cards. 

(a) Whenever the Commandant is not 
satisfied that the character and habits 
of life of a holder of a Coast Guard Port 
Security Card are such as to warrant 
the belief that his presence on water-
front facilities and port and harbor 
areas, including vessels and harbor 
craft therein, would not be inimical to 
the security of the United States, he 
will request the holder to furnish, 
under oath in writing, such informa-
tion as he deems pertinent and nec-
essary for a determination on this 
issue. 

(b) If the holder fails or refuses to 
furnish such information within thirty 
(30) days after receipt of the Com-
mandant’s request, the Commandant 
may issue the written notice provided 
for in § 125.35(a). 

(c) The holder’s failure or refusal to 
furnish such information shall preclude 
a determination that the holder’s char-
acter and habits of life are such as to 
warrant the belief that his presence on 
waterfront facilities, and port and har-
bor areas, including vessels and harbor 
craft therein, would not be inimical to 
the security of the United States.
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