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SUBCHAPTER N—OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF ACTIVITIES

PART 140—GENERAL
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Subpart A—General

§ 140.1 Purpose. 
This subchapter is intended to pro-

mote safety of life and property on 
Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) facili-
ties, vessels, and other units engaged 
in OCS activities, protect the marine 
environment, and implement the Outer 
Continental Shelf Lands Act (43 U.S.C. 
1331 et seq.), as amended by the Outer 
Continental Shelf Lands Act Amend-
ments of 1978 (Pub. L. 95–372, 92 Stat. 
629).

§ 140.3 Applicability. 
Unless otherwise stated, this sub-

chapter applies to OCS facilities, ves-
sels, and other units engaged in OCS 
activities as the term ‘‘OCS activities’’ 
is defined in § 140.10. This subchapter 

does not apply to pipelines and deep-
water ports (as the term ‘‘deepwater 
port’’ is defined in section 3(10) of the 
Deepwater Port Act of 1974 (33 U.S.C. 
1502)).

§ 140.4 Relationship to other law. 

(a) Design and equipment require-
ments of this subchapter for OCS fa-
cilities, including mobile offshore drill-
ing units in contact with the seabed of 
the OCS for exploration or exploitation 
of subsea resources, are in addition to 
the regulations and orders of the U.S. 
Geological Survey applicable to those 
facilities. 

(b) Any apparent conflict between 
the application of any requirement of 
this subchapter and any regulation or 
order of the U.S. Geological Survey 
should immediately be brought to the 
attention of the Officer in Charge, Ma-
rine Inspection. 

(c) This subchapter does not establish 
design requirements for fixed OCS fa-
cilities or regulate drilling or produc-
tion equipment on any OCS facility or 
attending vessel, except for matters af-
fecting navigation or workplace safety 
or health.

§ 140.5 Exemptions during construc-
tion. 

The Officer in Charge, Marine Inspec-
tion, may exempt any unit under con-
struction from any requirements of 
this subchapter that would be imprac-
ticable or unreasonable to apply during 
construction or erection of the unit.

§ 140.7 Incorporation by reference. 

(a) Certain materials are incor-
porated by reference into this sub-
chapter with the approval of the Direc-
tor of the Federal Register in accord-
ance with 5 U.S.C. 552(a). To enforce 
any edition other than the one listed in 
paragraph (b) of this section, notice of 
the change must be published in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER and the material 
made available to the public. All ap-
proved material is on file at the Office 
of the Federal Register, 800 North Cap-
itol Street, NW., suite 700, Washington, 
DC and at U.S. Coast Guard, Office of
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