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(b) Injury to 5 or more persons in a 
single incident; or 

(c) Injury causing any person to be 
incapacitated for more than 72 hours. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under OMB control numbers 2115–0003 
and 2115–0004)

PART 147—SAFETY ZONES
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SOURCE: CGD 78–160, 47 FR 9386, Mar. 4, 
1982, unless otherwise noted.

§ 147.1 Purpose of safety zones. 
Safety zones may be established 

around OCS facilities being con-

structed, maintained, or operated on 
the Outer Continental Shelf to promote 
the safety of life and property on the 
facilities, their appurtenances and at-
tending vessels, and on the adjacent 
waters within the safety zones. Regula-
tions adopted for safety zones may ex-
tend to the prevention or control of 
specific activities and access by vessels 
or persons, and include measures to 
protect the living resources of the sea 
from harmful agents. The regulations 
do not encompass the operating equip-
ment or procedures used in the drilling 
for and production of oil, gas, or other 
minerals, or the transportation of oil, 
gas, or other minerals by pipeline ex-
cept as they relate to the safety of life 
and property on OCS facilities and on 
the waters adjacent to OCS facilities or 
to the protection of the living re-
sources of the sea within a safety zone 
from harmful agents.

§ 147.5 Delegation of authority. 
The authority to establish safety 

zones and to issue and enforce safety 
zone regulations in accordance with 
the provisions of this part is delegated 
to District Commanders.

§ 147.10 Establishment of safety zones. 
(a) Whenever it comes to the atten-

tion of the District Commander that a 
safety zone and regulations may be re-
quired concerning any OCS facility 
being constructed, maintained, or oper-
ated on the Outer Continental Shelf or 
its appurtenances and attending ves-
sels, or the adjacent waters, the Dis-
trict Commander may initiate appro-
priate inquiry to determine whether a 
safety zone and regulations should be 
established. In making this determina-
tion, the District Commander considers 
all relevant safety factors, including 
existing or reasonably foreseeable con-
gestion of vessels, the presence of un-
usually harmful or hazardous sub-
stances, and any obstructions within 
500 meters of the OCS facility. If the 
District Commander determines that 
the circumstances warrant the estab-
lishment of a safety zone and regula-
tions the District Commander takes 
action as necessary consistent with the 
provisions of this part. 

(b) Except as provided in paragraph 
(c) of this section, a safety zone and
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necessary regulations may be estab-
lished concerning any OCS facility 
being constructed, maintained or oper-
ated on the Outer Continental Shelf, 
following publication of a notice of 
proposed rule making in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER and after interested parties 
have been given the opportunity to 
submit comments. A zone and nec-
essary regulations may be in effect 
during any period when construction 
equipment and materials are within 500 
meters of the construction site until 
the removal of all portions of the facil-
ity. 

(c) A safety zone and necessary regu-
lations may be established without 
public rule making procedures when 
the District Commander determined 
that imminent danger exists with re-
spect to the safety of life and property 
on an OCS facility constructed, main-
tained, or operated on the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf, its appurtenances and at-
tending vessels or adjacent waters. A 
safety zone and regulations may be 
made effective on the date the rule is 
published in the FEDERAL REGISTER. 
However, if circumstances require, 
they may be placed into effect imme-
diately, followed promptly by publica-
tion in the FEDERAL REGISTER. The 
District Commander may utilize, in ad-
dition to broadcast Notices to Mari-
ners, Local Notices to Mariners, and 
Notices to Mariners, newspapers, and 
broadcasting stations to disseminate 
information concerning a safety zone 
and regulations pertaining thereto. 
The public may comment concerning 
the establishment of a safety zone or 
regulations under this paragraph. A 
safety zone or regulations may be 
modified or withdrawn, as appropriate, 
based on the comments received. 

(d) Geographic coordinates expressed 
in terms of latitude or longitude, or 
both, are not intended for plotting on 
maps or charts whose referenced hori-
zontal datum is the North American 
Datum of 1983 (NAD 83), unless such ge-
ographic coordinates are expressly la-
beled NAD 83. Geographic coordinates 
without the NAD 83 reference may be 
plotted on maps or charts reference to 
NAD 83 only after application of the 
appropriate corrections that are pub-

lished on the particular map or chart 
being used. 

[CGD 78–160, 47 FR 9386, Mar. 4, 1982, as 
amended by CGD 86–082, 52 FR 33811, Sept. 8, 
1987]

§ 147.15 Extent of safety zones. 
A safety zone establishment under 

this part may extend to a maximum 
distance of 500 meters around the OCS 
facility measured from each point on 
its outer edge or from its construction 
site, but may not interfere with the use 
of recognized sea lanes essential to 
navigation.

§ 147.20 Definitions. 
Unless otherwise stated, the term 

‘‘attending vessel’’ refers to any vessel 
which is operated by the owner or oper-
ator of an OCS facility located in the 
safety zone, which is used for the pur-
pose of carrying supplies, equipment or 
personnel to or from the facility, which 
is engaged in construction, mainte-
nance, alteration, or repair of the facil-
ity, or which is used for further explo-
ration, production, transfer or storage 
of natural resources from the seabed 
beneath the safety zone. 

[CGD 08–99–023, 65 FR 16825, Mar. 30, 2000]

§ 147.801 Boxer Platform safety zone. 
(a) Description. The Boxer Platform 

is located at position 27°56′48″ N, 
90°59′48″ W. The area within 500 meters 
(1640.4 feet) from each point on the 
structure’s outer edge, not to extend 
into the adjacent East—West Gulf of 
Mexico Fairway is a safety zone. 

(b) Regulation. No vessel may enter or 
remain in this safety zone except: 

(1) An attending vessel; 
(2) A vessel under 100 feet in length 

overall not engaged in towing; or 
(3) A vessel authorized by the Com-

mander, Eighth Coast Guard District. 

[CGD 08–99–023, 65 FR 16825, Mar. 30, 2000]

§ 147.803 Bullwinkle Platform safety 
zone. 

(a) Description. The Bullwinkle Plat-
form is located at position 27°53′01″ N, 
90°54′04″ W. The area within 500 meters 
(1640.4 feet) from each point on the 
structure’s outer edge is a safety zone. 

(b) Regulation. No vessel may enter or 
remain in this safety zone except:
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