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(t) Sorbent means materials essen-
tially inert and insoluble used to re-
move oil from water through a variety 
of sorption mechanisms. Examples in-
clude straw, expanded perlite, poly-
urethane foam, reclaimed paper fibers, 
and peat moss. 

(u) Such quantities as may be harmful 
means those quantities of oil and any 
hazardous substances determined in ac-
cordance with the provisions of section 
311(b)(4) of the Act.

NOTE: Regulations that relate to such 
quantities as may be harmful of oil are pub-
lished in 40 CFR Part 110. Regulations that 
relate to such quantities as may be harmful 
(reportable quantities) of hazardous sub-
stances are published in 40 CFR Part 117 and 
also listed in 40 CFR Part 302.

(v) United States means the States, 
the District of Columbia, the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, Guam, Amer-
ican Samoa, the Virgin Islands, and the 
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands. 

(w) Vessel means every description of 
watercraft or other artificial contriv-
ance used, or capable of being used, as 
a means of transportation on water 
other than a public vessel. 

[CGD 84–067, 51 FR 17965, May 16, 1986, as 
amended by CGD 88–052, 53 FR 25121, July 1, 
1988; CGD 96–026, 61 FR 33665, June 28, 1996; 
CGD 97–023, 62 FR 33363, June 19, 1997; USCG–
2002–12471, 67 FR 41333, June 18, 2002]

§ 153.105 FWPCA delegations and re-
delegation. 

The delegations and redelegations 
under the Federal Water Pollution 
Control Act (FWPCA) [33 U.S.C. 1321 et 
seq.] are published in § 1.01–80 and § 1.01–
85, respectively, of this chapter. 

[CGD 91–225, 59 FR 66485, Dec. 27, 1994]

§ 153.107 [Reserved]

§ 153.109 CERCLA delegations. 

The delegations under the Com-
prehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act of 
1980 (CERCLA) are published in § 1.01–70 
of this chapter. 

[CGD 83–009, 49 FR 575, Jan. 5, 1984]

Subpart B—Notice of the Dis-
charge of Oil or a Hazardous 
Substance

§ 153.201 Purpose. 
The purpose of this subpart is to pre-

scribe the manner in which the notice 
required in section 311(b)(5) of the Act 
is to be given and to list the govern-
ment officials to receive that notice.

§ 153.203 Procedure for the notice of 
discharge. 

Any person in charge of a vessel or of 
an onshore or offshore facility shall, as 
soon as they have knowledge of any 
discharge of oil or a hazardous sub-
stance from such vessel or facility in 
violation of section 311(b)(3) of the Act, 
immediately notify the National Re-
sponse Center (NRC), U.S. Coast Guard, 
2100 Second Street, SW., Washington, 
DC 20593, toll free telephone number 
800–424–8802 (in Washington, DC metro-
politan area, (202) 267–2675). If direct re-
porting to the NRC is not practicable, 
reports may be made to the Coast 
Guard or EPA predesignated OSC for 
the geographic area where the dis-
charge occurs. All such reports shall be 
promptly relayed to the NRC. If it is 
not possible to notify the NRC or the 
predesignated OSC immediately, re-
ports may be made immediately to the 
nearest Coast Guard unit, provided 
that the person in charge of the vessel 
or onshore or offshore facility notifies 
the NRC as soon as possible.

NOTE: Geographical jurisdiction of Coast 
Guard and EPA OSC’s are specified in the ap-
plicable Regional Contingency Plan. Re-
gional Contingency Plans are available at 
Coast Guard District Offices and EPA Re-
gional Offices as indicated in Table 2. Ad-
dresses and telephone numbers for these of-
fices are listed in Table 1.

[CGD 84–067, 51 FR 17966, May 16, 1986, as 
amended by CGD 88–052, 53 FR 25121, July 1, 
1988]

§ 153.205 Fines. 
Section 311(b)(5) of the Act prescribes 

that any person who fails to notify the 
appropriate agency of the United 
States Government immediately of a 
discharge is, upon conviction, fined in
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