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any other commercial activity, such as 
the carriage of any type of cargo. 

Oil tanker means a vessel that is con-
structed or adapted primarily to carry 
crude oil or products in bulk as cargo. 
This includes a tank barge, a tankship, 
and a combination carrier, as well as a 
vessel that is constructed or adapted 
primarily to carry noxious liquid sub-
stances in bulk as cargo and which also 
carries crude oil or products in bulk as 
cargo. 

Oily mixture means a mixture, in any 
form, with any oil content. ‘‘Oily mix-
ture’’ includes, but is not limited to— 

(1) Slops from bilges; 
(2) Slops from oil cargoes (such as 

cargo tank washings, oily waste, and 
oily refuse); 

(3) Oil residue; and 
(4) Oily ballast water from cargo or 

fuel oil tanks, including any oil cargo 
residue. 

Oily mixture means a mixture with 
any oil content. 

Other non-petroleum oil means an oil 
of any kind that is not petroleum oil, 
an animal fat, or a vegetable oil. 

Permeability of a space means the 
ratio of the volume within a space that 
is assumed to be occupied by water to 
the total volume of that space. 

Petroleum oil means petroleum in any 
form, including but not limited to, 
crude oil, fuel oil, sludge, oil residue, 
and refined products. 

Primary towing vessel means any ves-
sel engaged in towing astern, along-
side, or pushing ahead and includes the 
tug in an integrated tug barge. It does 
not include fleeting or assist towing 
vessels. 

Product means any liquid hydro-
carbon mixture in any form, except 
crude oil, petrochemicals, and liquefied 
gases. 

Segregated ballast means the ballast 
water introduced into a tank that is 
completely separated from the cargo 
oil and fuel oil system and that is per-
manently allocated to the carriage of 
ballast. 

Slop tank means a tank specifically 
designated for the collection of cargo 
drainings, washings, and other oily 
mixtures. 

Tank means an enclosed space that is 
formed by the permanent structure of a 

vessel, and designed for the carriage of 
liquid in bulk. 

Tank barge means a tank vessel not 
equipped with a means of self-propul-
sion. 

Tank vessel means a vessel that is 
constructed or adapted primarily to 
carry, or that carries, oil or hazardous 
material in bulk as cargo or cargo res-
idue, and that— 

(1) Is a vessel of the United States; 
(2) Operates on the navigable waters 

of the United States; or 
(3) Transfers oil or hazardous mate-

rial in a port or place subject to the ju-
risdiction of the United States. This 
does not include an offshore supply ves-
sel, or a fishing vessel or fish tender 
vessel of not more than 750 gross tons 
when engaged only in the fishing indus-
try. 

Tankship means a tank vessel pro-
pelled by mechanical power or sail. 

Vegetable oil means a non-petroleum 
oil or fat not specifically identified 
elsewhere in this part that is derived 
from plant seeds, nuts, kernels, or 
fruits. 

Wing tank means a tank that is lo-
cated adjacent to the side shell plating. 

[CGD 96–026, 61 FR 33666, June 28, 1996; 61 FR 
36786, July 12, 1996, as amended by CGD 91–
045, 61 FR 39788, July 30, 1996; USCG–2000–
7641, 66 FR 55572, Nov. 2, 2001]

§ 157.04 Authorization of classification 
societies. 

(a) The Coast Guard may authorize 
any classification society (CS) to per-
form certain plan reviews, certifi-
cations, and inspections required by 
this part on vessels classed by that CS, 
except that only U.S. classification so-
cieties may be authorized to perform 
those plan reviews, inspections, and 
certifications for U.S. vessels. 

(b) If a CS desires authorization to 
perform the plan reviews, certifi-
cations, and inspections required under 
this part, it must submit to the Com-
mandant (G–MOC), U.S. Coast Guard, 
Washington, DC 20593–0001, evidence 
from the governments concerned show-
ing that they have authorized the CS 
to inspect and certify vessels on their 
behalf under the MARPOL 73/78. 

(c) The Coast Guard notifies the CS 
in writing whether or not it is accepted 
as an authorized CS. If authorization is
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refused, reasons for the refusal are in-
cluded. 

(d) Acceptance as an authorized CS 
terminates unless the following are 
met: 

(1) The authorized CS must have each 
Coast Guard regulation that is applica-
ble to foreign vessels on the navigable 
waters of the United States. 

(2) Each issue concerning equivalents 
to the regulations in this part must be 
referred to the Coast Guard for deter-
mination. 

(3) Copies of any plans, calculations, 
records of inspections, or other docu-
ments relating to any plan review, in-
spection, or certification performed to 
meet this part must be made available 
to the Coast Guard. 

(4) Each document certified under 
§§ 157.116(a)(2), 157.118(b)(1)(ii), and 
157.216(b)(1)(ii) must be marked with 
the name or seal of the authorized CS. 

(5) A copy of the final documentation 
that is issued to each vessel that is cer-
tified under this part must be referred 
to the Commandant (G–MOC), U.S. 
Coast Guard, Washington, D.C. 20593–
0001. 

(Reporting and recordkeeping requirements 
approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 2115–0520) 

[CGD 82–28, 50 FR 11625, and 11630, Mar. 22, 
1985, as amended by CGD 88–052, 53 FR 25122, 
July 1, 1988; CGD 96–026, 61 FR 33668, June 28, 
1996; USCG–2000–7641, 66 FR 55573, Nov. 2, 
2001]

§ 157.05 Performing calculations for 
this part. 

In this part, unless the context re-
quires otherwise: 

(a) Formulas are in the International 
System of Units (SI); 

(b) Values used in those formulas 
must be in the International System of 
Units; and 

(c) Forward and after perpendiculars 
are located at the forward end and at 
the after end of the length. The for-
ward perpendicular coincides with the 
foreside of the stem on the waterline 
on which the length of the vessel is 
measured.

§ 157.06 Appeals. 
(a) Any person directly affected by an 

action taken under this part may re-
quest reconsideration by the Coast 

Guard official who is responsible for 
that action. 

(b) Any person not satisfied with a 
ruling made under the procedure con-
tained in paragraph (a) of this section 
may appeal that ruling in writing, ex-
cept as allowed under paragraph (e) of 
this section, to the Coast Guard Dis-
trict Commander of the district in 
which the action was taken. The appeal 
may contain supporting documentation 
and evidence that the appellant wishes 
to have considered. If requested, the 
District Commander may stay the ef-
fect of the action being appealed while 
the ruling is being reviewed. The Dis-
trict Commander issues a ruling after 
reviewing the appeal submitted under 
this paragraph. 

(c) Any person not satisfied with a 
ruling made under the procedure con-
tained in paragraph (b) of this section 
may appeal that ruling in writing, ex-
cept as allowed under paragraph (e) of 
this section, to the Assistant Com-
mandant for Marine Safety, Security 
and Environmental Protection, U.S. 
Coast Guard, Washington, DC 20593–
0001. The appeal may contain sup-
porting documentation and evidence 
that the appellant wishes to have con-
sidered. If requested, the Assistant 
Commandant for Marine Safety, Secu-
rity and Environmental Protection 
may stay the effect of the action being 
appealed while the ruling is being re-
viewed. The Chief, Marine Safety, Se-
curity and Environmental Protection 
issues a ruling after reviewing the ap-
peal submitted under this paragraph. 

(d) Any decision made by the Assist-
ant Commandant for Marine Safety, 
Security and Environmental Protec-
tion under the procedure contained in 
paragraph (c) of this section is final 
agency action. 

(e) If the delay in presenting a writ-
ten appeal would have a significant ad-
verse impact on the appellant, the ap-
peal under paragraph (b) or (c) of this 
section may initially be presented oral-
ly. If an initial presentation of the ap-
peal is made orally, the appellant must 
submit the appeal in writing within 
five days of the oral presentation to 
the Coast Guard official to whom the 
oral presentation was made. The writ-
ten appeal must contain, at a min-
imum the basis for the appeal and a
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