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the channel width or 55 feet wide have
cleared the channel. When passing is
necessary in narrow channels,
overwidth tows shall yield to the max-
imum. Separate permission must be re-
ceived from the District Commander
for each overlength or overwidth move-
ment. In addition, the following excep-
tions are allowed:

(i) Gulf Intracoastal Waterway—Be-
tween mile 6.2 EHL (Inner Harbor Navi-
gation Canal Lock) and mile 33.6 EHL
tows of 78 feet in width will be allowed.

(iii) Gulf Intercoastal Waterway—Be-
tween mile 33.6 EHL and the Mobile
Bay Ship Channel, tows of 108 feet in
width will be allowed if under 750 feet
in length including the towboat but ex-
cluding the length of the hawser.

(iv) Gulf Intracoastal Waterway—Mo-
bile Bay Ship Channel to St. Marks,
Fla., for tows made up of empty barges
on the off or shallow side, a width of 75
feet will be allowed.

(v) AIll vessels pulling tows not
equipped with rudders in restricted
channels and land cuts shall use two
towlines, or a bridle on one towline,
shortened as much as safety of the tow-
ing vessel permits, so as to have max-
imum control at all times. The various
parts of a tow shall be securely assem-
bled with the individual units con-
nected by lines as short as practicable.
In open water, the towlines and fas-
tenings between barges may be length-
ened so as to accommodate the wave
surge. In the case of lengthy or cum-
bersome tows, or tows in restricted
channels, the District Commander may
require that tows be broken up, and
may require the installation of a rud-
der or other approved steering device
on the tow in order to avoid obstruct-
ing navigation or damaging the prop-
erty of others. Pushing barges with
towing vessel astern, towing barges
with towing vessel alongside, or push-
ing and pulling barges with units of the
tow made up both ahead and astern of
the towing vessel are permissible pro-
vided that adequate power is employed
to keep the tows under full control at
all times. No tow shall be drawn by a
vessel that has insufficient power or
crew to permit ready maneuverability
and safe handling.

(vi) All tows navigating the Pass
Manchac bridges in Louisiana are lim-
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ited to no more than two barges, not to
exceed a combined tow length of 400
feet (excluding the towboat). Vessel op-
erators for tows exceeding these limits
must request and receive permission
from the COTP New Orleans prior to
navigating the bridges. Requests
should be made by telephoning the
COTP at 504-589-7101. Any decision
made by the COTP is final agency ac-
tion.

(6) Projections from vessels: Vessels
or tows carrying a deck load which
overhangs or projects over the side, or
whose rigging projects over the side, so
as to endanger passing vessels,
wharves, or other property, shall not
enter or pass through any of the nar-
row parts of the waterway without
prior approval of the District Com-
mander.

(7) Meeting and passing: Passing ves-
sels shall give the proper signals and
pass in accordance with the Inter-
national Rules, the Navigation Rules,
International-Inland, Commandant In-
struction M16672.2 (Series), where ap-
plicable. At certain intersections where
strong currents, may be encountered,
sailing directions may be issued
through navigation bulletins or signs
posted on each side of the intersec-
tions.

NoOTE: The Corps of Engineers also has reg-
ulations dealing with this section in 33 CFR
207.

[CGD 75-082, 42 FR 51759, Sept. 29, 1977, as
amended by CGD 78-050, 45 FR 43167, June 26,
1980; USCG-2000-7223, 65 FR 40058, June 29,
2000]

§162.80 Mississippi River below mouth
of Ohio River, including South and
Southwest passes.

(a) Mooring on the Mississippi River be-
tween miles 311.5 AHP and 340.0 AHP. (1)
No vessel or craft shall moor along ei-
ther bank of the Mississippi River be-
tween miles 311.5 AHP and mile 340.0
AHP except in case of an emergency,
pursuant to an approved navigation
permit, or as authorized by the District
Commander. Vessels may be moored
any place outside the navigation chan-
nel in this reach in case of an emer-
gency and then for only the minimum
time required to terminate the emer-
gency. When so moored, all vessels
shall be securely tied with bow and
stern lines of sufficient strength and
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fastenings to withstand currents,
winds, wave action, suction from pass-
ing vessels or any other forces which
might cause the vessels to break their
moorings. When vessels are so moored,
a guard shall be on board at all times
to ensure that proper signals are dis-
played and that the vessels are se-
curely and adequately moored.

(2) Vessels may be moored any time
at facilities constructed in accordance
with an approved navigation permit or
as authorized by the District Com-
mander. When so moored, each vessel
shall have sufficient fastenings to pre-
vent the vessels from breaking loose by
wind, current, wave action, suction
from passing vessels or any other
forces which might cause the vessel to
break its mooring. The number of ves-
sels in one fleet and the width of the
fleet of vessels tied abreast shall not
extend into the fairway or be greater
than allowed under the permit.

(3) Mariners should report imme-
diately by radio or fastest available
means to the lockmaster at Old River
Lock or to any government patrol or
survey boat in the vicinity any emer-
gency mooring or vessels drifting un-
controlled within the area described in
paragraph (a)(1) of this section. It is
the responsibility and duty of the mas-
ter of a towing vessel releasing or
mooring a vessel in this reach of the
Mississippi River to report such action
immediately.

(b) Mooring on Mississippi River below
Baton Rouge, La., including South and
Southwest Passes. (1) When tied up indi-
vidually or in fleets, vessels shall be
moored with sufficient lines and shore
fastenings to insure their remaining in
place and withstanding the action of
winds, currents and the suction of pass-
ing vessels.

NOTE: The Corps of Engineers also has reg-
ulations dealing with this section in 33 CFR
Part 207.

(Sec. 7, 38 Stat. 1053, as amended, (33 U.S.C.
471); Sec. 6(g)(1)(A) 80 Stat 937, (49 U.S.C.
1655(g)(1)(A); Sec. 12, 92 Stat. 1471, (33 U.S.C.
1231); 49 CFR 1.46 (c)(1) and (n)(4))

[CGD 75-082, 42 FR 51759, Sept. 29, 1977, as
amended by CGD 77-028, 46 FR 49851, Oct. 8,
1981; CGD8 87-09, 53 FR 15555, May 2, 1988]

33 CFR Ch. | (7-1-03 Edition)

§162.85 Yazoo Diversion Canal, Vicks-
burg, Miss., from its mouth at
Kleinston Landing to Fisher Street;
navigation.

(a) Speed. Excessive speeding is pro-
hibited. A vessel shall reduce its speed
sufficiently to prevent any damage
when approaching another vessel in
motion or tied up, a wharf or other
structure, works under construction,
plant engaged in river and harbor im-
provement, levees, floodwalls with-
standing floodwaters, buildings sub-
merged or partially submerged by high
waters, or any other structure or im-
provement likely to be damaged by col-
lision, suction, or wave action.

NoOTE: The Corps of Engineers also has reg-
ulations dealing with this section in 33 CFR
Part 207.

§162.90 White River, Arkansas Post
Canal, Arkansas River, and Verdi-
gris River between Mississippi
River, Ark., and Catoosa, Okla.; use,
administration, and navigation.

(@) The regulations in this section
shall apply to:

(1) Waterways. White River between
Mississippi River and Arkansas Post
Canal, Ark.; Arkansas Post Canal,
Ark.; Arkansas River between Arkan-
sas Post Canal, Ark., and Verdigris
River, Okla.; Verdigris River between
Arkansas River and Catoosa, Okla.;
and reservoirs on these waterways be-
tween Mississippi River Ark., and
Catoosa, Okla.

(2) Bridges, wharves and other struc-
tures. All bridges, wharves, and other
structures in or over the waterways de-
scribed in paragraph (a)(1) of this sec-
tion.

(3) Vessels and rafts. The term ‘‘ves-
sels’” as used in this section includes
every description of watercraft used, or
capable of being used, as a means of
transportation on water, other than
rafts.

(b) Waterways:

(1) Fairway. A clear channel shall at
all times be left open to permit free
and unobstructed navigation by all
types of vessels and rafts that nor-
mally use the various waterways or
sections thereof. The District Com-
mander may specify the width of the
fairway required in the waterways
under his charge.
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