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Coast Guard, DHS § 164.53

SOLAS 2000 Amendments and Con-
ference resolution 1 (Incorporated by 
reference, see § 164.03): 

(i) Passenger vessels, of 150 gross ton-
nage or more, not later than July 1, 
2003; 

(ii) Tankers, regardless of tonnage, 
not later than the first safety survey 
for safety equipment on or after July 1, 
2003; 

(iii) Vessels, other than passenger 
vessels or tankers, of 50,000 gross ton-
nage or more, not later than July 1, 
2004; and 

(iv) Vessels, other than passenger 
vessels or tankers, of 300 gross tonnage 
or more but less than 50,000 gross ton-
nage, not later than the first safety 
survey for safety equipment on or after 
July 1, 2004, but no later than Decem-
ber 31, 2004. 

(b) Notwithstanding paragraphs (a)(1) 
and (a)(2) of this section, the following 
vessels, transiting an area listed in 
table 161.12(c) of § 161.12 of this part. 

(1) Each self-propelled vessel of 65 
feet or more in length, engaged in com-
mercial service; 

(2) Each towing vessel of 26 feet or 
more in length and more than 600 
horsepower; 

(3) Each vessel of 100 gross tons or 
more carrying one or more passengers 
for hire; and 

(4) Each passenger vessel certificated 
to carry 50 or more passengers for hire. 

(c) The vessels listed in paragraph (b) 
of this section must comply according 
to the following schedule: 

(1) For VTS St. Marys River, not 
later than December 31, 2003; 

(2) For VTS Berwick Bay, VMRS Los 
Angeles/Long Beach, VTS Lower Mis-
sissippi River, VTS Port Arthur and 
VTS Prince William Sound, not later 
than July 1, 2004; and 

(3) For VTS Houston-Galveston, VTS 
New York, VTS Puget Sound, and VTS 
San Francisco, not later than Decem-
ber 31, 2004. 

(d) The requirements for Vessel 
Bridge-to-Bridge radiotelephones in 
§§ 26.04(a) and (c), 26.05, 26.06 and 26.07 of 
this chapter, also apply to AIS. The 
term ‘‘effective operating condition’’ 
used in § 26.06 includes accurate input 
and upkeep of all AIS data fields, in-
cluding estimated time of arrival, des-

tination, and number of people on 
board. 

(e) The use of a portable AIS is per-
missible, only to the extent that elec-
tromagnetic interference does not af-
fect the proper function of existing 
navigation and communication equip-
ment on board, and such that only one 
AIS unit may be in operation at any 
one time. 

(f) The AIS Pilot Plug, on each vessel 
over 1,600 gross tons, on international 
voyage, shall be available for pilot use, 
easily accessible from the primary con-
ning position of the vessel, and near an 
AC power receptacle. 

[USCG–2003–14757, 68 FR 39367, July 1, 2003]

§ 164.51 Deviations from rules: Emer-
gency. 

Except for the requirements of 
§ 164.53(b), in an emergency, any person 
may deviate from any rule in this part 
to the extent necessary to avoid endan-
gering persons, property, or the envi-
ronment. 

[CGD 74–77, 42 FR 5956, Jan. 31, 1977]

§ 164.53 Deviations from rules and re-
porting: Non-operating equipment. 

(a) If during a voyage any equipment 
required by this part stops operating 
properly, the person directing the 
movement of the vessel may continue 
to the next port of call, subject to the 
directions of the District Commander 
or the Captain of the Port, as provided 
by Part 160 of this chapter. 

(b) If the vessel’s radar, radio naviga-
tion receivers, gyrocompass, echo 
depth sounding device, or primary 
steering gear stops operating properly, 
the person directing the movement of 
the vessel must report or cause to be 
reported that it is not operating prop-
erly to the nearest Captain of the Port, 
District Commander, or, if partici-
pating in a Vessel Traffic Service, to 
the Vessel Traffic Center, as soon as 
possible. 

(Sec. 2, Pub. L. 95–474, 92 Stat. 1471 (33 U.S.C. 
1221); 49 CFR 1.46(n)(4)) 

[CGD 74–77, 42 FR 5956, Jan. 31, 1977]

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 164.53, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and on GPO Access.
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