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a case under this part at any time after 
the date on which the ALJ issues an 
initial decision, except during the 
pendency of any review under § 33.42 or 
during the pendency of any action to 
collect penalties and assessments 
under § 33.43. 

(Authority: 31 U.S.C. 3803(i)(2)(C))

(d) The Attorney General has exclu-
sive authority to compromise or settle 
a case under this part during the pend-
ency of any review under § 33.42 or of 
any action to recover penalties and as-
sessments under 31 U.S.C. 3806. 

(Authority: 31 U.S.C. 3806(f))

(e) The investigating official may 
recommend settlement terms to the re-
viewing official, the Department head, 
or the Attorney General, as appro-
priate. The reviewing official may rec-
ommend settlement terms to the De-
partment head, or the Attorney Gen-
eral, as appropriate. 

(Authority: 31 U.S.C. 3809)

(f) Any compromise or settlement 
must be in writing. 

(Authority: 31 U.S.C. 3809)

§ 33.47 Limitations. 
(a) The notice of hearing with respect 

to a claim or statement must be served 
in the manner specified in § 33.8 within 
six years after the date on which the 
claim or statement is made. 

(b) If the defendant fails to file a 
timely answer, service of a notice 
under § 33.10(b) is deemed a notice of 
hearing for purposes of this section. 

(c) The statute of limitations may be 
extended by agreement of the parties. 

(Authority: 31 U.S.C. 3808)
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§ 34.1 Purpose of this part. 
This part establishes procedures the 

Department of Education uses to col-
lect money from a debtor’s disposable 
pay by means of administrative wage 
garnishment to satisfy delinquent debt 
owed to the United States. 

(Authority: 31 U.S.C. 3720D)

§ 34.2 Scope of this part. 
(a) This part applies to collection of 

any financial obligation owed to the 
United States that arises under a pro-
gram we administer. 

(b) This part applies notwithstanding 
any provision of State law. 

(c) We may compromise or suspend 
collection by garnishment of a debt in 
accordance with applicable law. 

(d) We may use other debt collection 
remedies separately or in conjunction 
with administrative wage garnishment 
to collect a debt. 

(e) To collect by offset from the sal-
ary of a Federal employee, we use the 
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