
506

37 CFR Ch. II (7–1–03 Edition)Pt. 202

(2) Literary works, including com-
puter programs and databases, pro-
tected by access control mechanisms 
that fail to permit access because of 
malfunction, damage or obsoleteness. 

[65 FR 64574, Oct. 27, 2000]
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AUTHORITY: 17 U.S.C. 408, 702.

§ 202.1 Material not subject to copy-
right. 

The following are examples of works 
not subject to copyright and applica-
tions for registration of such works 
cannot be entertained: 

(a) Words and short phrases such as 
names, titles, and slogans; familiar 
symbols or designs; mere variations of 
typographic ornamentation, lettering 
or coloring; mere listing of ingredients 
or contents; 

(b) Ideas, plans, methods, systems, or 
devices, as distinguished from the par-
ticular manner in which they are ex-
pressed or described in a writing; 

(c) Blank forms, such as time cards, 
graph paper, account books, diaries, 

bank checks, scorecards, address 
books, report forms, order forms and 
the like, which are designed for record-
ing information and do not in them-
selves convey information; 

(d) Works consisting entirely of in-
formation that is common property 
containing no original authorship, such 
as, for example: Standard calendars, 
height and weight charts, tape meas-
ures and rulers, schedules of sporting 
events, and lists or tables taken from 
public documents or other common 
sources. 

(e) Typeface as typeface. 

[24 FR 4956, June 18, 1959, as amended at 38 
FR 3045, Feb. 1, 1973; 57 FR 6202, Feb. 21, 1992]

§ 202.2 Copyright notice. 

(a) General. (1) With respect to a work 
published before January 1, 1978, copy-
right was secured, or the right to se-
cure it was lost, except for works seek-
ing ad interim copyright, at the date of 
publication, i.e., the date on which cop-
ies are first placed on sale, sold, or pub-
licly distributed, depending upon the 
adequacy of the notice of copyright on 
the work at that time. The adequacy of 
the copyright notice for such a work is 
determined by the copyright statute as 
it existed on the date of first publica-
tion. 

(2) If before January 1, 1978, publica-
tion occurred by distribution of copies 
or in some other manner, without the 
statutory notice or with an inadequate 
notice, as determined by the copyright 
statute as it existed on the date of first 
publication, the right to secure copy-
right was lost. In such cases, copyright 
cannot be secured by adding the notice 
to copies distributed at a later date. 

(3) Works first published abroad be-
fore January 1, 1978, other than works 
for which ad interim copyright has been 
obtained, must have borne an adequate 
copyright notice. The adequacy of the 
copyright notice for such works is de-
termined by the copyright statute as it 
existed on the date of first publication 
abroad. 

(b) Defects in notice. Where the copy-
right notice on a work published before 
January 1, 1978, does not meet the re-
quirements of title 17 of the United 
States Code as it existed on December 
31, 1977, the Copyright Office will reject 
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