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(6) Signature of responsible official of 
State approving agency; and 

(7) Such other fair and reasonable 
provisions as are considered necessary 
by the appropriate State approving 
agency.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3678)

(b) For institutions of higher learn-
ing, the letter of approval may identify 
approved courses and subjects by ref-
erence to page numbers in the school 
catalog or bulletin in lieu of a listing 
by name as required in paragraph (a)(4) 
of this section. 

(c) For apprentice and other on-the-
job training, the provisions of para-
graph (a) of this section are applicable 
to approval of courses pursued in train-
ing establishments. The copy of the no-
tice of approval furnished to the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs will be 
accompanied by one copy of the appli-
cation submitted by the training estab-
lishment. 

(d) Compliance with equal opportunity 
laws. (1) The State approving agency 
shall solicit assurance of compliance 
with: 

(i) Title VI, Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
(ii) Title IX, Education Amendments 

of 1972, as amended, 
(iii) Section 504, Rehabilitation Act 

of 1973, 
(iv) The Age Discrimination Act of 

1975, and 
(v) All Department of Veterans Af-

fairs regulations adopted to carry out 
these laws. 

(2) The State approving agency shall 
solicit this assurance from: 

(i) Proprietary vocational, trade, 
technical, or other institutions and 
such schools not a part of a public ele-
mentary or secondary school. 

(ii) All other educational institutions 
which the Department of Education 
has not determined to be in compliance 
with the equal opportunity laws listed 
in paragraph (d)(1) of this section. 

(3) Whenever a State approving agen-
cy forwards to VA a Notice of Approval 
for a course offered by an institution 
described in paragraph (d)(2) of this 
section, it shall also forward the insti-
tution’s signed statement of compli-

ance with these equal opportunity 
laws.

(Authority: 42 U.S.C. 2000 et seq., 20 U.S.C. 
1681 et seq., 29 U.S.C. 794, 42 U.S.C. 6101 et seq.) 

[31 FR 6774, May 6, 1966, as amended at 32 FR 
3979, Mar. 11, 1967; 32 FR 13405, Sept. 23, 1967; 
51 FR 26158, July 21, 1986]

§ 21.4259 Suspension or disapproval. 
(a) The appropriate State approving 

agency, after approving any course: 
(1) May suspend the approval of the 

course for new enrollments for a period 
not to exceed 60 days to allow the insti-
tution to correct any deficiencies, if 
the evidence of record establishes that 
the course fails to meet any of the re-
quirements for approval. 

(2) Will immediately disapprove the 
course, if any of the requirements for 
approval are not being met and the de-
ficiency cannot be corrected within a 
period of 60 days. 

(3) Upon suspension or disapproval, 
the State approving agency will notify 
the school by certified or registered 
letter with a return receipt secured (38 
U.S.C. 3679). It is incumbent upon the 
State approving agency to determine 
the conduct of courses and to take im-
mediate appropriate action in each 
case in which it is found that the con-
duct of a course in any manner fails to 
comply with the requirements for ap-
proval. 

(b) Each State approving agency will 
immediately notify the Department of 
Veterans Affairs of each course which 
it has suspended or disapproved. 

(c) The Department of Veterans Af-
fairs will suspend approval for or dis-
approve courses under conditions speci-
fied in paragraph (a) of this section 
where it functions for the State ap-
proving agency. See § 21.4150(c). 

(d) The Department of Veterans Af-
fairs will immediately notify the State 
approving agency in each case of De-
partment of Veterans Affairs suspen-
sion or disapproval of any school under 
Chapter 31. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3679) 

[41 FR 30640, July 26, 1976]

§ 21.4260 Courses in foreign countries. 
(a) Approval of postsecondary courses 

in foreign countries. (1) In order to be 
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approved a postsecondary course of-
fered in a foreign country must meet 
all the provisions of this paragraph. A 
course offered by a foreign medical 
school (other than one located in Can-
ada) must also meet all of the provi-
sions of paragraph (b) of this section. 

(i) The educational institution offer-
ing the course is an institution of high-
er learning, and 

(ii) The course leads to a standard 
college degree or its equivalent. 

(2) For the purpose of this paragraph, 
a degree is the equivalent of a standard 
college degree when the program lead-
ing to the degree has the same en-
trance requirements as one leading to a 
degree granted by a public degree-
granting institution of higher learning 
in that country. 

(b) Approval of courses offered by a for-
eign medical school. In addition to meet-
ing all the criteria stated in paragraph 
(a) of this section, a course offered by 
a foreign medical school (other than 
one located in Canada) must also meet 
all of the following criteria: 

(1) The school satisfies the criteria 
for listing as a medical school in the 
World Directory of Medical Schools 
published by the World Health Organi-
zation (WHO). 

(2) The evaluating bodies (such as 
medical associations or educational 
agencies) whose views are considered 
relevant by the Director, Education 
Service, and which are located in the 
same country as the school— 

(i) Recognize the school as a medical 
school, and 

(ii) Approve the school. 
(3) The school provides, and in the 

normal course requires its students to 
complete, a program of clinical and 
classroom instruction at least 32 
months long. This program must be— 

(i) Supervised closely by members of 
the school’s faculty, and 

(ii) Provided either. 
(A) Outside the United States in fa-

cilities adequately equipped and staffed 
to afford students comprehensive clin-
ical and classroom medical instruction, 
or 

(B) Inside the United States, through 
a training program for foreign medical 
students which has been approved by 
all the medical licensing boards and 
evaluating bodies whose views are con-

sidered relevant by the Director, Edu-
cation Service. 

(4) The school has graduated classes 
during each of the two 12-month peri-
ods immediately preceding the date on 
which VA receives the school’s applica-
tion for approval of its courses. 

(5) The Director, Education Service, 
shall withdraw approval of any course 
when the course or the school offering 
it fails to meet any of the approval cri-
teria in this section or in Chapter 36, 
Title 38 U.S.C. 

(6) In making the decisions required 
by this paragraph, the Director, Edu-
cation Service, may consult with the 
Secretary of Education. The Director 
may review any information about a 
foreign medical school which the Sec-
retary may make available. 

(c) Approval of enrollments in foreign 
courses. (1) Except as provided in para-
graph (c)(2) of this section, the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs will approve 
the enrollment of a veteran or eligible 
person in a course offered by an edu-
cational institution not located in a 
State when— 

(i) The eligible person, serviceperson, 
veteran, or reservist meets the eligi-
bility and entitlement requirements of 
either §§ 21.3040 through 21.3046, 
§§ 21.5040 and 21.5041, §§ 21.7040 through 
21.7045, or § 21.7540, as appropriate; 

(ii) The eligible person’s, service-
person’s, veteran’s, or reservist’s pro-
gram of education meets the require-
ments of either § 21.3021(h), § 21.5230, 
§ 21.7020(b)(23), or § 21.7520(b)(17), as ap-
propriate; and 

(iii) The course meets the require-
ments of this section and all other ap-
plicable VA regulations. 

(2) VA may deny or discontinue the 
payment of educational assistance al-
lowance to a veteran, serviceperson, el-
igible person or reservist pursuing a 
course in an institution of higher 
learning not located in a State when 
VA finds that the veteran’s, service-
person’s, eligible person’s, or reserv-
ist’s enrollment is not in his or her 
best interest or the best interest of the 
Federal Government. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3687) 

[52 FR 13239, Apr. 22, 1987, as amended at 61 
FR 29296, June 10, 1996]
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