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(3) Periodically and upon a regular 
schedule visually inspect each con-
tainer of oil for deterioration and 
maintenance needs, including the foun-
dation and support of each container 
that is on or above the surface of the 
ground. 

(4) Engineer or update new and old 
tank battery installations in accord-
ance with good engineering practice to 
prevent discharges. You must provide 
at least one of the following: 

(i) Container capacity adequate to as-
sure that a container will not overfill if 
a pumper/gauger is delayed in making 
regularly scheduled rounds. 

(ii) Overflow equalizing lines between 
containers so that a full container can 
overflow to an adjacent container. 

(iii) Vacuum protection adequate to 
prevent container collapse during a 
pipeline run or other transfer of oil 
from the container. 

(iv) High level sensors to generate 
and transmit an alarm signal to the 
computer where the facility is subject 
to a computer production control sys-
tem. 

(d) Facility transfer operations, oil pro-
duction facility. (1) Periodically and 
upon a regular schedule inspect all 
aboveground valves and piping associ-
ated with transfer operations for the 
general condition of flange joints, 
valve glands and bodies, drip pans, pipe 
supports, pumping well polish rod 
stuffing boxes, bleeder and gauge 
valves, and other such items. 

(2) Inspect saltwater (oil field brine) 
disposal facilities often, particularly 
following a sudden change in atmos-
pheric temperature, to detect possible 
system upsets capable of causing a dis-
charge. 

(3) Have a program of flowline main-
tenance to prevent discharges from 
each flowline.

§ 112.14 Spill Prevention, Control, and 
Countermeasure Plan requirements 
for onshore oil drilling and 
workover facilities. 

If you are the owner or operator of an 
onshore oil drilling and workover facil-
ity, you must: 

(a) Meet the general requirements 
listed under § 112.7, and also meet the 
specific discharge prevention and con-

tainment procedures listed under this 
section. 

(b) Position or locate mobile drilling 
or workover equipment so as to pre-
vent a discharge as described in 
§ 112.1(b). 

(c) Provide catchment basins or di-
version structures to intercept and 
contain discharges of fuel, crude oil, or 
oily drilling fluids. 

(d) Install a blowout prevention 
(BOP) assembly and well control sys-
tem before drilling below any casing 
string or during workover operations. 
The BOP assembly and well control 
system must be capable of controlling 
any well-head pressure that may be en-
countered while that BOP assembly 
and well control system are on the 
well.

§ 112.15 Spill Prevention, Control, and 
Countermeasure Plan requirements 
for offshore oil drilling, production, 
or workover facilities. 

If you are the owner or operator of an 
offshore oil drilling, production, or 
workover facility, you must: 

(a) Meet the general requirements 
listed under § 112.7, and also meet the 
specific discharge prevention and con-
tainment procedures listed under this 
section. 

(b) Use oil drainage collection equip-
ment to prevent and control small oil 
discharges around pumps, glands, 
valves, flanges, expansion joints, hoses, 
drain lines, separators, treaters, tanks, 
and associated equipment. You must 
control and direct facility drains to-
ward a central collection sump to pre-
vent the facility from having a dis-
charge as described in § 112.1(b). Where 
drains and sumps are not practicable, 
you must remove oil contained in col-
lection equipment as often as nec-
essary to prevent overflow. 

(c) For facilities employing a sump 
system, provide adequately sized sump 
and drains and make available a spare 
pump to remove liquid from the sump 
and assure that oil does not escape. 
You must employ a regularly scheduled 
preventive maintenance inspection and 
testing program to assure reliable op-
eration of the liquid removal system 
and pump start-up device. Redundant 
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automatic sump pumps and control de-
vices may be required on some installa-
tions. 

(d) At facilities with areas where sep-
arators and treaters are equipped with 
dump valves which predominantly fail 
in the closed position and where pollu-
tion risk is high, specially equip the fa-
cility to prevent the discharge of oil. 
You must prevent the discharge of oil 
by: 

(1) Extending the flare line to a diked 
area if the separator is near shore; 

(2) Equipping the separator with a 
high liquid level sensor that will auto-
matically shut in wells producing to 
the separator; or 

(3) Installing parallel redundant 
dump valves. 

(e) Equip atmospheric storage or 
surge containers with high liquid level 
sensing devices that activate an alarm 
or control the flow, or otherwise pre-
vent discharges. 

(f) Equip pressure containers with 
high and low pressure sensing devices 
that activate an alarm or control the 
flow. 

(g) Equip containers with suitable 
corrosion protection. 

(h) Prepare and maintain at the facil-
ity a written procedure within the Plan 
for inspecting and testing pollution 
prevention equipment and systems. 

(i) Conduct testing and inspection of 
the pollution prevention equipment 
and systems at the facility on a sched-
uled periodic basis, commensurate with 
the complexity, conditions, and cir-
cumstances of the facility and any 
other appropriate regulations. You 
must use simulated discharges for test-
ing and inspecting human and equip-
ment pollution control and counter-
measure systems. 

(j) Describe in detailed records sur-
face and subsurface well shut-in valves 
and devices in use at the facility for 
each well sufficiently to determine 
their method of activation or control, 
such as pressure differential, change in 
fluid or flow conditions, combination 
of pressure and flow, manual or remote 
control mechanisms. 

(k) Install a BOP assembly and well 
control system during workover oper-
ations and before drilling below any 
casing string. The BOP assembly and 
well control system must be capable of 

controlling any well-head pressure that 
may be encountered while that BOP as-
sembly and well control system are on 
the well. 

(l) Equip all manifolds (headers) with 
check valves on individual flowlines. 

(m) Equip the flowline with a high 
pressure sensing device and shut-in 
valve at the wellhead if the shut-in 
well pressure is greater than the work-
ing pressure of the flowline and mani-
fold valves up to and including the 
header valves. Alternatively you may 
provide a pressure relief system for 
flowlines. 

(n) Protect all piping appurtenant to 
the facility from corrosion, such as 
with protective coatings or cathodic 
protection. 

(o) Adequately protect sub-marine 
piping appurtenant to the facility 
against environmental stresses and 
other activities such as fishing oper-
ations. 

(p) Maintain sub-marine piping ap-
purtenant to the facility in good oper-
ating condition at all times. You must 
periodically and according to a sched-
ule inspect or test such piping for fail-
ures. You must document and keep a 
record of such inspections or tests at 
the facility.

Subpart D—Response 
Requirements

§ 112.20 Facility response plans. 

(a) The owner or operator of any non-
transportation-related onshore facility 
that, because of its location, could rea-
sonably be expected to cause substan-
tial harm to the environment by dis-
charging oil into or on the navigable 
waters or adjoining shorelines shall 
prepare and submit a facility response 
plan to the Regional Administrator, 
according to the following provisions: 

(1) For the owner or operator of a fa-
cility in operation on or before Feb-
ruary 18, 1993 who is required to pre-
pare and submit a response plan under 
33 U.S.C. 1321(j)(5), the Oil Pollution 
Act of 1990 (Pub. L. 101–380, 33 U.S.C. 
2701 et seq.) requires the submission of
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