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Environmental Protection Agency § 122.21 

§ 122.6 Continuation of expiring per-
mits. 

(a) EPA permits. When EPA is the per-
mit-issuing authority, the conditions 
of an expired permit continue in force 
under 5 U.S.C. 558(c) until the effective 
date of a new permit (see § 124.15) if: 

(1) The permittee has submitted a 
timely application under § 122.21 which 
is a complete (under § 122.21(e)) applica-
tion for a new permit; and 

(2) The Regional Administrator, 
through no fault of the permittee does 
not issue a new permit with an effec-
tive date under § 124.15 on or before the 
expiration date of the previous permit 
(for example, when issuance is imprac-
ticable due to time or resource con-
straints). 

(b) Effect. Permits continued under 
this section remain fully effective and 
enforceable. 

(c) Enforcement. When the permittee 
is not in compliance with the condi-
tions of the expiring or expired permit 
the Regional Administrator may 
choose to do any or all of the following: 

(1) Initiate enforcement action based 
upon the permit which has been contin-
ued; 

(2) Issue a notice of intent to deny 
the new permit under § 124.6. If the per-
mit is denied, the owner or operator 
would then be required to cease the ac-
tivities authorized by the continued 
permit or be subject to enforcement ac-
tion for operating without a permit; 

(3) Issue a new permit under part 124 
with appropriate conditions; or 

(4) Take other actions authorized by 
these regulations. 

(d) State continuation. (1) An EPA-
issued permit does not continue in 
force beyond its expiration date under 
Federal law if at that time a State is 
the permitting authority. States au-
thorized to administer the NPDES pro-
gram may continue either EPA or 
State-issued permits until the effective 
date of the new permits, if State law 
allows. Otherwise, the facility or activ-
ity is operating without a permit from 
the time of expiration of the old permit 
to the effective date of the State-issued 
new permit. 

[48 FR 14153, Apr. 1, 1983, as amended at 50 
FR 6940, Feb. 19, 1985]

§ 122.7 Confidentiality of information. 
(a) In accordance with 40 CFR part 2, 

any information submitted to EPA 
pursuant to these regulations may be 
claimed as confidential by the sub-
mitter. Any such claim must be as-
serted at the time of submission in the 
manner prescribed on the application 
form or instructions or, in the case of 
other submissions, by stamping the 
words ‘‘confidential business informa-
tion’’ on each page containing such in-
formation. If no claim is made at the 
time of submission, EPA may make the 
information available to the public 
without further notice. If a claim is as-
serted, the information will be treated 
in accordance with the procedures in 40 
CFR part 2 (Public Information). 

(b) Applicable to State programs, see 
§ 123.25. Claims of confidentiality for 
the following information will be de-
nied: 

(1) The name and address of any per-
mit applicant or permittee; 

(2) Permit applications, permits, and 
effluent data. 

(c) Applicable to State programs, see 
§ 123.25. Information required by 
NPDES application forms provided by 
the Director under § 122.21 may not be 
claimed confidential. This includes in-
formation submitted on the forms 
themselves and any attachments used 
to supply information required by the 
forms.

Subpart B—Permit Application 
and Special NPDES Program 
Requirements

§ 122.21 Application for a permit (ap-
plicable to State programs, see 
§ 123.25). 

(a) Duty to apply. (1) Any person who 
discharges or proposes to discharge pol-
lutants or who owns or operates a 
‘‘sludge-only facility’’ whose sewage 
sludge use or disposal practice is regu-
lated by part 503 of this chapter, and 
who does not have an effective permit, 
except persons covered by general per-
mits under § 122.28, excluded under 
§ 122.3, or a user of a privately owned 
treatment works unless the Director 
requires otherwise under § 122.44(m), 
must submit a complete application to 
the Director in accordance with this 
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