§123.23

Tribe. To the maximum extent prac-
ticable, this should include a Memo-
randum of Agreement negotiated be-
tween the State and the Indian Tribe
addressing the arrangements for such
transfer.

[48 FR 14178, Apr. 1, 1983; 50 FR 6941, Feb. 19,
1985, as amended at 54 FR 18784, May 2, 1989;
58 FR 67981, Dec. 22, 1993; 59 FR 64343, Dec. 14,
1994; 63 FR 45122, Aug. 24, 1998]

§123.23 Attorney General’s statement.

(a) Any State that seeks to admin-
ister a program under this part shall
submit a statement from the State At-
torney General (or the attorney for
those State or interstate agencies
which have independent legal counsel)
that the laws of the State, or an inter-
state compact, provide adequate au-
thority to carry out the program de-
scribed under §123.22 and to meet the
requirements of this part. This state-
ment shall include citations to the spe-
cific statutes, administrative regula-
tions, and, where appropriate, judicial
decisions which demonstrate adequate
authority. State statutes and regula-
tions cited by the State Attorney Gen-
eral or independent legal counsel shall
be in the form of lawfully adopted
State statutes and regulations at the
time the statement is signed and shall
be fully effective by the time the pro-
gram is approved. To qualify as “‘inde-
pendent legal counsel’” the attorney
signing the statement required by this
section must have full authority to
independently represent the State
agency in court on all matters per-
taining to the State program.

NoTE: EPA will supply States with an At-
torney General’s statement format on re-
quest.

(b) If a State (which is not an Indian
Tribe) seeks authority over activities
on Indian lands, the statement shall
contain an appropriate analysis of the
State’s authority.

(c) The Attorney General’s statement
shall certify that the State has ade-
quate legal authority to issue and en-
force general permits if the State seeks
to implement the general permit pro-
gram under §122.28.

[48 FR 14178, Apr. 1, 1983, as amended at 58
FR 67981, Dec. 22, 1993]
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§123.24 Memorandum of Agreement
with the Regional Administrator.

(a) Any State that seeks to admin-
ister a program under this part shall
submit a Memorandum of Agreement.
The Memorandum of Agreement shall
be executed by the State Director and
the Regional Administrator and shall
become effective when approved by the
Administrator. In addition to meeting
the requirements of paragraph (b) of
this section, the Memorandum of
Agreement may include other terms,
conditions, or agreements consistent
with this part and relevant to the ad-
ministration and enforcement of the
State’s regulatory program. The Ad-
ministrator shall not approve any
Memorandum of Agreement which con-
tains provisions which restrict EPA’s
statutory oversight responsibility.

(b) The Memorandum of Agreement
shall include the following:

(1)(i) Provisions for the prompt trans-
fer from EPA to the State of pending
permit applications and any other in-
formation relevant to program oper-
ation not already in the possession of
the State Director (e.g., support files
for permit issuance, compliance re-
ports, etc.). If existing permits are
transferred from EPA to the State for
administration, the Memorandum of
Agreement shall contain provisions
specifying a procedure for transferring
the administration of these permits. If
a State lacks the authority to directly
administer permits issued by the Fed-
eral government, a procedure may be
established to transfer responsibility
for these permits.

NoOTE: For example, EPA and the State and
the permittee could agree that the State
would issue a permit(s) identical to the out-
standing Federal permit which would simul-
taneously be terminated.

(ii) Where a State has been author-
ized by EPA to issue permits in accord-
ance with §123.23(b) on the Federal In-
dian reservation of the Indian Tribe
seeking program approval, provisions
describing how the transfer of pending
permit applications, permits, and any
other information relevant to the pro-
gram operation not already in the pos-
session of the Indian Tribe (support
files for permit issuance, compliance
reports, etc.) will be accomplished.
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