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dredged material’’ and the ‘‘discharge 
of fill material’’ under section 404 of 
the Clean Water Act in ‘‘State regu-
lated waters.’’

Site means the land or water area 
where any ‘‘facility or activity’’ is 
physically located or conducted, in-
cluding adjacent land used in connec-
tion with the facility or activity. 

State means one of the States of the 
United States, the District of Colum-
bia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 
the Virgin Islands, Guam, American 
Samoa, the Trust Territory of the Pa-
cific Islands (except in the case of 
RCRA), the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands, or an Indian 
Tribe that meets the statutory criteria 
which authorize EPA to treat the Tribe 
in a manner similar to that in which it 
treats a State (except in the case of 
RCRA). 

State Director means the chief admin-
istrative officer of any State, inter-
state, or Tribal agency operating an 
approved program, or the delegated 
representative of the State director. If 
the responsibility is divided among two 
or more States, interstate, or Tribal 
agencies, ‘‘State Director’’ means the 
chief administrative officer of the 
State, interstate, or Tribal agency au-
thorized to perform the particular pro-
cedure or function to which reference 
is made. 

State Director means the chief admin-
istrative officer of any State or inter-
state agency operating an ‘‘approved 
program,’’ or the delegated representa-
tive of the state Director. If responsi-
bility is divided among two or more 
State or interstate agencies, ‘‘State Di-
rector’’ means the chief administrative 
officer of the State or interstate agen-
cy authorized to perform the particular 
procedure or function to which ref-
erence is made. 

UIC means the Underground Injec-
tion Control program under Part C of 
the Safe Drinking Water Act, including 
an ‘‘approved program.’’

(b) For the purposes of part 124, the 
term Director means the State Director 
or Regional Administrator and is used 
when the accompanying provision is re-
quired of EPA-administered programs 
and of State programs under §§ 123.25 
(NPDES), 145.11 (UIC), 233.26 (404), and 
271.14 (RCRA). The term Regional Ad-

ministrator is used when the accom-
panying provision applies exclusively 
to EPA-issued permits and is not appli-
cable to State programs under these 
sections. While States are not required 
to implement these latter provisions, 
they are not precluded from doing so, 
notwithstanding use of the term ‘‘Re-
gional Administrator.’’ 

[48 FR 14264, Apr. 1, 1983; 48 FR 30115, June 30, 
1983, as amended at 49 FR 25981, June 25, 1984; 
53 FR 37410, Sept. 26, 1988; 54 FR 18785, May 
2, 1989; 57 FR 5335, Feb. 13, 1992; 57 FR 60129, 
Dec. 18, 1992; 58 FR 67983, Dec. 22, 1993; 59 FR 
64343, Dec. 14, 1994; 65 FR 30910, May 15, 2000]

§ 124.3 Application for a permit. 
(a) Applicable to State programs, see 

§§ 123.25 (NPDES), 145.11 (UIC), 233.26 
(404), and 271.14 (RCRA). (1) Any person 
who requires a permit under the RCRA, 
UIC, NPDES, or PSD programs shall 
complete, sign, and submit to the Di-
rector an application for each permit 
required under §§ 270.1 (RCRA), 144.1 
(UIC), 40 CFR 52.21 (PSD), and 122.1 
(NPDES). Applications are not required 
for RCRA permits by rule (§ 270.60), un-
derground injections authorized by 
rules (§§ 144.21 through 144.26), NPDES 
general permits (§ 122.28) and 404 gen-
eral permits (§ 233.37). 

(2) The Director shall not begin the 
processing of a permit until the appli-
cant has fully complied with the appli-
cation requirements for that permit. 
See §§ 270.10, 270.13 (RCRA), 144.31 (UIC), 
40 CFR 52.21 (PSD), and 122.21 (NPDES). 

(3) Permit applications (except for 
PSD permits) must comply with the 
signature and certification require-
ments of §§ 122.22 (NPDES), 144.32 (UIC), 
233.6 (404), and 270.11 (RCRA). 

(b) [Reserved] 
(c) The Regional Administrator shall 

review for completeness every applica-
tion for an EPA-issued permit. Each 
application for an EPA-issued permit 
submitted by a new HWM facility, a 
new UIC injection well, a major PSD 
stationary source or major PSD modi-
fication, or an NPDES new source or 
NPDES new discharger should be re-
viewed for completeness by the Re-
gional Administrator within 30 days of 
its receipt. Each application for an 
EPA-issued permit submitted by an ex-
isting HWM facility (both Parts A and 
B of the application), existing injection 
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well or existing NPDES source or 
sludge-only facility should be reviewed 
for completeness within 60 days of re-
ceipt. Upon completing the review, the 
Regional Administrator shall notify 
the applicant in writing whether the 
application is complete. If the applica-
tion is incomplete, the Regional Ad-
ministrator shall list the information 
necessary to make the application 
complete. When the application is for 
an existing HWM facility, an existing 
UIC injection well or an existing 
NPDES source or ‘‘sludge-only facil-
ity’’ the Regional Administrator shall 
specify in the notice of deficiency a 
date for submitting the necessary in-
formation. The Regional Administrator 
shall notify the applicant that the ap-
plication is complete upon receiving 
this information. After the application 
is completed, the Regional Adminis-
trator may request additional informa-
tion from an applicant but only when 
necessary to clarify, modify, or supple-
ment previously submitted material. 
Requests for such additional informa-
tion will not render an application in-
complete. 

(d) If an applicant fails or refuses to 
correct deficiencies in the application, 
the permit may be denied and appro-
priate enforcement actions may be 
taken under the applicable statutory 
provision including RCRA section 3008, 
SDWA sections 1423 and 1424, CAA sec-
tion 167, and CWA sections 308, 309, 
402(h), and 402(k). 

(e) If the Regional Administrator de-
cides that a site visit is necessary for 
any reason in conjunction with the 
processing of an application, he or she 
shall notify the applicant and a date 
shall be scheduled. 

(f) The effective date of an applica-
tion is the date on which the Regional 
Administrator notifies the applicant 
that the application is complete as pro-
vided in paragraph (c) of this section. 

(g) For each application from a major 
new HWM facility, major new UIC in-
jection well, major NPDES new source, 
major NPDES new discharger, or a per-
mit to be issued under provisions of 
§ 122.28(c), the Regional Administrator 
shall, no later than the effective date 
of the application, prepare and mail to 
the applicant a project decision sched-
ule. (This paragraph does not apply to 

PSD permits.) The schedule shall speci-
fy target dates by which the Regional 
Administrator intends to: 

(1) Prepare a draft permit; 
(2) Give public notice; 
(3) Complete the public comment pe-

riod, including any public hearing; and 
(4) Issue a final permit. 

(Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.), Safe 
Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C. 300f et seq.), 
Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq.), Re-
source Conservation and Recovery Act (42 
U.S.C. 6901 et seq.)) 

[48 FR 14264, Apr. 1, 1983, as amended at 48 
FR 39620, Sept. 1, 1983; 54 FR 18785, May 2, 
1989; 65 FR 30910, May 15, 2000]

§ 124.4 Consolidation of permit proc-
essing. 

(a)(1) Whenever a facility or activity 
requires a permit under more than one 
statute covered by these regulations, 
processing of two or more applications 
for those permits may be consolidated. 
The first step in consolidation is to 
prepare each draft permit at the same 
time. 

(2) Whenever draft permits are pre-
pared at the same time, the statements 
of basis (required under § 124.7 for EPA-
issued permits only) or fact sheets 
(§ 124.8), administrative records (re-
quired under § 124.9 for EPA-issued per-
mits only), public comment periods 
(§ 124.10), and any public hearings 
(§ 124.12) on those permits should also 
be consolidated. The final permits may 
be issued together. They need not be 
issued together if in the judgment of 
the Regional Administrator or State 
Director(s), joint processing would re-
sult in unreasonable delay in the 
issuance of one or more permits. 

(b) Whenever an existing facility or 
activity requires additional permits 
under one or more of the statutes cov-
ered by these regulations, the permit-
ting authority may coordinate the ex-
piration date(s) of the new permit(s) 
with the expiration date(s) of the exist-
ing permit(s) so that all permits expire 
simultaneously. Processing of the sub-
sequent applications for renewal per-
mits may then be consolidated. 

(c) Processing of permit applications 
under paragraph (a) or (b) of this sec-
tion may be consolidated as follows: 

(1) The Director may consolidate per-
mit processing at his or her discretion 
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