§125.120

Verification Monitoring Plan in
§125.86(c)(2)(iv)(D) and require that the
proposed monitoring begin at the start
of operations of the cooling water in-
take structure and continue for a suffi-
cient period of time to demonstrate
that the technologies, operational
measures and restoration measures
meet the requirements in §125.84(d)(1).
Under subsequent permits, the Director
must review the performance of the ad-
ditional and /or different technologies
or measures used and determine that
they reduce the level of adverse envi-
ronmental impact from the cooling
water intake structures to a com-
parable level that the facility would
achieve were it to implement the re-
quirements of §125.84(b)(1) and (2).

(2) Monitoring conditions. At a min-
imum, the permit must require the per-
mittee to perform the monitoring re-
quired in §125.87. You may modify the
monitoring program when the permit
is reissued and during the term of the
permit based on changes in physical or
biological conditions in the vicinity of
the cooling water intake structure.
The Director may require continued
monitoring based on the results of the
Verification Monitoring Plan in
§125.86(c)(2)(iv)(D).

(3) Record keeping and reporting. At a
minimum, the permit must require the
permittee to report and keep records as
required by §125.88.
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§125.120 Scope and purpose.

This subpart establishes guidelines
for issuance of National Pollutant Dis-
charge Elimination System (NPDES)
permits for the discharge of pollutants
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from a point source into the territorial
seas, the contiguous zone, and the
oceans.

§125.121 Definitions.

(a) Irreparable harm means significant
undesirable effects occurring after the
date of permit issuance which will not
be reversed after cessation or modifica-
tion of the discharge.

(b) Marine environment means that
territorial seas, the contiguous zone
and the oceans.

(c) Mixing zone means the zone ex-
tending from the sea’s surface to sea-
bed and extending laterally to a dis-
tance of 100 meters in all directions
from the discharge point(s) or to the
boundary of the zone of initial dilution
as calculated by a plume model ap-
proved by the director, whichever is
greater, unless the director determines
that the more restrictive mixing zone
or another definition of the mixing
zone is more appropriate for a specific
discharge.

(d) No reasonable alternatives means:

(1) No land-based disposal sites, dis-
charge point(s) within internal waters,
or approved ocean dumping sites with-
in a reasonable distance of the site of
the proposed discharge the use of which
would not cause unwarranted economic
impacts on the discharger, or, notwith-
standing the availability of such sites,

(2) On-site disposal is environ-
mentally preferable to other alter-
native means of disposal after consid-
eration of:

(i) The relative environmental harm
of disposal on-site, in disposal sites lo-
cated on land, from discharge point(s)
within internal waters, or in approved
ocean dumping sites, and

(ii) The risk to the environment and
human safety posed by the transpor-
tation of the pollutants.

(e) Unreasonable degradation of the
marine environment means: (1) Signifi-
cant adverse changes in ecosystem di-
versity, productivity and stability of
the biological community within the
area of discharge and surrounding bio-
logical communities,

(2) Threat to human health through
direct exposure to pollutants or
through consumption of exposed aquat-
ic organisms, or
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