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b. Note whether applicable pretreatment 
requirements are in effect for each toxic pol-
lutant. Are the industrial sources intro-
ducing such toxic pollutants in compliance 
with all of their pretreatment requirements? 
Are these pretreatment requirements being 
enforced? [40 CFR 125.65(b)(2)] 

c. If applicable pretreatment requirements 
do not exist for each toxic pollutant in the 
POTW effluent introduced by industrial 
sources,

—provide a description and a schedule for 
your development and implementation of 
applicable pretreatment requirements [40 
CFR 125.65(c)], or 

—describe how you propose to demonstrate 
secondary removal equivalency for each of 
those toxic pollutants, including a sched-
ule for compliance, by using a secondary 
treatment pilot plant. [40 CFR 125.65(d)]

Subpart H—Criteria for Deter-
mining Alternative Effluent 
Limitations Under Section 
316(a) of the Act

§ 125.70 Purpose and scope. 

Section 316(a) of the Act provides 
that:

‘‘With respect to any point source other-
wise subject to the provisions of section 301 
or section 306 of this Act, whenever the 
owner or operator of any such source, after 
opportunity for public hearing, can dem-
onstrate to the satisfaction of the Adminis-
trator (or, if appropriate, the State) that any 
effluent limitation proposed for the control 
of the thermal component of any discharge 
from such source will require effluent limita-
tions more stringent than necessary to as-
sure the projection [sic] and propagation of a 
balanced, indigenous population of shellfish, 
fish and wildlife in and on the body of water 
into which the discharge is to be made, the 
Administrator (or, if appropriate, the State) 
may impose an effluent limitation under 
such sections on such plant, with respect to 
the thermal component of such discharge 
(taking into account the interaction of such 
thermal component with other pollutants), 
that will assure the protection and propaga-
tion of a balanced indigenous population of 
shellfish, fish and wildlife in and on that 
body of water.’’

This subpart describes the factors, cri-
teria and standards for the establish-
ment of alternative thermal effluent 
limitations under section 316(a) of the 
Act in permits issued under section 
402(a) of the Act.

§ 125.71 Definitions. 

For the purpose of this subpart: 
(a) Alternative effluent limitations 

means all effluent limitations or stand-
ards of performance for the control of 
the thermal component of any dis-
charge which are established under sec-
tion 316(a) and this subpart. 

(b) Representative important species 
means species which are representa-
tive, in terms of their biological needs, 
of a balanced, indigenous community 
of shellfish, fish and wildlife in the 
body of water into which a discharge of 
heat is made. 

(c) The term balanced, indigenous com-
munity is synonymous with the term 
balanced, indigenous population in the 
Act and means a biotic community 
typically characterized by diversity, 
the capacity to sustain itself through 
cyclic seasonal changes, presence of 
necessary food chain species and by a 
lack of domination by pollution toler-
ant species. Such a community may in-
clude historically non-native species 
introduced in connection with a pro-
gram of wildlife management and spe-
cies whose presence or abundance re-
sults from substantial, irreversible en-
vironmental modifications. Normally, 
however, such a community will not 
include species whose presence or abun-
dance is attributable to the introduc-
tion of pollutants that will be elimi-
nated by compliance by all sources 
with section 301(b)(2) of the Act; and 
may not include species whose presence 
or abundance is attributable to alter-
native effluent limitations imposed 
pursuant to section 316(a).

§ 125.72 Early screening of applica-
tions for section 316(a) variances. 

(a) Any initial application for a sec-
tion 316(a) variance shall include the 
following early screening information: 

(1) A description of the alternative 
effluent limitation requested; 

(2) A general description of the meth-
od by which the discharger proposes to 
demonstrate that the otherwise appli-
cable thermal discharge effluent limi-
tations are more stringent than nec-
essary; 

(3) A general description of the type 
of data, studies, experiments and other 
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