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(c) The threshold requirement that at 
least 25 percent of water withdrawn be 
used for cooling purposes must be 
measured on an average monthly basis. 
A new facility meets the 25 percent 
cooling water threshold if, based on the 
new facility’s design, any monthly av-
erage over a year for the percentage of 
cooling water withdrawn is expected to 
equal or exceed 25 percent of the total 
water withdrawn. 

(d) This subpart does not apply to fa-
cilities that employ cooling water in-
take structures in the offshore and 
coastal subcategories of the oil and gas 
extraction point source category as de-
fined under 40 CFR 435.10 and 40 CFR 
435.40.

§ 125.82 When must I comply with this 
subpart? 

You must comply with this subpart 
when an NPDES permit containing re-
quirements consistent with this sub-
part is issued to you.

§ 125.83 What special definitions apply 
to this subpart? 

The following special definitions 
apply to this subpart: 

Annual mean flow means the average 
of daily flows over a calendar year. His-
torical data (up to 10 years) must be 
used where available. 

Closed-cycle recirculating system means 
a system designed, using minimized 
makeup and blowdown flows, to with-
draw water from a natural or other 
water source to support contact and/or 
noncontact cooling uses within a facil-
ity. The water is usually sent to a cool-
ing canal or channel, lake, pond, or 
tower to allow waste heat to be dis-
sipated to the atmosphere and then is 
returned to the system. (Some facili-
ties divert the waste heat to other 
process operations.) New source water 
(make-up water) is added to the system 
to replenish losses that have occurred 
due to blowdown, drift, and evapo-
ration. 

Cooling water means water used for 
contact or noncontact cooling, includ-
ing water used for equipment cooling, 
evaporative cooling tower makeup, and 
dilution of effluent heat content. The 
intended use of the cooling water is to 
absorb waste heat rejected from the 
process or processes used, or from aux-

iliary operations on the facility’s 
premises. Cooling water that is used in 
a manufacturing process either before 
or after it is used for cooling is consid-
ered process water for the purposes of 
calculating the percentage of a new fa-
cility’s intake flow that is used for 
cooling purposes in § 125.81(c). 

Cooling water intake structure means 
the total physical structure and any 
associated constructed waterways used 
to withdraw cooling water from waters 
of the U.S. The cooling water intake 
structure extends from the point at 
which water is withdrawn from the sur-
face water source up to, and including, 
the intake pumps. 

Design intake flow means the value 
assigned (during the facility’s design) 
to the total volume of water withdrawn 
from a source water body over a spe-
cific time period. 

Design intake velocity means the value 
assigned (during the design of a cooling 
water intake structure) to the average 
speed at which intake water passes 
through the open area of the intake 
screen (or other device) against which 
organisms might be impinged or 
through which they might be en-
trained. 

Entrainment means the incorporation 
of all life stages of fish and shellfish 
with intake water flow entering and 
passing through a cooling water intake 
structure and into a cooling water sys-
tem. 

Estuary means a semi-enclosed body 
of water that has a free connection 
with open seas and within which the 
seawater is measurably diluted with 
fresh water derived from land drainage. 
The salinity of an estuary exceeds 0.5 
parts per thousand (by mass) but is 
typically less than 30 parts per thou-
sand (by mass). 

Existing facility means any facility 
that is not a new facility. 

Freshwater river or stream means a 
lotic (free-flowing) system that does 
not receive significant inflows of water 
from oceans or bays due to tidal ac-
tion. For the purposes of this rule, a 
flow-through reservoir with a retention 
time of 7 days or less will be considered 
a freshwater river or stream. 

Hydraulic zone of influence means that 
portion of the source waterbody hy-
draulically affected by the cooling 
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