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16 Sufficient ice should be placed with the samples in the shipping container to ensure that ice is still present when the sam-
ples arrive at the laboratory. However, even if ice is present when the samples arrive, it is necessary to immediately measure the 
temperature of the samples and confirm that the 4C temperature maximum has not been exceeded. In the isolated cases where 
it can be documented that this holding temperature can not be met, the permittee can be given the option of on-site testing or 
can request a variance. The request for a variance should include supportive data which show that the toxicity of the effluent 
samples is not reduced because of the increased holding temperature. 

17 Samples collected for the determination of trace level mercury (100 ng/L) using EPA Method 1631 must be collected in tight-
ly-capped fluoropolymer or glass bottles and preserved with BrCl or HCl solution within 48 hours of sample collection. The time 
to preservation may be extended to 28 days if a sample is oxidized in the sample bottle. Samples collected for dissolved trace 
level mercury should be filtered in the laboratory. However, if circumstances prevent overnight shipment, samples should be fil-
tered in a designated clean area in the field in accordance with procedures given in Method 1669. Samples that have been col-
lected for determination of total or dissolved trace level mercury must be analyzed within 90 days of sample collection. 

[38 FR 28758, Oct. 16, 1973, as amended at 41 FR 52781, Dec. 1, 1976; 49 FR 43251, 43258, 43259, 
Oct. 26, 1984; 50 FR 691, 692, 695, Jan. 4, 1985; 51 FR 23693, June 30, 1986; 52 FR 33543, Sept. 3, 
1987; 55 FR 24534, June 15, 1990; 55 FR 33440, Aug. 15, 1990; 56 FR 50759, Oct. 8, 1991; 57 FR 41833, 
Sept. 11, 1992; 58 FR 4505, Jan. 31, 1994; 60 FR 17160, Apr. 4, 1995; 60 FR 39588, 39590, Aug. 2, 1995; 
60 FR 44672, Aug. 28, 1995; 60 FR 53542, 53543, Oct. 16, 1995; 62 FR 48403, 48404, Sept. 15, 1997; 
63 FR 50423, Sept. 21, 1998; 64 FR 4978, Feb. 2, 1999; 64 FR 10392, Mar. 4, 1999; 64 FR 26327, May 
14, 1999; 64 FR 30433, 30434, June 8, 1999; 64 FR 73423, Dec. 30, 1999; 66 FR 32776, June 18, 2001; 
67 FR 65226, Oct. 23, 2002; 67 FR 65886, Oct. 29, 2002; 67 FR 69971, Nov. 19, 2002]

§ 136.4 Application for alternate test 
procedures. 

(a) Any person may apply to the Re-
gional Administrator in the Region 
where the discharge occurs for ap-
proval of an alternative test procedure. 

(b) When the discharge for which an 
alternative test procedure is proposed 
occurs within a State having a permit 
program approved pursuant to section 
402 of the Act, the applicant shall sub-
mit his application to the Regional Ad-
ministrator through the Director of 
the State agency having responsibility 
for issuance of NPDES permits within 
such State. 

(c) Unless and until printed applica-
tion forms are made available, an ap-
plication for an alternate test proce-
dure may be made by letter in trip-
licate. Any application for an alternate 
test procedure under this paragraph (c) 
shall: 

(1) Provide the name and address of 
the responsible person or firm making 
the discharge (if not the applicant) and 
the applicable ID number of the exist-
ing or pending permit, issuing agency, 
and type of permit for which the alter-
nate test procedure is requested, and 
the discharge serial number. 

(2) Identify the pollutant or param-
eter for which approval of an alternate 
testing procedure is being requested. 

(3) Provide justification for using 
testing procedures other than those 
specified in Table I. 

(4) Provide a detailed description of 
the proposed alternate test procedure, 
together with references to published 

studies of the applicability of the alter-
nate test procedure to the effluents in 
question. 

(d) An application for approval of an 
alternate test procedure for nationwide 
use may be made by letter in triplicate 
to the Director, Analytical Methods 
Staff, Office of Science and Technology 
(4303), Office of Water, U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency, 1200 Penn-
sylvania Ave., NW., Washington, DC 
20460. Any application for an alternate 
test procedure under this paragraph (d) 
shall: 

(1) Provide the name and address of 
the responsible person or firm making 
the application. 

(2) Identify the pollutant(s) or pa-
rameter(s) for which nationwide ap-
proval of an alternate testing proce-
dure is being requested. 

(3) Provide a detailed description of 
the proposed alternate procedure, to-
gether with references to published or 
other studies confirming the general 
applicability of the alternate test pro-
cedure to the pollutant(s) or para-
meter(s) in waste water discharges 
from representative and specified in-
dustrial or other categories. 

(4) Provide comparability data for 
the performance of the proposed alter-
nate test procedure compared to the 
performance of the approved test pro-
cedures. 

[38 FR 28760, Oct. 16, 1973, as amended at 41 
FR 52785, Dec. 1, 1976; 62 FR 30763, June 5, 
1997]
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