
183

Environmental Protection Agency § 166.3

PART 166—EXEMPTION OF FEDERAL 
AND STATE AGENCIES FOR USE 
OF PESTICIDES UNDER EMER-
GENCY CONDITIONS

Subpart A—General Provisions
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Subpart B—Specific, Quarantine, and 
Public Health Exemptions
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Subpart C—Crisis Exemptions
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AUTHORITY: 7 U.S.C. 136–136y.

SOURCE: 51 FR 1902, Jan. 15, 1986, unless 
otherwise noted.

Subpart A—General Provisions

§ 166.1 Purpose and organization. 
(a) Purpose and scope. Section 18 of 

the Act authorizes the Administrator 
to exempt State and Federal agencies 
from any provision of the Act, if he de-
termines that emergency conditions 
exist which require an exemption. The 
regulations in this part establish pro-
cedures whereby the Administrator 

may exempt a Federal or State agency 
from the provisions of the Act which 
regulate the manner in which a pes-
ticide is made available for use or is 
used. 

(b) Organization. (1) The provisions in 
subpart A of this part describe the four 
types of emergency exemptions author-
ized by the Agency and define terms 
used in this part. 

(2) Subpart B of this part establishes 
procedures and criteria for specific, 
quarantine, and public health exemp-
tions. 

(3) Subpart C of this part establishes 
procedures and criteria for crisis ex-
emptions.

§ 166.2 Types of exemptions. 
There are four types of emergency 

exemptions which may be authorized: 
specific, quarantine, public health, and 
crisis exemptions. 

(a) Specific exemption. A specific ex-
emption may be authorized in an emer-
gency condition to avert: 

(1) A significant economic loss; or 
(2) A significant risk to: 
(i) Endangered species, 
(ii) Threatened species, 
(iii) Beneficial organisms, or 
(iv) The environment. 
(b) Quarantine exemption. A quar-

antine exemption may be authorized in 
an emergency condition to control the 
introduction or spread of any pest new 
to or not theretofore known to be wide-
ly prevalent or distributed within and 
throughout the United States and its 
territories. 

(c) Public health exemption. A public 
health exemption may be authorized in 
an emergency condition to control a 
pest that will cause a significant risk 
to human health. 

(d) Crisis exemption. A crisis exemp-
tion may be utilized in an emergency 
condition when the time from dis-
covery of the emergency to the time 
when the pesticide use is needed is in-
sufficient to allow for the authoriza-
tion of a specific, quarantine, or public 
health exemption.

§ 166.3 Definitions. 
Terms used in this part shall have 

the meanings established by the 
Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and 
Rodenticide Act. In addition, as used in 
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