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is applicable which at any time or 
under any condition of highway grade, 
load, acceleration or deceleration gen-
erates a sound level in excess of 
86dB(A) measured on an open site with 
fast meter response at 50 feet from the 
centerline of lane of travel on high-
ways with speed limits of 35 MPH or 
less; or 90 dB(A) measured on an open 
site with fast meter response at 50 feet 
from the centerline of lane of travel on 
highways with speed limits of more 
than 35 MPH. 

(b) No motor carrier subject to these 
regulations shall operate any motor ve-
hicle of a type to which this regulation 
is applicable which at any time or 
under any condition of highway grade, 
load, acceleration or deceleration gen-
erates a sound level in excess of 83 
dB(A) measured on an open site with 
fast meter response at 50 feet from the 
centerline of lane of travel on high-
ways with speed limits of 35 MPH or 
less; or 87 dB(A) measured on an open 
site with fast meter response at 50 feet 
from the centerline of lane of travel on 
highways with speed limits of more 
than 35 MPH. 

[39 FR 38215, Oct. 29, 1974, as amended at 51 
FR 852, Jan. 8, 1986]

§ 202.21 Standard for operation under 
stationary test. 

(a) No motor carrier subject to these 
regulations shall operate any motor ve-
hicle of a type to which this regulation 
is applicable which generates a sound 
level in excess of 88 dB(A) measured on 
an open site with fast meter response 
at 50 feet from the longitudinal center-
line of the vehicle, when its engine is 
accelerated from idle with wide open 
throttle to governed speed with the ve-
hicle stationary, transmission in neu-
tral, and clutch engaged. This section 
shall not apply to any vehicle which is 
not equipped with an engine speed gov-
ernor. 

(b) No motor carrier subject to these 
regulations shall operate any motor ve-
hicle of a type to which this regulation 
is applicable which generates a sound 
level in excess of 85 dB(A) measured on 
an open site with fast meter response 
at 50 feet from the longitudinal center-
line of the vehicle when its engine is 
accelerated from idle with wide open 
throttle to governed speed with the ve-

hicle stationary, transmission in neu-
tral, and clutch engaged. This para-
graph shall not apply to any vehicle 
which is not equipped with an engine 
speed governor. 

[39 FR 38215, Oct. 29, 1974, as amended at 51 
FR 852, Jan. 8, 1986]

§ 202.22 Visual exhaust system inspec-
tion. 

No motor carrier subject to these 
regulations shall operate any motor ve-
hicle of a type to which this regulation 
is applicable unless the exhaust system 
of such vehicle is (a) free from defects 
which affect sound reduction; (b) 
equipped with a muffler or other noise 
dissipative device; and (c) not equipped 
with any cut-out, bypass, or similar de-
vice.

§ 202.23 Visual tire inspection. 
No motor carrier subject to these 

regulations shall at any time operate 
any motor vehicle of a type to which 
this regulation is applicable on a tire 
or tires having a tread pattern which 
as originally manufactured, or as 
newly retreaded, is composed primarily 
or cavities in the tread (excluding sipes 
and local chunking) which are not 
vented by grooves to the tire shoulder 
or circumferentially to each other 
around the tire. This § 202.23 shall not 
apply to any motor vehicle which is 
demonstrated by the motor carrier 
which operates it to be in compliance 
with the noise emission standard speci-
fied for operations on highways with 
speed limits of more than 35 MPH in 
§ 202.20 of this Subpart B, if the dem-
onstration is conducted at the highway 
speed limit in effect at the inspection 
location, or, if speed is unlimited, the 
demonstration is conducted at a speed 
of 65 MPH. 

[39 FR 38215, Oct. 29, 1974]
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