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Environmental Protection Agency § 233.22 

Subpart C—Permit Requirements

§ 233.20 Prohibitions. 
No permit shall be issued by the Di-

rector in the following circumstances: 
(a) When permit does not comply 

with the requirements of the Act or 
regulations thereunder, including the 
section 404(b)(1) Guidelines (part 230 of 
this chapter). 

(b) When the Regional Administrator 
has objected to issuance of the permit 
under § 233.50 and the objection has not 
been resolved. 

(c) When the proposed discharges 
would be in an area which has been 
prohibited, withdrawn, or denied as a 
disposal site by the Administrator 
under section 404(c) of the Act, or when 
the discharge would fail to comply 
with a restriction imposed thereunder. 

(d) If the Secretary determines, after 
consultation with the Secretary of the 
Department in which the Coast Guard 
is operating, that anchorage and navi-
gation of any of the navigable waters 
would be substantially impaired.

§ 233.21 General permits. 
(a) Under section 404(h)(5) of the Act, 

States may, after program approval, 
administer and enforce general permits 
previously issued by the Secretary in 
State regulated waters.

NOTE: If States intend to assume existing 
general permits, they must be able to ensure 
compliance with existing permit conditions 
an any reporting monitoring, or 
prenotification requirements.

(b) The Director may issue a general 
permit for categories of similar activi-
ties if he determines that the regulated 
activities will cause only minimal ad-
verse environmental effects when per-
formed separately and will have only 
minimal cumulative adverse effects on 
the environment. Any general permit 
issued shall be in compliance with the 
section 404(b)(1) Guidelines. 

(c) In addition to the conditions spec-
ified in § 233.23, each general permit 
shall contain: 

(1) A specific description of the 
type(s) of activities which are author-
ized, including limitations for any sin-
gle operation. The description shall be 
detailed enough to ensure that the re-
quirements of paragraph (b) of this 

section are met. (This paragraph super-
cedes § 233.23(c)(1) for general permits.) 

(2) A precise description of the geo-
graphic area to which the general per-
mit applies, including limitations on 
the type(s) of water where operations 
may be conducted sufficient to ensure 
that the requirements of paragraph (b) 
of this section are met. 

(d) Predischarge notification or other 
reporting requirements may be re-
quired by the Director on a permit-by-
permit basis as appropriate to ensure 
that the general permit will comply 
with the requirement (section 404(e) of 
the Act) that the regulated activities 
will cause only minimal adverse envi-
ronmental effects when performed sep-
arately and will have only minimal cu-
mulative adverse effects on the envi-
ronment. 

(e) The Director may, without revok-
ing the general permit, require any 
person authorized under a general per-
mit to apply for an individual permit. 
This discretionary authority will be 
based on concerns for the aquatic envi-
ronment including compliance with 
paragraph (b) of this section and the 
404(b)(1) Guidelines (40 CFR part 230.) 

(1) This provision in no way affects 
the legality of activities undertaken 
pursuant to the general permit prior to 
notification by the Director of such re-
quirement. 

(2) Once the Director notifies the dis-
charger of his decision to exercise dis-
cretionary authority to require an in-
dividual permit, the discharger’s activ-
ity is no longer authorized by the gen-
eral permit.

§ 233.22 Emergency permits. 

(a) Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this part, the Director may 
issue a temporary emergency permit 
for a discharge of dredged or fill mate-
rial if unacceptable harm to life or se-
vere loss of physical property is likely 
to occur before a permit could be 
issued or modified under procedures 
normally required. 

(b) Emergency permits shall incor-
porate, to the extent possible and not 
inconsistent with the emergency situa-
tion, all applicable requirements of 
§ 233.23. 
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