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Subpart A—Purpose, General
Requirements, Definitions

§256.01 Purpose and scope of the
guidelines.

(a) The purpose of these guidelines is
to assist in the development and imple-
mentation of State solid waste man-
agement plans, in accordance with sec-
tion 4002(b) of the Solid Waste Disposal
Act, as amended by the Resource Con-
servation and Recovery Act of 1976 (42
U.S.C. 6942(b)) (the *“Act’”). These
guidelines contain methods for achiev-
ing the objectives of environmentally
sound management and disposal of
solid and hazardous waste, resource
conservation, and maximum utiliza-
tion of valuable resources.

(b) These guidelines address the min-
imum requirements for approval of
State plans as set forth in section 4003
of the Act. These are:

(1) The plan shall identify, in accord-
ance with section 4006(b), (i) the re-
sponsibilities of State, local, and re-
gional authorities in the implementa-
tion of the State plan, (ii) the distribu-
tion of Federal funds to the authorities
responsible for development and imple-
mentation of the State plan, and (iii)
the means for coordinating regional
planning and implementation under
the State plan.

(2) The plan shall, in accordance with
section 4005(c), prohibit the establish-
ment of new open dumps within the
State, and contain requirements that
all solid waste (including solid waste
originating in other States, but not in-
cluding hazardous waste) shall be (i)
utilized for resource recovery or (ii)
disposed of in sanitary landfills (within
the meaning of section 4004(a)) or oth-
erwise disposed of in an environ-
mentally sound manner.

(3) The plan shall provide for the
closing or upgrading of all existing
open dumps within the State pursuant
to the requirements of section 4005.

356



Environmental Protection Agency

(4) The plan shall provide for the es-
tablishment of such State regulatory
powers as may be necessary to imple-
ment the plan.

(5) The plan shall provide that no
local government within the State
shall be prohibited under State or local
law from entering into long-term con-
tracts for the supply of solid waste to
resource recovery facilities.

(6) The plan shall provide for re-
source conservation or recovery and for
the disposal of solid waste in sanitary
landfills or for any combination of
practices so as may be necessary to use
or dispose of such waste in a manner
that is environmentally sound.

(c) These guidelines address the re-
quirement of section 4005(c) that a
State plan:

Shall establish, for any entity which dem-
onstrates that it has considered other public
or private alternatives for solid waste man-
agement to comply with the prohibition on
open dumping and is unable to utilize such
alternatives to so comply, a timetable or
schedule of compliance for such practice or
disposal of solid waste which specifies a
schedule of remedial measures, including an
enforceable sequence of actions or operations
leading to compliance with the prohibition
on open dumping of solid waste within a rea-
sonable time (not to exceed five years from
the date of publication of the inventory).

§256.02 Scope of the State solid waste
management plan.

(a)(1) The State plan shall address all
solid waste in the State that poses po-
tential adverse effects on health or the
environment or provides opportunity
for resource conservation or resource
recovery. The plan shall consider:

(i) Hazardous wastes;

(ii) Residential, commercial and in-
stitutional solid waste;

(iii) Wastewater treatment sludge;

(iv) Pollution control residuals;

(v) Industrial wastes;

(vi) Mining wastes;

(vii) Agricultural wastes;

(viii) Water treatment sludge; and

(ix) Septic tank pumpings.

(2) The State plan shall consider the
following aspects of solid waste man-
agement:

(i) Resource conservation;

(ii) Source separation;

(iii) Collection;

(iv) Transportation;
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(v) Storage;

(vi) Transfer;

(vii) Processing (including resource
recovery);

(viii) Treatment; and

(ix) Disposal.

(b) The State Plan shall establish and
justify priorities and timing for ac-
tions. These priorities shall be based on
the current level of solid waste man-
agement planning and implementation
within the State, the extent of the
solid waste management problem, the
health, environmental and economic
impacts of the problem, and the re-
sources and management approaches
available.

(c) The State plan shall set forth an
orderly and manageable process for
achieving the objectives of the Act and
meeting the requirements of these
quidelines. This process shall describe
as specifically as possible the activities
to be undertaken, including detailed
schedules and milestones.

(d) The State plan shall cover a min-
imum of a five year time period from
the date submitted to EPA for ap-
proval.

(e) The State plan shall identify ex-
isting State legal authority for solid
waste management and shall identify
modifications to regulations necessary
to meet the requirements of these
guidelines.

§256.03 State plan submission, adop-
tion, and revision.

(a) To be considered for approval, the
State plan shall be submitted to EPA
within a reasonable time after final
promulgation of these guidelines.

(b) Prior to submission to EPA, the
plan shall be adopted by the State pur-
suant to State administrative proce-
dures.

(c) The plan shall be developed in ac-
cord with public participation proce-
dures required by Subpart G of this
part.

(d) The plan shall contain procedures
for revision. The State plan shall be re-
vised by the State, after notice and
public hearings, when the Adminis-
trator, by regulation, or the State de-
termines, that:

(1) The State plan is not in compli-
ance with the requirements of these
guidelines;
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