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PART 281—APPROVAL OF STATE 
UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANK 
PROGRAMS

Subpart A—Purpose, General 
Requirements and Scope
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281.51 Amendment required at end of in-
terim period. 

281.52 Revision of approved state programs.

Subpart F—Withdrawal of Approval of State 
Programs

281.60 Criteria for withdrawal of approval of 
state programs. 

281.61 Procedures for withdrawal of ap-
proval of state programs.
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Subpart A—Purpose, General 
Requirements and Scope

§ 281.10 Purpose. 
(a) This subpart specifies the require-

ments that state programs must meet 
for approval by the Administrator 
under section 9004 of RCRA, and the 
procedures EPA will follow in approv-
ing, revising and withdrawing approval 
of state programs. 

(b) State submissions for program ap-
proval must be in accordance with the 
procedures set out in this part. 

(c) A state may apply for approval 
under this subpart at any time after 
the promulgation of release detection, 
prevention, and correction regulations 
under section 9003 of RCRA. 

(d) Any state program approved by 
the Administrator under this part shall 
at all times be conducted in accordance 
with the requirements of this part.

§ 281.11 General requirements. 
(a) State program elements. The fol-

lowing substantive elements of a state 
program must be addressed in a state 
application for approval: 

(1) Requirements for all existing and 
new underground storage tanks: 

(i) New UST systems (design, con-
struction, installation, and notifica-
tion); 

(ii) Upgrading of existing UST sys-
tems; 

(iii) General operating requirements; 
(iv) Release detection; 
(v) Release reporting, investigation, 

and confirmation; 
(vi) Out-of-service USTs and closure; 
(vii) Release response and corrective 

action; and 
(viii) Financial responsibility for 

UST systems containing petroleum. 
(2) Provisions for adequate enforce-

ment of compliance with the above 
program elements. 

(b) Final approval. The state must 
demonstrate that its requirements 
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