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(3) transfers oil or hazardous mate-
rial in a place subject to the jurisdic-
tion of the United States. 

Threat of discharge or release, see defi-
nitions for discharge and release. 

Threat of release, see definition for re-
lease. 

Treatment technology means any unit 
operation or series of unit operations 
that alters the composition of a haz-
ardous substance or pollutant or con-
taminant through chemical, biological, 
or physical means so as to reduce tox-
icity, mobility, or volume of the con-
taminated materials being treated. 
Treatment technologies are an alter-
native to land disposal of hazardous 
wastes without treatment. 

Trustee means an official of a federal 
natural resources management agency 
designated in subpart G of the NCP or 
a designated state official or Indian 
tribe or, in the case of discharges cov-
ered by the OPA, a foreign government 
official, who may pursue claims for 
damages under section 107(f) of 
CERCLA or section 1006 of the OPA. 

United States when used in relation to 
section 311(a)(5) of the CWA, means the 
states, the District of Columbia, the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the 
Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, 
American Samoa, the United States 
Virgin Islands, and the Pacific Island 
Governments. United States, when 
used in relation to section 101(27) of 
CERCLA and section 1001(36) of the 
OPA, includes the several states of the 
United States, the District of Colum-
bia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 
Guam, American Samoa, the United 
States Virgin Islands, the Common-
wealth of the Northern Marianas, and 
any other territory or possession over 
which the United States has jurisdic-
tion. 

Vessel as defined by section 101(28) of 
CERCLA, means every description of 
watercraft or other artificial contriv-
ance used, or capable of being used, as 
a means of transportation on water; 
and, as defined by section 311(a)(3) of 
the CWA, means every description of 
watercraft or other artificial contriv-
ance used, or capable of being used, as 
a means of transportation on water 
other than a public vessel. 

Volunteer means any individual ac-
cepted to perform services by the lead 

agency which has authority to accept 
volunteer services (examples: See 16 
U.S.C. 742f(c)). A volunteer is subject to 
the provisions of the authorizing stat-
ute and the NCP. 

Worst case discharge as defined by sec-
tion 311(a)(24) of the CWA, means, in 
the case of a vessel, a discharge in ad-
verse weather conditions of its entire 
cargo, and, in the case of an offshore 
facility or onshore facility, the largest 
foreseeable discharge in adverse weath-
er conditions. 

59 FR 47416, Sept. 15, 1994, as amended 
at 60 FR 16054, March 29, 1995]

§ 300.6 Use of number and gender. 

As used in this regulation, words in 
the singular also include the plural and 
words in the masculine gender also in-
clude the feminine and vice versa, as 
the case may require.

§ 300.7 Computation of time. 

In computing any period of time pre-
scribed or allowed in these rules of 
practice, except as otherwise provided, 
the day of the event from which the 
designated period begins to run shall 
not be included. Saturdays, Sundays, 
and federal legal holidays shall be in-
cluded. When a stated time expires on 
a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday, 
the stated time period shall be ex-
tended to include the next business 
day.

Subpart B—Responsibility and 
Organization for Response

SOURCE: 59 FR 47424, Sept. 15, 1994, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 300.100 Duties of President delegated 
to federal agencies. 

In Executive Orders 12580 and 12777, 
the President delegated certain func-
tions and responsibilities vested in him 
by the CWA, CERCLA, and the OPA.

§ 300.105 General organization con-
cepts. 

(a) Federal agencies should: 
(1) Plan for emergencies and develop 

procedures for addressing oil dis-
charges and releases of hazardous sub-
stances, pollutants, or contaminants; 
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(2) Coordinate their planning, pre-
paredness, and response activities with 
one another; 

(3) Coordinate their planning, pre-
paredness, and response activities with 
affected states, local governments, and 
private entities; and 

(4) Make available those facilities or 
resources that may be useful in a re-
sponse situation, consistent with agen-
cy authorities and capabilities. 

(b) Three fundamental kinds of ac-
tivities are performed pursuant to the 
NCP: 

(1) Preparedness planning and coordi-
nation for response to a discharge of oil 
or release of a hazardous substance, 
pollutant, or contaminant; 

(2) Notification and communications; 
and 

(3) Response operations at the scene 
of a discharge or release. 

(c) The organizational elements cre-
ated to perform these activities are: 

(1) The NRT, responsible for national 
response and preparedness planning, 
for coordinating regional planning, and 
for providing policy guidance and sup-
port to the Regional Response Teams 
(RRTs). NRT membership consists of 
representatives from the agencies spec-
ified in § 300.175(b). 

(2) RRTs, responsible for regional 
planning and preparedness activities 

before response actions, and for pro-
viding advice and support to the OSC 
or RPM when activated during a re-
sponse. RRT membership consists of 
designated representatives from each 
federal agency participating in the 
NRT together with state and (as agreed 
upon by the states) local government 
representatives. 

(3) The OSC and the RPM, primarily 
responsible for directing response ef-
forts and coordinating all other efforts 
at the scene of a discharge or release. 
The other responsibilities of OSCs and 
RPMs are described in § 300.135. 

(4) Area Committees, responsible for 
developing, under direction of the OSC, 
ACPs for each area designated by the 
President. Responsibilities of Area 
Committees are described in 
§ 300.205(c). 

(d) The basic framework for the re-
sponse management structure is a sys-
tem (e.g., a unified command system) 
that brings together the functions of 
the Federal Government, the state gov-
ernment, and the responsible party to 
achieve an effective and efficient re-
sponse, where the OSC maintains au-
thority. 

(e)(1) The organizational concepts of 
the national response system are de-
picted in the following Figures 1a and 
1b:
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(2) The standard federal regional 
boundaries (which are also the geo-
graphic areas of responsibility for the 

RRTs) are shown in the following Fig-
ure 2:
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(3) The USCG District boundaries are 
shown in the following Figure 3:
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§ 300.110 National Response Team. 

National planning and coordination 
is accomplished through the NRT. 

(a) The NRT consists of representa-
tives from the agencies named in 
§ 300.175(b). Each agency shall designate 
a member to the team and sufficient 
alternates to ensure representation, as 

agency resources permit. The NRT will 
consider requests for membership on 
the NRT from other agencies. Other 
agencies may request membership by 
forwarding such requests to the chair 
of the NRT. 

(b) The chair of the NRT shall be the 
representative of EPA and the vice 
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