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Subpart D—National Volatile Or-
ganic Compound Emission 
Standards for Architectural 
Coatings

SOURCE: 63 FR 48877, Sept. 11, 1998, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 59.400 Applicability and compliance 
dates. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraphs 
(b) and (c) of this section, the provi-
sions of this subpart apply to each ar-
chitectural coating manufactured on or 
after September 13, 1999 for sale or dis-
tribution in the United States. 

(b) For any architectural coating reg-
istered under the Federal Insecticide, 
Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (7 
U.S.C. Section 136, et seq.), the provi-
sions of this subpart apply to any such 
coating manufactured on or after 
March 13, 2000 for sale or distribution 
in the United States. 

(c) The provisions of this subpart do 
not apply to any architectural coating 
described in paragraphs (c)(1) through 
(c)(5) of this section: 

(1) A coating that is manufactured 
for sale or distribution to architectural 
coating markets outside the United 
States; such a coating must not be sold 
or distributed within the United States 
as an architectural coating. 

(2) A coating that is manufactured 
prior to September 13, 1999. 

(3) A coating that is sold in a non-
refillable aerosol container. 

(4) A coating that is collected and re-
distributed at a paint exchange. 

(5) A coating that is sold in a con-
tainer with a volume of one liter or 
less.

§ 59.401 Definitions. 
Act means the Clean Air Act (42 

U.S.C. 7401, et seq., as amended by Pub. 
L. 101–549, 104 Stat. 2399). 

Adhesive means any chemical sub-
stance that is applied for the purpose 
of bonding two surfaces together other 
than by mechanical means. Under this 
subpart, adhesives are not considered 
coatings. 

Administrator means the Adminis-
trator of the United States Environ-
mental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) 
or an authorized representative. 

Antenna coating means a coating for-
mulated and recommended for applica-
tion to equipment and associated 
structural appurtenances that are used 
to receive or transmit electromagnetic 
signals. 

Anti-fouling coating means a coating 
formulated and recommended for appli-
cation to submerged stationary struc-
tures and their appurtenances to pre-
vent or reduce the attachment of ma-
rine or freshwater biological orga-
nisms, including, but not limited to, 
coatings registered with the EPA under 
the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and 
Rodenticide Act (7 U.S.C. Section 136, 
et seq.) and nontoxic foul-release coat-
ings. 

Anti-graffiti coating means a clear or 
opaque high performance coating for-
mulated and recommended for applica-
tion to interior and exterior walls, 
doors, partitions, fences, signs, and 
murals to deter adhesion of graffiti and 
to resist repeated scrubbing and expo-
sure to harsh solvents, cleansers, or 
scouring agents used to remove graf-
fiti. 

Appurtenance means any accessory to 
a stationary structure, whether in-
stalled or detached at the proximate 
site of installation, including but not 
limited to: bathroom and kitchen fix-
tures; cabinets; concrete forms; doors; 
elevators; fences; hand railings; heat-
ing equipment, air conditioning equip-
ment, and other fixed mechanical 
equipment or stationary tools; lamp 
posts; partitions; pipes and piping sys-
tems; rain gutters and downspouts; 
stairways, fixed ladders, catwalks, and 
fire escapes; and window screens. 

Architectural coating means a coating 
recommended for field application to 
stationary structures and their appur-
tenances, to portable buildings, to 
pavements, or to curbs. This definition 
excludes adhesives and coatings rec-
ommended by the manufacturer or im-
porter solely for shop applications or 
solely for application to non-stationary 
structures, such as airplanes, ships, 
boats, and railcars. 

Below-ground wood preservative means 
a coating that is formulated and rec-
ommended to protect below-ground 
wood from decay or insect attack and 
that is registered with the EPA under 
the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and 
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