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Environmental Protection Agency § 63.5787

As specified in § 63.5773, you must comply with the applicable requirements of the General Provisions according to the following 
table: 

Citation Requirement Applies to subpart 
VVVV Explanation 

§ 63.12 ........................... State Authority and Delegations ...... Yes ............................... § 63.5776 lists those sections of 
subpart A that are not delegated. 

§ 63.13 ........................... Addresses ........................................ Yes. 
§ 63.14 ........................... Incorporation by Reference ............. Yes. 
§ 63.15 ........................... Availability of Information/Confiden-

tiality.
Yes. 

Subpart WWWW—National Emis-
sions Standards for Hazardous 
Air Pollutants: Reinforced Plas-
tic Composites Production

SOURCE: 68 FR 19402, Apr. 21, 2003, unless 
otherwise noted.

WHAT THIS SUBPART COVERS

§ 63.5780 What is the purpose of this 
subpart? 

This subpart establishes national 
emissions standards for hazardous air 
pollutants (NESHAP) for reinforced 
plastic composites production. This 
subpart also establishes requirements 
to demonstrate initial and continuous 
compliance with the hazardous air pol-
lutants (HAP) emissions standards.

§ 63.5785 Am I subject to this subpart? 
(a) You are subject to this subpart if 

you own or operate a reinforced plastic 
composites production facility that is 
located at a major source of HAP emis-
sions. Reinforced plastic composites 
production is limited to operations in 
which reinforced and/or nonreinforced 
plastic composites or plastic molding 
compounds are manufactured using 
thermoset resins and/or gel coats that 
contain styrene to produce plastic 
composites. The resins and gel coats 
may also contain materials designed to 
enhance the chemical, physical, and/or 
thermal properties of the product. Re-
inforced plastic composites production 
also includes cleaning, mixing, HAP-
containing materials storage, and re-
pair operations associated with the 
production of plastic composites. 

(b) You are not subject to this sub-
part if your facility only repairs rein-
forced plastic composites. Repair in-
cludes the non-routine manufacture of 
individual components or parts in-

tended to repair a larger item as de-
fined in § 63.5935 

(c) You are not subject to this sub-
part if your facility is a research and 
development facility as defined in sec-
tion 112(c)(7) of the Clean Air Act 
(CAA). 

(d) You are not subject to this sub-
part if your reinforced plastic compos-
ites operations use less than 1.2 tons 
per year (tpy) of thermoset resins and 
gel coats that contain styrene com-
bined.

§ 63.5787 What if I also manufacture fi-
berglass boats or boat parts? 

(a) If your source meets the applica-
bility criteria in § 63.5785, and is not 
subject to the Boat Manufacturing 
NESHAP (40 CFR part 63, subpart 
VVVV), you are subject to this subpart 
regardless of the final use of the parts 
you manufacture. 

(b) If your source is subject to 40 CFR 
part 63, subpart VVVV, and all the re-
inforced plastic composites you manu-
facture are used in manufacturing your 
boats, you are not subject to this sub-
part. 

(c) If you are subject to 40 CFR part 
63, subpart VVVV, and meet the appli-
cability criteria in § 63.5785, and 
produce reinforced plastic composites 
that are not used in fiberglass boat 
manufacture at your facility, all oper-
ations associated with the manufacture 
of the reinforced plastic composites 
parts that are not used in fiberglass 
boat manufacture at your facility are 
subject to this subpart, except as noted 
in paragraph (d) of this section. 

(d) Facilities potentially subject to 
both this subpart and 40 CFR part 63, 
subpart VVVV may elect to have the 
operations in paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion covered by 40 CFR part 63, subpart 
VVVV, in lieu of this subpart, if they 
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can demonstrate that this will not re-
sult in any organic HAP emissions in-
crease compared to complying with 
this subpart.

§ 63.5790 What parts of my plant does 
this subpart cover? 

(a) This subpart applies to each new 
or existing affected source at rein-
forced plastic composites production 
facilities. 

(b) The affected source consists of all 
parts of your facility engaged in the 
following operations: Open molding, 
closed molding, centrifugal casting, 
continuous lamination, continuous 
casting, polymer casting, pultrusion, 
sheet molding compound (SMC) manu-
facturing, bulk molding compound 
(BMC) manufacturing, mixing, clean-
ing of equipment used in reinforced 
plastic composites manufacture, HAP-
containing materials storage, and re-
pair operations on parts you also man-
ufacture. 

(c) The following operations are spe-
cifically excluded from any require-
ments in this subpart: Application of 
mold sealing and release agents, mold 
stripping and cleaning, repair of parts 
that you did not manufacture, includ-
ing non-routine manufacturing of 
parts, personal activities that are not 
part of the manufacturing operations 
(such as hobby shops on military 
bases), prepreg materials as defined in 
§ 63.5935, non-gel coat surface coatings, 
repair or production materials that do 
not contain resin or gel coat, and re-
search and development operations as 
defined in section 112(c)(7) of the CAA. 

(d) Production resins that must meet 
military specifications are allowed to 
meet the organic HAP limit contained 
in that specification. In order for this 
exemption to be used, you must supply 
to the permitting authority the speci-
fications certified as accurate by the 
military procurement officer, and 
those specifications must state a re-
quirement for a specific resin, or a spe-
cific resin HAP content. Production 
resins for which this exemption is used 
must be applied with nonatomizing 
resin application equipment unless you 
can demonstrate this is infeasible. You 
must keep a record of the resins for 
which you are using this exemption.

§ 63.5795 How do I know if my rein-
forced plastic composites produc-
tion facility is a new affected 
source or an existing affected 
source? 

(a) A reinforced plastic composites 
production facility is a new affected 
source if it meets all the criteria in 
paragraphs (a)(1) and (2) of this section. 

(1) You commence construction of 
the affected source after August 2, 2001. 

(2) You commence construction, and 
no other reinforced plastic composites 
production affected source exists at 
that site. 

(b) For the purposes of this subpart, 
an existing affected source is any af-
fected source that is not a new affected 
source.

CALCULATING ORGANIC HAP EMISSIONS 
FACTORS FOR OPEN MOLDING AND CEN-
TRIFUGAL CASTING

§ 63.5796 What are the organic HAP 
emissions factor equations in Table 
1 to this subpart, and how are they 
used in this subpart? 

Emissions factors are used in this 
subpart to determine compliance with 
certain organic HAP emissions limits 
in Tables 3 and 5 to this subpart. You 
may use the equations in Table 1 to 
this subpart to calculate your emis-
sions factors. Equations are available 
for each open molding operation and 
centrifugal casting operation and have 
units of pounds of organic HAP emitted 
per ton (lb/ton) of resin or gel coat ap-
plied. These equations are intended to 
provide a method for you to dem-
onstrate compliance without the need 
to conduct for a HAP emissions test. In 
lieu of these equations, you can elect 
to use site-specific organic HAP emis-
sions factors to demonstrate compli-
ance provided your site-specific or-
ganic HAP emissions factors are incor-
porated in the facility’s air emissions 
permit and are based on actual facility 
HAP emissions test data. You may also 
use the organic HAP emissions factors 
calculated using the equations in Table 
1 to this subpart, combined with resin 
and gel coat use data, to calculate your 
organic HAP emissions.
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