§64.8

the pollutant-specific emissions unit is
operating. Data recorded during moni-
toring malfunctions, associated re-
pairs, and required quality assurance
or control activities shall not be used
for purposes of this part, including
data averages and calculations, or ful-
filling a minimum data availability re-
quirement, if applicable. The owner or
operator shall use all the data col-
lected during all other periods in as-
sessing the operation of the control de-
vice and associated control system. A
monitoring malfunction is any sudden,
infrequent, not reasonably preventable
failure of the monitoring to provide
valid data. Monitoring failures that are
caused in part by poor maintenance or

careless operation are not malfunc-
tions.
(d) Response  to  excursions  or

exceedances. (1) Upon detecting an ex-
cursion or exceedance, the owner or op-
erator shall restore operation of the
pollutant-specific emissions unit (in-
cluding the control device and associ-
ated capture system) to its normal or
usual manner of operation as expedi-
tiously as practicable in accordance
with good air pollution control prac-
tices for minimizing emissions. The re-
sponse shall include minimizing the pe-
riod of any startup, shutdown or mal-
function and taking any necessary cor-
rective actions to restore normal oper-
ation and prevent the likely recurrence
of the cause of an excursion or exceed-
ance (other than those caused by ex-
cused startup or shutdown conditions).
Such actions may include initial in-
spection and evaluation, recording that
operations returned to normal without
operator action (such as through re-
sponse by a computerized distribution
control system), or any necessary fol-
low-up actions to return operation to
within the indicator range, designated
condition, or below the applicable
emission limitation or standard, as ap-
plicable.

(2) Determination of whether the
owner or operator has used acceptable
procedures in response to an excursion
or exceedance will be based on informa-
tion available, which may include but
is not limited to, monitoring results,
review of operation and maintenance
procedures and records, and inspection
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of the control device, associated cap-
ture system, and the process.

(e) Documentation of need for improved
monitoring. After approval of moni-
toring under this part, if the owner or
operator identifies a failure to achieve
compliance with an emission limita-
tion or standard for which the ap-
proved monitoring did not provide an
indication of an excursion or exceed-
ance while providing valid data, or the
results of compliance or performance
testing document a need to modify the
existing indicator ranges or designated
conditions, the owner or operator shall
promptly notify the permitting author-
ity and, if necessary, submit a proposed
modification to the part 70 or 71 permit
to address the necessary monitoring
changes. Such a modification may in-
clude, but is not limited to, reestab-
lishing indicator ranges or designated
conditions, modifying the frequency of
conducting monitoring and collecting
data, or the monitoring of additional
parameters.

§64.8 Quality improvement plan (QIP)
requirements.

(a) Based on the results of a deter-
mination made under §64.7(d)(2), the
Administrator or the permitting au-
thority may require the owner or oper-
ator to develop and implement a QIP.
Consistent with §64.6(c)(3), the part 70
or 71 permit may specify an appro-
priate threshold, such as an accumula-
tion of exceedances or excursions ex-
ceeding 5 percent duration of a pollut-
ant-specific emissions unit’s operating
time for a reporting period, for requir-
ing the implementation of a QIP. The
threshold may be set at a higher or
lower percent or may rely on other cri-
teria for purposes of indicating wheth-
er a pollutant-specific emissions unit is
being maintained and operated in a
manner consistent with good air pollu-
tion control practices.

(b) Elements of a QIP:

(1) The owner or operator shall main-
tain a written QIP, if required, and
have it available for inspection.

(2) The plan initially shall include
procedures for evaluating the control
performance problems and, based on
the results of the evaluation proce-
dures, the owner or operator shall mod-
ify the plan to include procedures for



Environmental Protection Agency

conducting one or more of the fol-
lowing actions, as appropriate:

(i) Improved preventive maintenance
practices.

(ii) Process operation changes.

(iii) Appropriate improvements to
control methods.

(iv) Other steps appropriate to cor-
rect control performance.

(v) More frequent or improved moni-
toring (only in conjunction with one or
more steps under paragraphs (b)(2)(i)
through (iv) of this section).

(c) If a QIP is required, the owner or
operator shall develop and implement a
QIP as expeditiously as practicable and
shall notify the permitting authority if
the period for completing the improve-
ments contained in the QIP exceeds 180
days from the date on which the need
to implement the QIP was determined.

(d) Following implementation of a
QIP, upon any subsequent determina-
tion pursuant to §64.7(d)(2) the Admin-
istrator or the permitting authority
may require that an owner or operator
make reasonable changes to the QIP if
the QIP is found to have:

(1) Failed to address the cause of the
control device performance problems;
or

(2) Failed to provide adequate proce-
dures for correcting control device per-
formance problems as expeditiously as
practicable in accordance with good air
pollution control practices for mini-
mizing emissions.

(e) Implementation of a QIP shall not
excuse the owner or operator of a
source from compliance with any exist-
ing emission limitation or standard, or
any existing monitoring, testing, re-
porting or recordkeeping requirement
that may apply under federal, state, or
local law, or any other applicable re-
quirements under the Act.

§64.9 Reporting and recordkeeping re-
quirements.

(a) General reporting requirements. (1)
On and after the date specified in
§64.7(a) by which the owner or operator
must use monitoring that meets the re-
quirements of this part, the owner or
operator shall submit monitoring re-
ports to the permitting authority in
accordance with §70.6(a)(3)(iii) of this
chapter.
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(2) A report for monitoring under this
part shall include, at a minimum, the
information required under
§70.6(a)(3)(iii) of this chapter and the
following information, as applicable:

(i) Summary information on the
number, duration and cause (including
unknown cause, if applicable) of excur-
sions or exceedances, as applicable, and
the corrective actions taken;

(if) Summary information on the
number, duration and cause (including
unknown cause, if applicable) for mon-
itor downtime incidents (other than
downtime associated with zero and
span or other daily calibration checks,
if applicable); and

(iii) A description of the actions
taken to implement a QIP during the
reporting period as specified in §64.8.
Upon completion of a QIP, the owner or
operator shall include in the next sum-
mary report documentation that the
implementation of the plan has been
completed and reduced the likelihood
of similar levels of excursions or
exceedances occurring.

(b) General recordkeeping requirements.
(1) The owner or operator shall comply
with the recordkeeping requirements
specified in §70.6(a)(3)(ii) of this chap-
ter. The owner or operator shall main-
tain records of monitoring data, mon-
itor performance data, corrective ac-
tions taken, any written quality im-
provement plan required pursuant to
§64.8 and any activities undertaken to
implement a quality improvement
plan, and other supporting information
required to be maintained under this
part (such as data used to document
the adequacy of monitoring, or records
of monitoring maintenance or correc-
tive actions).

(2) Instead of paper records, the
owner or operator may maintain
records on alternative media, such as
microfilm, computer files, magnetic
tape disks, or microfiche, provided that
the use of such alternative media al-
lows for expeditious inspection and re-
view, and does not conflict with other
applicable recordkeeping requirements.

§64.10 Savings provisions.

(a) Nothing in this part shall:

(1) Excuse the owner or operator of a
source from compliance with any exist-
ing emission limitation or standard, or



