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41 CFR Ch. 102 (7–1–03 Edition)§ 102–3.90 

Subpart C—How Are Advisory 
Committees Managed?

§ 102–3.90 What does this subpart 
cover and how does it apply? 

This subpart outlines specific respon-
sibilities and functions to be carried 
out by the General Services Adminis-
tration (GSA), the agency head, the 
Committee Management Officer (CMO), 
and the Designated Federal Officer 
(DFO) under the Act.

§ 102–3.95 What principles apply to the 
management of advisory commit-
tees? 

Agencies are encouraged to apply the 
following principles to the manage-
ment of their advisory committees: 

(a) Provide adequate support. Before 
establishing an advisory committee, 
agencies should identify requirements 
and assure that adequate resources are 
available to support anticipated activi-
ties. Considerations related to support 
include office space, necessary supplies 
and equipment, Federal staff support, 
and access to key decisionmakers. 

(b) Focus on mission. Advisory com-
mittee members and staff should be 
fully aware of the advisory commit-
tee’s mission, limitations, if any, on its 
duties, and the agency’s goals and ob-
jectives. In general, the more specific 
an advisory committee’s tasks and the 
more focused its activities are, the 
higher the likelihood will be that the 
advisory committee will fulfill its mis-
sion. 

(c) Follow plans and procedures. Advi-
sory committee members and their 
agency sponsors should work together 
to assure that a plan and necessary 
procedures covering implementation 
are in place to support an advisory 
committee’s mission. In particular, 
agencies should be clear regarding 
what functions an advisory committee 
can perform legally and those that it 
cannot perform. 

(d) Practice openness. In addition to 
achieving the minimum standards of 
public access established by the Act 
and this part, agencies should seek to 
be as inclusive as possible. For exam-
ple, agencies may wish to explore the 
use of the Internet to post advisory 
committee information and seek 
broader input from the public. 

(e) Seek feedback. Agencies contin-
ually should seek feedback from advi-
sory committee members and the pub-
lic regarding the effectiveness of the 
advisory committee’s activities. At 
regular intervals, agencies should com-
municate to the members how their ad-
vice has affected agency programs and 
decisionmaking.

§ 102–3.100 What are the responsibil-
ities and functions of GSA? 

(a) Under section 7 of the Act, the 
General Services Administration (GSA) 
prepares regulations on Federal advi-
sory committees to be prescribed by 
the Administrator of General Services, 
issues other administrative guidelines 
and management controls for advisory 
committees, and assists other agencies 
in implementing and interpreting the 
Act. Responsibility for these activities 
has been delegated by the Adminis-
trator to the GSA Committee Manage-
ment Secretariat. 

(b) The Secretariat carries out its re-
sponsibilities by: 

(1) Conducting an annual comprehen-
sive review of Governmentwide advi-
sory committee accomplishments, 
costs, benefits, and other indicators to 
measure performance; 

(2) Developing and distributing Gov-
ernmentwide training regarding the 
Act and related statutes and principles; 

(3) Supporting the Interagency Com-
mittee on Federal Advisory Committee 
Management in its efforts to improve 
compliance with the Act; 

(4) Designing and maintaining a Gov-
ernmentwide shared Internet-based 
system to facilitate collection and use 
of information required by the Act; 

(5) Identifying performance measures 
that may be used to evaluate advisory 
committee accomplishments; and 

(6) Providing recommendations for 
transmittal by the Administrator to 
the Congress and the President regard-
ing proposals to improve accomplish-
ment of the objectives of the Act.

§ 102–3.105 What are the responsibil-
ities of an agency head? 

The head of each agency that estab-
lishes or utilizes one or more advisory 
committees must: 
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