§302-17.8

compensation (including moving ex-
pense reimbursements) and the appli-
cable amount of Federal taxes with-
held. For tax reporting purposes, the
WTA is to be treated as a moving ex-
pense reimbursement. The total
amount of the employee’s WTA’s paid
during the year as well as the amount
of moving expense reimbursements
should be included as income on the
employee’s Form W-2. The Federal tax
withholding amount applicable to the
moving expense reimbursements and
the WTA should also be included on the
employee’s Form W-2. The amount of
the WTA'’s also will be furnished to the
employee along with the amount of
moving expense reimbursements on
IRS Form 4782 or another itemized list-
ing provided for the employee’s use in
preparing his/her tax return (see IRS
regulations for further guidance) and
in claiming the RIT allowance as pro-
vided in §302-17.8.

§302-17.8 Rules and procedures for
determining the RIT allowance in
Year 2.

(@) Summary/overview of procedures.
The RIT allowance will be calculated
and claimed in Year 2. This can be ac-
complished as soon as the employee
can determine earned income (as de-
fined herein), income tax filing status,
covered taxable reimbursements for
Year 1, and the applicable marginal tax
rates. The RIT allowance is then cal-
culated using the gross-up formula
under procedures prescribed herein.
Since the RIT allowance is considered
income, appropriate withholding taxes
on the RIT allowance are deducted and
the balance constitutes the net pay-
ment to the employee. Rules, proce-
dures, and the prescribed tax tables for
these calculations are provided in para-
graphs (b) through (g) of this section,
and in appendices A, B, and C of this
part.

(b) General rules and assumptions. (1)
The procedures prescribed herein for
calculations and payment of the RIT
allowance are based on certain assump-
tions jointly developed by GSA and
IRS, and tax tables developed by IRS.
This approach avoids a potentially con-
troversial and administratively bur-
densome procedure requiring the em-
ployee to furnish extensive documenta-
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tion, such as certified copies of actual
tax returns and reconstructed returns,
in support of a claim for a RIT allow-
ance payment. Specifically, the fol-
lowing assumptions have been made:

(i) The employee will claim allowable
moving expense deductions for the
same tax year iIn which the cor-
responding moving expense reimburse-
ments are included in income;

(ii) Changes to the IRC, applicable to
the 1987 and subsequent tax years, re-
quire that allowable moving expense
deductions must be taken as an
itemized deduction from gross income
rather than as an adjustment to gross
income as in previous tax years. It is
assumed that employees will receive
the benefit of allowable moving ex-
pense deductions to offset income ei-
ther by itemizing their moving expense
deductions or through the increased
standard deductions.

(iii) Prior to the Tax Reform Act of
1986, it was assumed that the employ-
ee’s (and spouse’s, if a joint return is
filed) earned income, filing status, and
CMTR determined for Year 1 (and used
in determining the RIT allowance in
Year 2) would remain the same or
would not be substantially different in
the second and subsequent tax years.
However, the Tax Reform Act of 1986
substantially changed the Federal tax
structure making it necessary to com-
pute a separate CMTR for Year 1 and
for Year 2. (See paragraph (e) of this
section.) The formula for calculating
the RIT allowance to be paid in 1988
and subsequent years is shown in para-
graph (f) of this section. It is assumed
that within the accuracy of the cal-
culation, the State and local tax rates
for Year 1 and Year 2 will remain the
same or will not be substantially dif-
ferent. Therefore, the State and local
tax rates for Year 1 shall be used in
calculating the CMTR for Year 2.

(2) The prescribed procedures, which
yield an estimate of an employee’s ad-
ditional tax liability due to moving ex-
pense reimbursements, are to be used
uniformly. They are not to be adjusted
to accommodate an employee’s unique
circumstance which may differ from
the assumed circumstances stated in
paragraph (b)(1) of this section.
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