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as the case may be, the course of ac-
tion taken in accordance with the OIG
advisory opinion.

(b) For purposes of this part—

(1) To rescind an advisory opinion
means that the advisory opinion is re-
voked retroactively to the original
date of issuance with the result that
the advisory opinion will be deemed to
have been without force and effect
from the original date of issuance.
Recission may occur only where rel-
evant and material facts were not
fully, completely and accurately dis-
closed to the OIG.

(2) To terminate an advisory opinion
means that the advisory opinion is re-
voked as of the termination date and is
no longer in force and effect after the
termination date. The OIG will not
proceed against the requestor under
this part if such action was promptly,
diligently, and in good faith discon-
tinued in accordance with reasonable
time frames established by the OIG
after consultation with the requestor.

(3) To modify an advisory opinion
means that the advisory opinion is
amended, altered, or limited, and that
the advisory opinion continues in full
force and effect in modified form there-
after. The OIG will not proceed against
the requestor under this part if such
action was promptly, diligently, and in
good faith modified in accordance with
reasonable time frames established by
the OIG after consultation with the re-
questor.

[63 FR 38326, July 16, 1998]
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(a) Advisory opinions issued and re-
leased in accordance with the provi-
sions set forth in this part will be
available to the public.

(b) Promptly after the issuance and
release of an advisory opinion to the
requestor, a copy of the advisory opin-
ion will be available for public inspec-
tion between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and
3:00 p.m. on normal business days at
the headquarter offices of the OIG and
on the DHHS/OIG web site.

(c) Any pre-decisional document, or
part of such pre-decisional document,
that is prepared by the OIG, DoJ, or
any other Department or agency of the
United States in connection with an
advisory opinion request under the pro-

Disclosure.

§1008.55

cedures set forth in this part generally
will be exempt from disclosure under 5
U.S.C. 552, and will not be made pub-
licly available.

(d) Documents submitted by the re-
questor to the OIG in connection with
a request for an advisory opinion may
be available to the public in accord-
ance with 5 U.S.C. 552 through proce-
dures set forth in 45 CFR part 5.

(e) Nothing in this section will limit
the OIG’s right, in its discretion, to
issue a press release or otherwise pub-
licly disclose the identity of the re-
questing party or parties, and the na-
ture of the action taken by the OIG
upon the request.

[62 FR 7357, Feb. 19, 1997, as amended at 63
FR 38326, July 16, 1998]

Subpart F—Scope and Effect of
OIG Advisory Opinions

§1008.51 Exclusivity of OIG advisory
opinions.

The only method for obtaining a
binding advisory opinion regarding any
of the subject matters set forth in
§1008.5(a) is through the procedures de-
scribed in this part. No binding advi-
sory opinion, oral or written, has or
may be issued by the OIG regarding the
specific matters set forth in §1008.5(a)
except through written opinions issued
in accordance with this part.

§1008.53 Affected parties.

An advisory opinion issued by the
OI1G will have no application to any in-
dividual or entity that does not join in
the request for the opinion. No indi-
vidual or entity other than the re-
questor(s) may rely on an advisory
opinion.

§1008.55 Admissibility of evidence.

(@) The failure of a party to seek an
advisory opinion may not be intro-
duced into evidence to prove that the
party intended to violate the provi-
sions of sections 1128, 1128A or 1128B of
the Act.

(b) An advisory opinion may not be
introduced into evidence by a person or
entity that was not the requestor of
the advisory opinion to prove that the
person or entity did not violate the
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§1008.59

provisions of sections 1128, 1128A or
1128B of the Act or any other law.

[62 FR 7357, Feb. 19, 1997, as amended at 63
FR 38326, July 16, 1998]

§1008.59 Range of the advisory opin-
ion.

(a) An advisory opinion will state
only the OIG’s opinion regarding the
subject matter of the request. If the ar-
rangement for which an advisory opin-
ion is requested is subject to approval
or regulation by any other Federal,
State or local government agency, such
advisory opinion may not be taken to
indicate the OIG’s views on the legal or
factual issues that may be raised be-
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fore that agency. The OIG will not pro-
vide any legal opinion on questions or
issues regarding an authority which is
vested in other Federal, State or local
government agencies.

(b) An advisory opinion issued under
this part will not bind or obligate any
agency other than the Department. It
will not affect the requestor’s, or any-
one else’s, obligations to any other
agency, or under any statutory or regu-
latory provision other than that which
is the specific subject matter of the ad-
visory opinion.

[62 FR 7357, Feb. 19, 1997, as amended at 63
FR 38326, July 16, 1998]
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