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Bereavement counseling means coun-
seling services provided to the individ-
ual’s family after the individual’s 
death. 

Cap period means the twelve-month 
period ending October 31 used in the 
application of the cap on overall hos-
pice reimbursement specified in 
§ 418.309. 

Employee means an employee (defined 
by section 210(j) of the Act) of the hos-
pice or, if the hospice is a subdivision 
of an agency or organization, an em-
ployee of the agency or organization 
who is appropriately trained and as-
signed to the hospice unit. ‘‘Employee’’ 
also refers to a volunteer under the ju-
risdiction of the hospice. 

Hospice means a public agency or pri-
vate organization or subdivision of ei-
ther of these that—is primarily en-
gaged in providing care to terminally 
ill individuals. 

Physician means physician as defined 
in § 410.20 of this chapter. 

Representative means an individual 
who has been authorized under State 
law to terminate medical care or to 
elect or revoke the election of hospice 
care on behalf of a terminally ill indi-
vidual who is mentally or physically 
incapacitated. 

Social worker means a person who has 
at least a bachelor’s degree from a 
school accredited or approved by the 
Council on Social Work Education. 

Terminally ill means that the indi-
vidual has a medical prognosis that his 
or her life expectancy is 6 months or 
less if the illness runs its normal 
course. 

[48 FR 56026, Dec. 16, 1983, as amended at 52 
FR 4499, Feb. 12, 1987; 50 FR 50834, Dec. 11, 
1990]

Subpart B—Eligibility, Election and 
Duration of Benefits

§ 418.20 Eligibility requirements. 

In order to be eligible to elect hos-
pice care under Medicare, an individual 
must be— 

(a) Entitled to Part A of Medicare; 
and 

(b) Certified as being terminally ill in 
accordance with § 418.22.

§ 418.21 Duration of hospice care cov-
erage—Election periods. 

(a) Subject to the conditions set 
forth in this part, an individual may 
elect to receive hospice care during one 
or more of the following election peri-
ods: 

(1) An initial 90-day period. 
(2) A subsequent 90-day period. 
(3) A subsequent 30-day period. 
(4) A subsequent extension period of 

unlimited duration during the individ-
ual’s lifetime. 

(b) The periods of care are available 
in the order listed and may be elected 
separately at different times. 

[55 FR 50834, Dec. 11, 1990, as amended at 57 
FR 36017, Aug. 12, 1992]

§ 418.22 Certification of terminal ill-
ness. 

(a) Timing of certification—(1) General 
rule. The hospice must obtain written 
certification of terminal illness for 
each of the periods listed in § 418.21, 
even if a single election continues in 
effect for two, three, or four periods, as 
provided in § 418.24(c). 

(2) Basic requirement. Except as pro-
vided in paragraph (a)(3) of this sec-
tion, the hospice must obtain the writ-
ten certification no later than two cal-
endar days after the period begins. 

(3) Exception. For the initial 90-day 
period, if the hospice cannot obtain the 
written certifications within two cal-
endar days, it must obtain oral certifi-
cations within two calendar days, and 
written certifications no later than 
eight calendar days after the period be-
gins. 

(b) Content of certification. The certifi-
cation must specify that the individ-
ual’s prognosis is for a life expectancy 
of 6 months or less if the terminal ill-
ness runs its normal course. 

(c) Sources of certification. (1) For the 
initial 90-day period, the hospice must 
obtain written certification statements 
(and oral certification statements if re-
quired under paragraph (a)(3) of this 
section) from— 

(i) The medical director of the hos-
pice or the physician member of the 
hospice interdisciplinary group; and 

(ii) The individual’s attending physi-
cian if the individual has an attending 
physician. 
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(2) For subsequent periods, the only 
requirement is certification by one of 
the physicians listed in paragraph 
(c)(1)(i) of this section. 

(d) Maintenance of records. Hospice 
staff must— 

(1) Make an appropriate entry in the 
patient’s medical record as soon as 
they receive an oral certification; and 

(2) File written certifications in the 
medical record. 

[55 FR 50834, Dec. 11, 1990, as amended at 57 
FR 36017, Aug. 12, 1992]

§ 418.24 Election of hospice care. 
(a) Filing an election statement. An in-

dividual who meets the eligibility re-
quirement of § 418.20 may file an elec-
tion statement with a particular hos-
pice. If the individual is physically or 
mentally incapacitated, his or her rep-
resentative (as defined in § 418.3) may 
file the election statement. 

(b) Content of election statement. The 
election statement must include the 
following: 

(1) Identification of the particular 
hospice that will provide care to the in-
dividual. 

(2) The individual’s or representa-
tive’s acknowledgement that he or she 
has been given a full understanding of 
the palliative rather than curative na-
ture of hospice care, as it relates to the 
individual’s terminal illness. 

(3) Acknowledgement that certain 
Medicare services, as set forth in para-
graph (d) of this section, are waived by 
the election. 

(4) The effective date of the election, 
which may be the first day of hospice 
care or a later date, but may be no ear-
lier than the date of the election state-
ment. 

(5) The signature of the individual or 
representative. 

(c) Duration of election. An election to 
receive hospice care will be considered 
to continue through the initial election 
period and through the subsequent 
election periods without a break in 
care as long as the individual— 

(1) Remains in the care of a hospice; 
and 

(2) Does not revoke the election 
under the provisions of § 418.28. 

(d) Waiver of other benefits. For the 
duration of an election of hospice care, 
an individual waives all rights to Medi-

care payments for the following serv-
ices: 

(1) Hospice care provided by a hospice 
other than the hospice designated by 
the individual (unless provided under 
arrangements made by the designated 
hospice). 

(2) Any Medicare services that are re-
lated to the treatment of the terminal 
condition for which hospice care was 
elected or a related condition or that 
are equivalent to hospice care except 
for services— 

(i) Provided by the designated hos-
pice: 

(ii) Provided by another hospice 
under arrangements made by the des-
ignated hospice; and 

(iii) Provided by the individual’s at-
tending physician if that physician is 
not an employee of the designated hos-
pice or receiving compensation from 
the hospice for those services. 

(e) Re-election of hospice benefits. If an 
election has been revoked in accord-
ance with § 418.28, the individual (or his 
or her representative if the individual 
is mentally or physically incapaci-
tated) may at any time file an election, 
in accordance with this section, for any 
other election period that is still avail-
able to the individual. 

[55 FR 50834, Dec. 11, 1990]

§ 418.28 Revoking the election of hos-
pice care. 

(a) An individual or representative 
may revoke the individual’s election of 
hospice care at any time during an 
election period. 

(b) To revoke the election of hospice 
care, the individual or representative 
must file a statement with the hospice 
that includes the following informa-
tion: 

(1) A signed statement that the indi-
vidual or representative revokes the in-
dividual’s election for Medicare cov-
erage of hospice care for the remainder 
of that election period. 

(2) The date that the revocation is to 
be effective. (An individual or rep-
resentative may not designate an effec-
tive date earlier than the date that the 
revocation is made). 

(c) An individual, upon revocation of 
the election of Medicare coverage of 
hospice care for a particular election 
period— 
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