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(c) Issues removed from consideration—
(1) Basis for removal. If at any time be-
fore, during, or after the hearing, the 
presiding officer finds that the State 
has come into compliance with Federal 
requirements on any issue or part of an 
issue, he or she removes the appro-
priate issue or part of an issue from 
consideration. If all issues are re-
moved, the hearing is terminated. 

(2) Notice to parties. Before removing 
any issue or part of an issue from con-
sideration, the presiding officer pro-
vides all parties other than CMS and 
the State with— 

(i) A statement of the intent to re-
move and the reasons for removal; and 

(ii) A copy of the proposed State plan 
provision on which CMS and the State 
have agreed. 

(3) Opportunity for written comment. 
The notified parties have 15 days to 
submit, for consideration by the pre-
siding officer, and for the record, their 
views as to, or any information bearing 
upon, the merits of the proposed plan 
provision and the merits of the reasons 
for removing the issue from consider-
ation. 

(d) Remaining issues. The issues con-
sidered at the hearing are limited to 
those issues of which the State is noti-
fied as provided in § 430.70 and para-
graph (a) of this section, and new or 
modified issues described in paragraph 
(b) of this section. They do not include 
issues or parts of issues removed in ac-
cordance with paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion.

§ 430.76 Parties to the hearing. 

(a) CMS and the State. CMS and the 
State are parties to the hearing. 

(b) Other individuals—(1) Basis for par-
ticipation. Other individuals or groups 
may be recognized as parties if the 
issues to be considered at the hearing 
have caused them injury and their in-
terest is within the zone of interests to 
be protected by the governing Federal 
statute. 

(2) Petition for participation. Any indi-
vidual or group wishing to participate 
as a party must, within 15 days after 
notice of hearing is published in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER, file with the CMS 
Docket Clerk, a petition that concisely 
states— 

(i) Petitioner’s interest in the pro-
ceeding; 

(ii) Who will appear for petitioner; 
(iii) The issues on which petitioner 

wishes to participate; and 
(iv) Whether petitioner intends to 

present witnesses. 

The petitioner must also serve a copy 
of the petition on each party of record 
at that time. 

(3) Comments on petition. Any party 
may, within 5 days of receipt of the 
copy of the petition, file comments on 
it. 

(4) Action on petition. (i) The presiding 
officer promptly determines whether 
each petitioner has the requisite inter-
est in the proceedings and approves or 
denies participation accordingly. 

(ii) If petitions are made by more 
than one individual or group with com-
mon interests, the presiding officer 
may— 

(A) Request all those petitioners to 
designate a single representative; or 

(B) Recognize one or more of those 
petitioners to represent all of them. 

(iii) The presiding officer gives each 
petitioner written notice of the deci-
sion and, if the decision is to deny, 
briefly states the grounds for denial. 

(c) Amicus curiae (friend of the court)—
(1) Petition for participation. Any person 
or organization that wishes to partici-
pate as amicus curiae must, before the 
hearing begins, file with the CMS 
Docket Clerk, a petition that concisely 
states— 

(i) The petitioners’ interest in the 
hearing; 

(ii) Who will represent the petitioner; 
and 

(iii) The issues on which the peti-
tioner intends to present argument. 

(2) Action on amicus curiae petition. 
The presiding officer may grant the pe-
tition if he or she finds that the peti-
tioner has a legitimate interest in the 
proceedings, that such participation 
will not unduly delay the outcome and 
may contribute materially to the prop-
er disposition of the issues. 

(3) Nature of amicus participation. An 
amicus curiae is not a party to the 
hearing but may participate by— 

(i) Submitting a written statement of 
position to the presiding officer before 
the beginning of the hearing;
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(ii) Presenting a brief oral statement 
at the hearing, at the point in the pro-
ceedings specified by the presiding offi-
cer; and 

(iii) Submitting a brief or written 
statement when the parties submit 
briefs. 

The amicus curiae must serve copies of 
any briefs or written statements on all 
parties.

§ 430.80 Authority of the presiding offi-
cer. 

(a) The presiding officer has the duty 
to conduct a fair hearing, to avoid 
delay, maintain order, and make a 
record of the proceedings. He or she has 
the authority necessary to accomplish 
those ends, including but not limited 
to authority to take the following ac-
tions: 

(1) Change the date, time, and place 
of the hearing after due notice to the 
parties. This includes authority to 
postpone or adjourn the hearing in 
whole or in part. In a hearing on dis-
approval of a State plan, or State plan 
amendments, changes in the date of 
the hearing are subject to the time 
limits imposed by section 1116(a)(2) of 
the Act. 

(2) Hold conferences to settle or sim-
plify the issues, or to consider other 
matters that may aid in the expedi-
tious disposition of the issues. 

(3) Regulate participation of parties 
and amici curiae and require parties 
and amici curiae to state their position 
with respect to the various issues in 
the proceeding. 

(4) Administer oaths and affirma-
tions. 

(5) Rule on motions and other proce-
dural items, including issuance of pro-
tective orders or other relief to a party 
against whom discovery is sought. 

(6) Regulate the course of the hearing 
and conduct of counsel. 

(7) Examine witnesses. 
(8) Receive, rule on, exclude or limit 

evidence or discovery. 
(9) Fix the time for filing motions, 

petitions, briefs, or other items. 
(10) If the presiding officer is the Ad-

ministrator, make a final decision. 
(11) If the presiding officer is a des-

ignee of the Administrator, certify the 
entire record including recommended 

findings and proposed decision to the 
Administrator. 

(12) Take any action authorized by 
the rules in this subpart or in conform-
ance with the provisions of 5 U.S.C. 551 
through 559. 

(b) The presiding officer does not 
have authority to compel by subpoena 
the production of witnesses, papers, or 
other evidence. 

(c) If the presiding officer is a des-
ignee of the Administrator, his or her 
authority pertains to the issues of 
compliance by a State with Federal re-
quirements, and does not extend to the 
question of whether, in case of any 
noncompliance, Federal payments will 
be denied in respect to the entire State 
plan or only for certain categories 
under, or parts of, the State plan af-
fected by the noncompliance.

§ 430.83 Rights of parties. 
All parties may: 
(a) Appear by counsel or other au-

thorized representative, in all hearing 
proceedings. 

(b) Participate in any prehearing 
conference held by the presiding offi-
cer. 

(c) Agree to stipulations as to facts 
which will be made a part of the 
record. 

(d) Make opening statements at the 
hearing. 

(e) Present relevant evidence on the 
issues at the hearing. 

(f) Present witnesses who then must 
be available for cross-examination by 
all other parties. 

(g) Present oral arguments at the 
hearing. 

(h) Submit written briefs, proposed 
findings of fact, and proposed conclu-
sions of law, after the hearing.

§ 430.86 Discovery. 
CMS and any party named in the no-

tice issued under § 430.70 has the right 
to conduct discovery (including deposi-
tions) against opposing parties. Rules 
26–37 of the Federal Rules of Civil Pro-
cedures apply to such proceedings; 
there will be no fixed rule on priority 
of discovery. Upon written motion, the 
presiding officer promptly rules upon 
any objection to discovery action initi-
ated under this section. The presiding 
officer also has the power to grant a
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