Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, HHS

Subpart A—Payments: General
Provisions

§447.1 Purpose.

This subpart prescribes State plan re-
quirements, FFP limitations and pro-
cedures concerning payments made by
State Medicaid agencies for Medicaid
services.

§447.10 Prohibition against reassign-
ment of provider claims.

(a) Basis and purpose. This section
implements section 1902(a)(32) of the
Act which prohibits State payments
for Medicaid services to anyone other
than a provider or recipient, except in
specified circumstances.

(b) Definitions. For purposes of this
section:

Facility means an institution that
furnishes health care services to inpa-
tients.

Factor means an individual or an or-
ganization, such as a collection agency
or service bureau, that advances money
to a provider for accounts receivable
that the provider has assigned, sold or
transferred to the individual organiza-
tion for an added fee or a deduction of
a portion of the accounts receivable.
Factor does not include a business rep-
resentative as described in paragraph
(f) of this section.

Organized health care delivery system
means a public or private organization
for delivering health services. It in-
cludes, but is not limited to, a clinic, a
group practice prepaid capitation plan,
and a health maintenance organiza-
tion.

(c) State plan requirements. A State
plan must provide that the require-
ments of paragraphs (d) through (h) of
this section are met.

(d) Who may receive payment. Pay-
ment may be made only—

(1) To the provider; or

(2) To the recipient if he is a noncash
recipient eligible to receive the pay-
ment under §447.25; or

(3) In accordance with paragraphs (e),
(f), and (g) of this section.

(e) Reassignments. Payment may be
made in accordance with a reassign-
ment from the provider to a govern-

§447.15

ment agency or reassignment by a
court order.

() Business agents. Payment may be
made to a business agent, such as a
billing service or an accounting firm,
that furnishes statements and receives
payments in the name of the provider,
if the agent’s compensation for this
service is—

(1) Related to the cost of processing
the billing;

(2) Not related on a percentage or
other basis to the amount that is billed
or collected; and

(3) Not dependent upon the collection
of the payment.

(9) Individual practitioners. Payment
may be made to—

(1) The employer of the practitioner,
if the practitioner is required as a con-
dition of employment to turn over his
fees to the employer;

(2) The facility in which the service
is provided, if the practitioner has a
contract under which the facility sub-
mits the claim; or

(3) A foundation, plan, or similar or-
ganization operating an organized
health care delivery system, if the
practitioner has a contract under
which the organization submits the
claim.

(h) Prohibition of payment to factors.
Payment for any service furnished to a
recipient by a provider may not be
made to or through a factor, either di-
rectly or by power of attorney.

[43 FR 45253, Sept. 29, 1978, as amended at 46
FR 42672, Aug. 24, 1981; 61 FR 38398, July 24,
1996]

§447.15 Acceptance of State payment
as payment in full.

A State plan must provide that the
Medicaid agency must limit participa-
tion in the Medicaid program to pro-
viders who accept, as payment in full,
the amounts paid by the agency plus
any deductible, coinsurance or copay-
ment required by the plan to be paid by
the individual. However, the provider
may not deny services to any eligible
individual on account of the individ-
ual’s inability to pay the cost sharing
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