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health care plan, and approved by CMS, 
under section 1820(b) of the Act. 

(B) The State has determined, under 
criteria in its rural health care plan, 
that allowing an emergency response 
time longer than 30 minutes is the only 
feasible method of providing emer-
gency care to residents of the area 
served by the CAH. 

(C) The State maintains documenta-
tion showing that the response time of 
up to 60 minutes at a particular CAH it 
designates is justified because other 
available alternatives would increase 
the time needed to stabilize a patient 
in an emergency. 

(2) A registered nurse satisfies the 
personnel requirement specified in 
paragraph (d)(1) of this section for a 
temporary period if— 

(i) The CAH has no greater than 10 
beds; 

(ii) The CAH is located in an area 
designated as a frontier area or remote 
location as described in paragraph 
(d)(1)(ii)(A) of this section; 

(iii) The State in which the CAH is 
located submits a letter to CMS signed 
by the Governor, following consulta-
tion on the issue of using RNs on a 
temporary basis as part of their State 
rural healthcare plan with the State 
Boards of Medicine and Nursing, and in 
accordance with State law, requesting 
that a registered nurse with training 
and experience in emergency care be 
included in the list of personnel speci-
fied in paragraph (d)(1) of this section. 
The letter from the Governor must at-
test that he or she has consulted with 
State Boards of Medicine and Nursing 
about issues related to access to and 
the quality of emergency services in 
the States. The letter from the Gov-
ernor must also describe the cir-
cumstances and duration of the tem-
porary request to include the reg-
istered nurses on the list of personnel 
specified in paragraph (d)(1) of this sec-
tion; 

(iv) Once a Governor submits a let-
ter, as specified in paragraph (d)(2)(ii) 
of this section, a CAH must submit 
documentation to the State survey 
agency demonstrating that it has been 
unable, due to the shortage of such per-
sonnel in the area, to provide adequate 
coverage as specified in this paragraph 
(d). 

(3) The request, as specified in para-
graph(d)(2)(ii) of this section, and the 
withdrawal of the request, may be sub-
mitted to us at any time, and are effec-
tive upon submission. 

(e) Standard: Coordination with emer-
gency response systems. The CAH must, 
in coordination with emergency re-
sponse systems in the area, establish 
procedures under which a doctor of 
medicine or osteopathy is immediately 
available by telephone or radio contact 
on a 24-hours a day basis to receive 
emergency calls, provide information 
on treatment of emergency patients, 
and refer patients to the CAH or other 
appropriate locations for treatment. 

[58 FR 30671, May 26, 1993, as amended at 62 
FR 46037, Aug. 29, 1997; 64 FR 41544, July 30, 
1999; 67 FR 80041, Dec. 31, 2002]

§ 485.620 Condition of participation: 
Number of beds and length of stay. 

(a) Standard: Number of beds. Except 
as permitted for CAHs having swing-
bed agreements under § 485.645 of this 
chapter, the CAH maintains no more 
than 15 inpatient beds. 

(b) Standard: Length of stay. The CAH 
provides acute inpatient care for a pe-
riod that does not exceed, on an annual 
average basis, 96 hours per patient. 

[62 FR 46036, Aug. 29, 1997, as amended at 65 
FR 47052, Aug. 1, 2000]

§ 485.623 Condition of participation: 
Physical plant and environment. 

(a) Standard: Construction. The CAH is 
constructed, arranged, and maintained 
to ensure access to and safety of pa-
tients, and provides adequate space for 
the provision of direct services. 

(b) Standard: Maintenance. The CAH 
has housekeeping and preventive main-
tenance programs to ensure that— 

(1) All essential mechanical, elec-
trical, and patient-care equipment is 
maintained in safe operating condition; 

(2) There is proper routine storage 
and prompt disposal of trash; 

(3) Drugs and biologicals are appro-
priately stored; 

(4) The premises are clean and or-
derly; and 

(5) There is proper ventilation, light-
ing, and temperature control in all 
pharmaceutical, patient care, and food 
preparation areas. 
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