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SUBCHAPTER F—QUARANTINE, INSPECTION, LICENSING

PART 70—INTERSTATE QUARANTINE
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AUTHORITY: Secs. 215 and 311 of Public 
Health Service (PHS) Act. as amended (42 
U.S.C. 216, 243); secs. 361–369, PHS Act, as 
amended (42 U.S.C. 264–272).

SOURCE: 65 FR 49908, Aug. 16, 2000, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 70.1 General definitions. 
As used in this part, terms shall have 

the following meaning: 
(a) Communicable diseases means ill-

nesses due to infectious agents or their 
toxic products, which may be trans-
mitted from a reservoir to a suscep-
tible host either directly as from an in-
fected person or animal or indirectly 
through the agency of an intermediate 
plant or animal host, vector, or the in-
animate environment. 

(b) Communicable period means the pe-
riod or periods during which the etio-
logic agent may be transferred directly 
or indirectly from the body of the in-
fected person or animal to the body of 
another. 

(c) Conveyance means any land or air 
carrier, or any vessel as defined in 
paragraph (h) of this section. 

(d) Incubation period means the period 
between the implanting of disease or-
ganisms in a susceptible person and the 
appearance of clinical manifestation of 
the disease. 

(e) Interstate traffic means:
(1) The movement of any conveyance 

or the transportation of persons or 
property, including any portion of such 
movement or transportation that is en-
tirely within a State or possession— 

(i) From a point of origin in any 
State or possession to a point of des-

tination in any other State or posses-
sion; or 

(ii) Between a point of origin and a 
point of destination in the same State 
or possession but through any other 
State, possession, or contiguous for-
eign country. 

(2) Interstate traffic does not include 
the following: 

(i) The movement of any conveyance 
which is solely for the purpose of un-
loading persons or property trans-
ported from a foreign country, or load-
ing persons or property for transpor-
tation to a foreign country. 

(ii) The movement of any conveyance 
which is solely for the purpose of ef-
fecting its repair, reconstruction, reha-
bilitation, or storage. 

(f) Possession means any of the pos-
sessions of the United States, including 
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. 

(g) State means any State, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the 
Virgin Islands. 

(h) Vessel means any passenger-car-
rying, cargo, or towing vessel exclusive 
of: 

(1) Fishing boats including those used 
for shell-fishing; 

(2) Tugs which operate only locally in 
specific harbors and adjacent waters; 

(3) Barges without means of self-pro-
pulsion; 

(4) Construction-equipment boats and 
dredges; and 

(5) Sand and gravel dredging and han-
dling boats.

§ 70.2 Measures in the event of inad-
equate local control. 

Whenever the Director of the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention de-
termines that the measures taken by 
health authorities of any State or pos-
session (including political subdivi-
sions thereof) are insufficient to pre-
vent the spread of any of the commu-
nicable diseases from such State or 
possession to any other State or pos-
session, he/she may take such measures 
to prevent such spread of the diseases 
as he/she deems reasonably necessary, 
including inspection, fumigation, dis-
infection, sanitation, pest extermi-
nation, and destruction of animals or 
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